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Newly-ordained Bishop Victor Phalana told the people of Klerksdorp 
that he is bringing them a special gift of his smile. He requested Catho-
lics to smile when they see him, so he will know they are Catholics.

See pg 5. Photos and reports by Lebo Wa Majahe.

Lisa Avery and Sr Juliana Abioye  
enjoying their pancakes on Shrove 
Tuesday celebrated on 17 February.  
It is tradition that a day before the 
beginning of Lent, people indulge 
in pancakes and other delicacies. 

A human trafficking aware-
ness day was held on  
 15 February at Regina 

Mundi to celebrate the feast of  
St Josephine Bakhita, patron saint 
of trafficking victims.

The event was organised by the 
SACBC’s Counter Traffic in 
Persons and the Justice and Peace 
department in the Archdiocese.

The event was attended by 
Minister of Women in the 
Presidency, Susan Shabangu, City 
of Johannesburg councillors, 
representatives from the Gauteng Vocation is such an exciting 

thought – the Lord’s big and 
mysterious plan for your life!  

It is thus disheartening that so few 
young people make the time and 
effort to go on their knees and say, 
“Speak, Lord, for your servant listens.” 
(1 Sam 3:10). How can one not be 
excited in search for the plan of your 
sanctity, your journey to sainthood, 
to bliss – to heaven? Instead, we turn 
on the television, radio, internet, 
Android and we are more intrigued 
with what “dreams” the world has to 
offer. What the world has to offer, in 
truth, is nothing.

It is heart-breaking to witness 
almost every young South African 
searching for happiness in all the 
wrong places. We were moved by a 
definition by top Theology of the 
Body speaker, Christopher West, of 
addiction being a disease by which a 
person searches for happiness in 
what is “finite,” instead of finding it in 

‘The Catholic Church is 
still fighting for human 
rights’ – Minister Shabangu

Below, from left: Human traffick-
ing awareness coordinator, Sr 
Melanie O’Connor, Frs Sebastian 
Rossouw, Grant Emmanuel, Minis-
ter of Women in the Presidency, 
Susan Shabangu and Fr Raymond 
McQuarrie

Social Development Department, 
members of various sodalities, 
religious congregations and 
ordinary members of the church 
from as far as the diocese of 
Pretoria. 

The Salvation Army brass band 
led the procession from the church 
to Moroka police station where a 
memorandum was read, and 
handed to station commander, 
Brigadier MP Joseph. The aware-
ness ended with a mass led by Fr 
Grant Emmanuel from the SACBC 
with parish priest Fr Sebastian 

Rossouw, Vicar for Justice and 
Peace, Fr Raymond McQuarrie 
and three other priests.

In his homily, Fr Emmanuel 
compared leprosy to the social ills 
happening in our communities 
such as human trafficking. They 
are a sore to the body of Christ. 
By helping those who are 
trafficked, we are trying to do 
what Jesus would do, he said. 

“We need to be imitators of 
Christ and reach out to all people. 
Those lured into slavery need to 
feel the love, presence and 
freedom of Christ,” he said.

People were shocked as heart-
wrenching stories of victims were 
read. 

In her keynote address, 
Shabangu said she would like to 
commend the church. “It is no 
coincidence that we are gathered 
at Regina Mundi, a church for the 
people. 

“During apartheid, when bullets 
were going off, the church stood 
firm in fighting for human rights. 
Today, the very same church is 
still fighting for human rights.

“As government, we welcome 
the contribution that the church is 
making in building awareness on 
this scourge of abuse affecting 
woman, men, boys and girls. We 
need to work together as various 
communities to fight it,” she said.

Veronica Gantana from the 
social development department 
urged people to raise awareness 
in their families, churches, places 
of work and communities.

Sr Melanie from the SACBC 
thanked all who participated, 
helped and donated to the 
occasion.

Any suspicions of trafficking 
should be reported to 
0800 555 999. 

Report and photos: Lerato Mohone

what is “infinite.” Drugs are finite, 
alcohol and smoking is finite, sex, 
dating, “jolling,” music, movies, 
fashion, marriage, career and money 
– are all finite. The only infinite 
existence is – God.

It might be time for the youth to 
behold this, and ponder. It might be 
God’s intervention that has brought 
us to the Year of Consecrated Life. 
This year is not just for those who 
are called to religious life and 
priesthood, but it is also an appeal 
for all of us to take the discernment 
of our own vocation more to heart. 
What is God’s plan for your life? “‘For 
I know the plans I have for you,’ 
declares the Lord” (Jer 29:11). Most 
finite things of this world are gifts 
from God and part of his greater 
plan, such as family, friends, 

Shrove Tuesday 
at the Chancery

… that special Phalana smile!

marriage and talent. We tend to 
forget this, thinking that our 
accomplishments and merits are 
somehow deserved, earned by our 
own doing and to be used as we see 
fit, usually destructively. We make it 
all about us and exclude God, even 
if unintended. If we would place 
Christ at the centre of it all, He will 
become “the Way, the Truth and Life” 
in its midst. Then, only then, life 
becomes worth living, the “narrow” 
means to The End.

Happiness in Christ is our ultimate 
vocation and He has called the 
human race to four main paths to 
this happiness – religious life, 
priesthood, marriage and single 
blessedness. Dear Youth, let’s 
explore!

Youth Department

Lord, to whom 
shall we go? Jn 6:68

Gushwell and Regina Brooks with their baby Michael at the Holy Trinity 
Church, Braamfontein, on Ash Wednesday.                         Photo: Tim Bernard.

In preparation In preparation 
for Lentfor Lent
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DIVORCE CARE
Find help and healing for the hurt of 

separation or divorce in group therapy.
Thursdays at 19:00 at St. John’s, 

Northriding. Contact Arianna
071-138-8401

AND 
Saturdays at 13:30 at St John the 

Apostle, Florida. Contact Nicky Nicky.
Omar@gmail.com, 

082-851-9649 or Steph 082-766-0810 
stephanie.kennedy@ircglobal.com

www.divorcecare.org

Saturday 21 March 14:00–17:00
Contemplative Outreach

at St Charles, Victory Park.
Enquiries: Heather 

011 782-8094 or 082-450-1912

Our Lady of the Angels Chapel
Edenvale, 011 609 7246
First Friday Mass 10:30; Exposition of 
the Blessed Sacrament one hour before.
First Saturday Devotions 15:00-16:00

Holy Hour 15:00 -16:00
Every Saturday

Sung Chaplet of  
The Divine Mercy

Could you not spend 
     an hour with me?

Assumption Convent Chapel
Pandora Rd, Malvern.

Enquiries 074-193-0449

Adoption, 
the loving option.
CWL Adoption Society

Tel 011 618-1533 

or adoptions@mweb.co.za

www.adoptions.org.za

Abortion is murder
Speak out on this issue. 

‘Avoid pro-abortion politicians’.
Culture of Life Association

082 609-6919
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Pope’s Intentions for March
General. That those involved in scientific  
research may serve the well-being of the whole 
human person.
Missionary. That the unique contribution of 
women to the Life of the Church may be  
recognised always.

Patronal Feasts in March
17th St Patrick, Benoni (1910); La Rochelle (1906)
19th St Joseph, Actonville (1935); Mayfair (1892);  
 Meadowlands (1958); Mokoena  (1966); Primrose (1958)
24th Our Lady of Victories, Dobsonville (1996)

St Anne’s Home 
for Aged Women,

Edenvale, has accommodation 
available in a friendly, caring  

and spotless home set in very pretty 
gardens and with excellent frail  
care facilities. A CWL project.

Call Sister Jean: (011) 453-4667 

13-15 March at Koinonia 
PARISH FAMILY MINISTRY 

TRAINING 
For info and to book contact  

Toni 082 552-1275  
trowland@sacbc.org.za

 Saturday 14 March 12:00-16:00

THE BOOK OF LEVITICUS
“Creating Relationships between 

People and God: Various offerings”
Scripture in its Jewish context.

Holy Family College, Parktown
40 Oxford Road.

Bring Bibles and packed lunch.
To book call Bernadette Chellew,  

082-760-0809 
or e-mail btrnchellew@gmail.com

Free Notices
Notices here are free but limited to 

announcements of events with  
contact details. Send your notices to  

adnews@catholicjhb.org.za  
by the 10th of each month.  

Fax 011 402-6406
Next ADNews is due on  

Sunday 5 April

Community Masses

Zambian Community @ 11:30 
 on 3rd Sunday of each month
Cathedral of Christ the King.
Nicholas Phiri 072-804-6194 
or Charity Phiri 074-968-2831

charityphiri@hotmail.com

Malawian Community @ 11:30
on 4th Sunday of each month 
Cathedral of Christ the King

Felix 074 516-7705 / 071 828-9967

Zimbabwean Community
@ 14:00 on last Sunday of each 

month St Francis of Assisi, Yeoville
011 339-5954

Portuguese-speaking 
Community

every Saturday @ 20:00 
at Church of the Immaculate 

Conception, Rosebank
011 788-5226

Nigerian Community @ 11:30
on 2nd Sunday of each month 

at Cathedral of Christ the King
Chief Sylvester 083-727-6401

Ethiopian & Eritrean 
Community in Amharic @ 12:30

on 3rd Sunday of each month at
St Francis of Assisi, Yeoville

followed by Bible Study.
Hailu Adalo – 072-357-7185

 hailuadalo@yahoo.com

Francophone Community @ 11:15
on 2nd & 4th Sunday of each month

Our Lady of Lourdes, Rivonia
Every Sunday 10:00 @

Our Lady of Lourdes, City Deep
Catholic Francophone Community 

Chaplain Fr Blaise Mambu
076-211-5232

St Martin de Porres, Orlando West 
Contact Deborah Mothopeng  

082 454-4732

Deaf Community
2nd Sunday of each month

Fr. Nicholas King SJ, world-
renowned New Testament scholar, 

will present The Scandal of Christian 
Disunity – a Biblical Approach.

Church of the Resurrection, 
Bryanston

Bookings 011 482 4237  
admin@jesuitinstitute.org.zaPray outside the abortion facilities

Randburg Gandhi Square 
18 Peter Place 3rd Saturday
near Sandton Clinic of each month
1st Saturday of from 10:30-12:00 
each month from    
10:30-12:00

Marie Nichol 011 618-2489

Chancery
011 402-6400

For all departments

2015 Marriage & family, 
committed to love and life.

THIS MONTH'S THEME:
Committed to promoting 

family rights.
For more www.marfam.org.za/blog

Toni trowland@sacbc.org.za 
082 552-1275 to order

JOIN the ADNews
group and get 
up-to-date notices. 
Share your 

appreciation of the religious 
in your life.

Wednesday 18 March 10:00
Morning of recollection 

for diocesan clergy 
at Mazenod Centre.
All priests welcome.

Pray for our priests and deacons.

Would you like a 
digital version of  
the ADNews for

your parish website? Call the office 
in the afternoons or e-mail 
adnews@catholicjhb.org.za.

Saturday at 11:00 until May
GriefShare

St John the Apostle, Florida
Help those that have lost loved 

ones to come to terms  
with their grief.

Contact Joan 083-710-5386,  
Trudy 083-242-6887 or
Mildred 082-923-9022

Saturday 14 March 11:00-15:00

Christian Morality
Training for catechists & all faithful.

Cathedral Place.
Book with catechetics department.

Saturday 14 March 12:00-16:00

RCIA Training
For deacons & experienced catechists

Cathedral Place.
Book with catechetics department.

2-4 June
Winter Living 

Theology 2015

Confirmations
His Grace, Archbishop Buti Tlhagale will administer the 
Sacrament of Confirmation to young people of the following 
Parishes in March. Pray for them.

Community Notice Board

Sun 8 Mar 09:00 Our Lady of Mercy Emdeni
Sun 15 Mar 10:00 Sacred Heart Palm Ridge
Sun 22 Mar 09:00 St Anthony’s Randfontein
Sat 28 Mar 18:00 Our Lady of Sorrows Nigel

Tuesdays until 24 March 
19:30-21:30

FAMILY of GOD COMMUNITY 
invites you  

to a personal encounter with Christ
LIFE IN THE SPIRIT SEMINAR

St Charles’ Church Hall, Road No. 3, 
Victory Park

Contact Mary 082 873 3372 or 
Marieke 011 402 6400

Engaged? Congratulations!
Now is the time to talk to your  

parish priest about  
marriage preparation

Catholic Engaged Encounter  
info@engagedencounter.co.za

Contact Bev 082-556-3880

AD news

Our Lady of Fatima Dube held a baptism service 
on Saturday, 7 February. Pictured is parish 
priest, Fr Jean-Marie Kuzituka Did’ho, flanked 
by  catechists, Babsy Moseu (left) and Lungile 
Ntombela and Nozipho Mdima (right). 

The rest are the children who were baptised, 
their parents and godparents. 

Photo: Parish public relations officer, Tefo Motsepe.

Right: The Ethiopian and Eritrean communities 
held a traditional wedding on 1 February at the 

St Francis of Assisi church in Yeoville. The service 
was conducted by Fr Melese Tumato and  

Fr Johannes Silalhi CICM, with community 
national coordinator, Hailu Adalo assisting.

Our Lady of Fatima Dube baptismsOur Lady of Fatima Dube baptisms

Ethiopian wedding celebration

Saturday 7 March 13:00

APC General Meeting
The Archdiocese Pastoral Council 

will meet on Saturday 7 March  
in the Cathedral Hall.  

All PPC members are invited  
to this important meeting.  

RSVP: Dept of Evangelisation

Are you called to be  
a diocesan priest?

Saturday 21 March 09:00-16:00
One day retreat for parish 

evangelisers directed by
Fr Alex Muanã SVD

Mazenod Centre, 44 Parkhill 
Road Lambton, Germiston.

Bookings: evangelisation dept

21 March
HUMAN RIGHTS DAY

5 April
EASTER SUNDAY

5 April
EASTER SUNDAY

Saturday 28 March 09:00-12:30
Catechetics deanery

co-ordinators meeting
Cathedral Place

Charismatic all-night vigil 
Saturday 28 March 20:00 to

Sunday 29 March 05:00
Cathedral of Christ the King

29 March 
PASSION SUNDAY

Thursday 2 April 10:00

Chrism Mass
Cathedral of Christ the King

Saturday 11 April 09:00-16:30

BREAD FOR THE JOURNEY
Unit 1 of Gospel of Mark

Cathedral Place
Please bring your own lunch

Sunday 12 April 15:30 

Divine Mercy Mass
concelebrated at Kensington 

Mother Mary of Sorrows
105 -11th Avenue 

Confessions - 2.00pm
Adoration - 2.30pm
Holy Mass - 3.30pm

Contact Vicar for vocations,
Father Thabo 082 8246 394
Facebook Thabo Motshegwa
Vocations secretary Susan

Bookings Teresa Wilsnagh
CATHOLIC BIBLE 
FOUNDATION of SA
011 435 7488

PILGRIMS’ RETREAT
24–26 April 2015

Bosco Youth Centre,
Walkerville

ALL PILGRIMS
of Johannesburg  
Archdiocese 
to be there!
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Father Thomas Plastow S.J. 
Answers Liturgy Questions

The Resurrection 
of the Body

Do you have a question  
about the Liturgy?
You are welcome to send 
questions directly to Fr Plastow: 
• PO Box 31087, 
 Braamfontein, 2017 
• e-mail 
 adnews@catholicjhb.org.za 
• fax 011 402-6406

A parishioner in Heidelberg 
says that since he was a 
little boy he has been 

confused by some of the asser-
tions we make in the Apostles’ 
Creed. His questions are not 
strictly liturgical, but doctrinal.  
He asks:

Every time we pray the Apostles 
Creed we say “I believe in the 
resurrection of the body...” I think 
that this message is confusing.  
If we are going to be resurrected 
in the flesh (like Jesus) where are 
we going to fit all the millions  
and billions and trillions of 
resurrected bodies? Isn’t it more 
accurate to say: “I believe in the 
resurrection of the soul (or of the 
spirit)”?

The Church teaches that Jesus 
Christ is truly risen, body and 
soul. We also hold that the 
Blessed Virgin Mary was spared 
corruption when she was raised 
from the dead and assumed into 
heaven. St. Paul tells us that 
Christ is the first fruits of a great 
harvest. Where he has gone, we 
hope to follow. Similarly, it makes 
no sense to teach the Assumption 
of Our Lady unless she is held up 
as the exemplar of the Christian 
disciple. Her triumph is to be the 
triumph of all believers.

This is a great mystery of the 
faith. We believe it by faith, and 
each generation seeks to under-
stand it, though it is beyond our 
comprehension. The more we 
meditate on these things, the more 
we are lost in wonder of what 
God has done, as is doing, in 
Christ. Given that heaven is a 
state of infinite light, peace and 
space, of course there will be 
room enough for all who will  
be there.

Other question coming to my 
mind in the reasoning of this 
conundrum. How am I going to  
be resurrected: as a small child, 
as a young man, as a mature man, 
or as an 88 year old in a wheel 
chair?

The wonder of the bodily 
resurrection is that the new and 
glorified body will not have any 
of the limitations and imperfec-
tions we carry with us now  
(1 Cor. 15:51-55). When Christ was 
raised, the apostles could touch 
him, speak, walk and eat with 
him, yet he was able to appear 
and disappear at will, even come 
into their company when they 
were behind locked doors. There 
is therefore something about the 
risen body that is both corporeal 
and unrestricted. Perhaps you 
would want to speak of this risen 
state as being a “spirit”, but 
spiritual beings cannot eat and 
drink. I should think that this state 
of being would not be confined to 

age, but that each of us would be 
at our purest, most authentic self.

One more question, please.  
Is resurrection the same as 
reincarnation?

No. Resurrection means coming 
back to life after death. It can refer 
to the resurrection of an 
individual, or the resurrection of 
humanity en masse so as to be 
judged at the end of time. 
Resurrection beliefs are found in 
several world religions, but 
Christianity has made it the 
central focus of its doctrine. 
Reincarnation, on the other hand, 
means taking flesh again. In this 
central tenet of Indian religions, 
the spirit or soul of a being can 
enter into a new body and so 
continue to live on earth. As the 
soul receives merits and demerits, 
so it may enter a higher or lower 
life form in subsequent lives.

The theory of reincarnation 
predates Christianity. It is to be 
found in many traditional religions 
across the globe, and it has 
fascinated fringe groups of Jews, 
Christians and Muslims. Hindu 
and Buddhist understandings of 
reincarnation have been popular-
ised in the West since the late 
nineteenth century. Reincarnation 
does not have a place in sound 
Christian doctrine since it is based 
on dualism: the idea that the body 
and the spirit are two distinct 
entities, and that the spirit is the 
“real” person while the body is 
just a lowly shell to be cast off 
when it is time to get a new one. 
Although some Christians have 
thought this way, and have even 
tried to deny the body, this has 
been a recurring heresy. The 
Christian doctrine of the 
incarnation of Christ tells us that 
the Word of God took flesh and 
was born as a human being. In 
this, Jesus has sanctified the 
human condition. We cannot know 
God except through our physical 
faculties. All the language we use 
to describe God is language 
formed by living people using 
their bodies. Our risen bodies  
will be some kind of glorified 
version of who we are now, and 
yet they will be recognisably who 
we are. We will then be living  
the mystery, and we shall know, 
even as we are fully known  
(1 Cor. 13:12).

MSA1101b

Sr Carmel 

082 543 9778
srcarmel@wizz.co.za

of the Assumption
The Missionary Sisters

Join us as a sister and bring
healing and joy to our world

Catholic Archdiocese of Johannesburg

APPLICATIONS ARE INVITED FOR THE POST OF

Justice & Peace Coordinator
Responsibilities:

The Justice & Peace Coordinator is responsible for the running of the 
Justice & Peace programme in the Archdiocese, in partnership with 
Misereor/KZE, to accomplish the J&P Project Objectives. This includes 
the promotion and coordination of Archdiocesan, Deanery and parish 
based J&P activities and projects.

The coordinator must be able to manage the J&P department office  
and staff, manage the programme budget, the strategic plan for the 
department, and be the communications person for the Archdiocese  
on Justice & Peace issues.

Requirements:
• Qualifications: at least three years experience working at  

community level, preferably in a non-profit organisation.
• Good communication and writing skills.
• Experience in managing projects.
• Excellent English and fluency in at least one or two African languages.
• Commitment to Catholic ethos and values and Catholic social  

teaching.
• Computer literate (MS Office).
• Valid driver’s licence and own a car.
• Willing to travel extensively within the Archdiocese.
• Willing to work on weekends when required.

Salary will be in line with the Misereor Contract and Archdiocesan 
Policy.

Applicants please send their CV’s and covering letters, plus the names 
and contact details of three references to:
Email: justpeace@catholicjhb.org.za;  
or by hand to: the Chancery, 186 Nugget Street, Johanesburg;  
or by Fax to J&P Department 011.402.6406.

Closing date for applications: 13th March 2015.
Only candidates short-listed will be contacted. 

On the second Sunday of 
ordinary time, 18 January, 

about 70 people who work in, or 
support the work of  Special 
Religious Education and Develop-
ment (SPRED), spent a day 
finding God in silence. Led by 
Dominican sister Sr Tshifhiwa, 
participants began with the 
readings for the Sunday with the 
theme listening, and replying, to 
God.

After a presentation on the 
benefit of silence and the 
experience of seeking and meeting 
God in silence, participants 
reflected together on each life 
being a personal, unique gift from 
God. After this, they reflected 
individually on the question: 
“What is God calling me to be in 
2015 that will truly express me, as 
God created me and loves me?” 
The day culminated in mass 

SPRED’s Sr TM Healey (left), 
retreat director Sr Tshifhiwa 

(right) and Veronica Peterson 
(back) with some of the  

participants at the SPRED 
retreat in January.

Here I am, 
   Lord

celebrated by Fr Alex Muanã.
SPRED is a programme of 

religious education and 
development for people with 
learning or other disabilities. The 
department offers training and 
resources to people wishing to 
accompany them on their faith 
journey. Call Sr TM at the 
Chancery who heads up SPRED 
locally and nationally on  
011 4026400.

Judy Stockill

Eighteen probationers were made full 
members of the Sacred Heart sodality at 

Holy Cross, Zola on 8 February.
Mass was celebrated by Fr Malesela Dikgale, 

with Fr Victor Ngwenya concelebrating. The 
priests were assisted by Rev Ernest Madondo.

Reflecting on Job’s earthly riches and him 
losing everything, in his homily, Fr Victor said 
when we are being tested, we should not give up 
on God as He can turn any situation around, no 
matter how hopeless. Fr Victor requested the 
faithful to allow difficult times to turn us 
towards God.

The Sacred Heart is also renowned for its 
humility. In our humiliation, we must remain 
humble and allow Christ to heal us, and ask Him 
to change us as individuals first, so we can look 
at the world with new eyes.

“It is an honour making you a part of Christ’s 
heart. Never take this privilege of being a 
member of the Sacred Heart sodality for granted 
as you are the monstrance that displays the body 
of Christ. Let us all go out and be examples of 
Christ to others,” he said.

Fr Malesela encouraged the new members to 
strive to always unite themselves with the sacred 
heart of Jesus and to work tirelessly for the 
kingdom of God.                             Lerato Mohone

The Sacred 
Heart is 

meek and 
humble

Newly-installed  
members of the 

Sacred Heart Sodality

On 27 January, the Ursuline schools  
of Johannesburg, Brescia House 

and St Ursula’s, celebrated the feast of  
St Angela Merici. 

St Angela, the foundress of the 
Ursulines, was quite a woman. Unlike 
her contemporaries, women who either 
married or became nuns, Angela found 
herself so drawn to changing the plight 
of uneducated girls, that she chose a 
third option – neither marriage nor the 
cloister, but instead, formed an order of 
religious women who lived in their own 
homes, but worked for the glory of God, 
in educating young girls. The Ursulines, 
named after St Ursula, was the first 
teaching order of women. 

In celebration of her feast day, the 
children at Brescia House and St 
Ursula’s were reminded of St Angela’s 
fortitude and faith. 

Celebrating St Angela Merici
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WAYS INTO PRAYER

Journeying 
through Lent

Frances Correia of the Jesuit Institute-South 
Africa, explores Ignatian Spirituality.

4

We are in the midst of Lent. For 
many, of it is one of the hardest 

seasons of the church. There is 
something about the waiting and 
preparing our soul for Easter that is 
appropriately hard.

We are called to reflect. We are 
called to remember. We are called to 
go to confession. This is the time to 
reassess our lives. This is the time to 
ask ourselves hard questions about 
how we spend our time? How we 
spend our money? How we treat other 
people? How we treat ourselves and 
how we treat God?

For us Christians, Lent is a gift of 
reassessment. Every day the readings 
from scripture are challenging us to 
think. There are readings about 
justice, about women, about children, 
about peace. Underpinning all these 
challenges is the constant invitation to 
return to God. To re-find ourselves in 
the love of the Lord. To see myself as 
a loved sinner, whom Jesus wants to 
be with.

Lent is a desert season. We 
remember in this season the Israelites 
wandering in the desert for 40 years, 
as they attempted to find the Promised 
Land. Of even more significance, we 

remember with Jesus His time of 
prayer and fasting in the desert in 
preparation for his public ministry. In 
Lent we are also invited to go into an 
interior desert. 

The silence of the desert is one 
where it is easier to hear the gentle 
voice of God. The practice in Lent of 
fasting and abstinence is an invitation 
to a simpler, less cluttered lifestyle, 
with the focus also on having more 
space to see and hear God.

In my own life, I often battle with 
this invitation to quieten down. 
School is in full swing in Lent and 
just balancing the needs of three 
small children and their various 
activities is often enough to 
completely clutter up my mental and 
physical space. I find myself, at 
8:30pm, with the children finally 
asleep and the kitchen looking like a 
disaster zone, desperate for the 
relaxing non-being of watching TV. 
Yet this Lent, I am trying to take a 
half hour of silence. In keeping with 
the desert theme, I have decided this 
year to pray through Lent with the 
sayings and proverbs of the Desert 
Fathers and Mothers. 

In the early church, devout 

 
Letters to the Editor

Dear Editor,
I refer to your September 14 article 
“Marriages Fail.  People Fail”

If a woman divorces a husband 
who physically assaults her, and/or 
mentally abuses her, is she a 
failure?  Is a woman who stays in a 
marriage where her husband 
abuses her, a partner in a successful 
marriage?

In another article you mention 
that Fr Burringham enjoys the 

Dear Editor,
I would like to comment on  
Fr T Plastow’s article (Nov 2014) on 
“Music and Inculturation.”  While I 
understand that some people want 
to alter the Mass to make it more 
African, I, for one, am one of the old 
lovers of the Latin (Roman) rite and 
was uplifted by the great music 
there used to be as an integral part 
of the high Mass, as celebrated at 
the Cathedral on Sundays at 11a.m.

Although Hilaire Belloc did not 
like long masses, AN Wilson has this 
to say of him in his biography: 
“Belloc would probably have found 
the new vernacular Mass and the 
religion which gave rise to it, 

sport of hurling.  What is hurling?  
Has any parish in South Africa 
had a hurling competition?

Mrs JM Thomson
Editor’s note: Hurling is a sport which 
originated in Ireland 3 000 years ago 
and is considered the fastest game to 
be played on grass. It combines the 
skills of baseball, hockey, and lacrosse 
in one high speed, high scoring, high 
octane sport (YouTube definition)

irritatingly inchoate, time-wasting.” 
(p.259)

So, Fr Plastow is worried that a 
setting of the Kyrie may be sung to 
a tune that doubles its length! He 
would probably tear his hair out if 
he had been present at one of the 
high Masses at the opening of the 
new Cathedral of Christ the King, 
where Gounod’s St Cecilia Mass 
was sung.

Finally, the Mass is a perform-
ance, actually a drama, celebrating 
Christ’s death and resurrection. If 
the priest is sloppy or insincere, it 
is evident. 

Peter A. Onsestov

That is why man leaves his father 
and mother and becomes 
attached to his wife, and the 

two becomes one flesh. Matt 19 :4-6.
When two people – a man and a 

woman decide to get married, it is a 
very courageous step they are taking. 
It requires a lot of maturity, commit-
ment and love for the two. It is a 
lifetime of being together, in love as 
man and woman. It is in this context 
that I am talking about being visible, 
not only as a sign but, for each other. 
It is a sign for the observer, those 
who are outside this contract.

We model ourselves on people and 
things around us. As human beings, 
we like to compare, thus we talk 
about role models and examples. As 
Catholics, the church has given us 
saints as our models for good and 
true Christian living. Christ is the 
perfect and ultimate examples of a 
true Christian life. Mary, Joseph and 
Jesus are a model of married life. 
They too, like any other family, had 
their own story. There are other 
examples – the saints Joachim and 
Ann, Elizabeth and Zachariah, the 
parents John the Baptist, Abraham 
and Sarah, and, in our time Walter 
and Albertina Sisulu. We see in these 
people, men and women who were 
present for each other in difficult 

Marriage – 
being the visible sign

times. It is in, and through this, that 
being visible in marriage, being 
moulded and fashioned to be a 
better person. While the couple may 
not be perfect, it is in this 
imperfection that they will strive to 
be perfect in all aspects of life.

Talking about marriage, I am 
inclined to talk about friendship. 
“Two souls dwelling in one body.”

Thus marriage is a celebration of 
friendship, a communion of love. You 
are visible to each other. You are 
present, both physically and 
spiritually.

Christians who marry in the Lord 
are a living sign of God’s love in 
human relationship, and in family 
living. 

Holy matrimony is a public sign 
that one gives oneself to this person. 
It is a public statement about God: 
the loving union of husband and wife 
speaks of family values and also God. 

This union marked by love, respect, 
care, concern, and a commitment to 
share responsibly in the raising of a 
family, should God bless them with 
children.

Christian marriage is an extra-
ordinary sign of God working in, and 
through, the ordinary. A good 
marriage is not simply a civil 
contract, it is rather a holy covenant 

Catholic families 
are united to 
preserve and 

develop the faith 
which has been handed down from 
the “people of apostolic times” and 
faithfully passed on to the next 
generation. During the month of 
March, we reflect on how we 
respect and practise human rights 
in our families. Human Rights Day is 
linked to 21 March 1960 – the 
Sharpeville massacre. On that day, 
69 people died and 180 wounded 
when police fired on a peaceful 
crowd gathered to protest the pass 
laws. It was more than a protest 
against apartheid laws – it also 
challenged the domination system. 
This year, we celebrate human right 
against the backdrop of looting 
from foreign national shops. Is 
violence our fate? Is there no 
alternative to the domination 
system?

Respect for human begins entails 
respect for the rights that form 
dignity as creatures. They are the 
basis of moral legitimacy of every 
individual and government, and we 
cannot refuse to recognise them.

What is a family?
A family is made up of a parent-
and-child relationship. This can also 
mean a parent and child not based 
on blood or adoption ties, but that 
is based on care, responsibility and 

commitment. This 
includes parents caring 
for adopted, foster or 
step-children and 

people caring for aging parents. 
Family could be made up of 
members with disabilities, terminal 
illness, lesbian, gay, bisexual or 
transgendered persons.

Dignity of human persons
In 2000, the Constitutional Court 
head a case between Hoffmann who 
was HIV+ and South African Airways 
and the court came to a conclusion: 
“The greater interests of society 
require the recognition of the 
inherent dignity of every human 
being ...”Justice Ngcobo. The dignity 
of every human being is based on 
creation - we are all created in the 
image and likeness of God. When 
God created human beings, he 
conferred on us the dignity of a 
person who can initiate and control 
our own actions. 

Freedom and responsibility
Freedom makes everyone 
responsible for their actions to the 
extent that those actions are 
voluntary. The freedom given to us 
makes us moral subjects. Every 
Catholic family has a cross to carry. 

Catechism teaches us that 
circumstances and consequences are 
secondary elements of moral act.

Joseph Dube, St Francis of Assisi, Yeoville

involving three persons. The couple is 
joined on their life’s journey by Jesus 
Christ who promises to bless, sustain 
and rejoice in their union.

I am not talking about a superficial 
marriages, I am talking about men 
and women both blood and flesh.  
People, who are weak, with limita-
tions, sinners, people who are not 
perfect. I am talking about real 
people, not angels, and yet this is 
possible, because there is love. I am 
talking about being visible, to each 
other. 

Couples need to be visible to each 
other, they need to let the five senses 
direct their lives as a couple, smell, 
touch, sight, taste, sound. It is in this 
sense that their relationship will be 
like the house the gospel writer refers 
too, which is built on a rock.  Sex 
plays an important role in marriage 
life. Explore your sex life with each 
other. If you are visible to each other, 
there is no room for shyness, because 
the two have become one.    

Therefore, dear couples in Christ, 
enter this union with, courage, hope, 
and love. May you experience that 
love which is God in your marriage 
life. May the example, of the holy 
family, that is of Jesus, Mary and 
Joseph continually intercede for your 
marriage. 

Rev Fr Mohohlo P Maselwane OMI:  
Vicar For Family Life

Human rights 
and family

Christians often went to live for a 
time in the desert. Some of these 
people became recognised spiritual 
leaders and their sayings and 
proverbs have been handed down by 
the church to help us to live out our 
call to follow Christ. I am so struck 
by how, appropriate to my own life, 
many of their words of wisdom are. 
For example ‘Be silent and rest in 
prayer. These are the roots of non-
sinning’. (Abbot Arsenius).  I know 
this is true in my life, that when I 
take time to be silent with God I am 
a calmer, more peaceful more 
compassionate person.

Or this line from St Mark the 
ascetic, ‘Three giants of the evil one 
are forgetfulness, ignorance and 
indifference. Three weapons against 
the evil one are memory of the 
good, enlightened knowledge and a 
lively zeal.’ These words are as 
challenging to me today as I am 
sure they would have been in the 
4th century. Just reading them 
reminds me of the importance of 
knowing what is happening in the 
world, and of being an active 
citizen. It is also a reminder to hold 
onto what is good, and not to be 
swept up by the often extreme 
pessimism that sells news! 

If drawn to praying with the 
Desert Fathers this Lent, I invite 
you to SMS the Jesuit Institute JOY 
service. Each day a pithy saying 
will be sent to your phone to aid 
you in your prayer life. SMS JOY to 
31222 Cost of R4.00 per week.
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St Augustine College of South Africa

POSITION / VACANCY

HEAD: DEPARTMENT OF THEOLOGY
Founded in 1999, St Augustine College of South Africa is a private higher 
education institution in the Catholic Intellectual Tradition promoting ethical 
leadership, dignity of the human person and the common good. It offers a 
range of undergraduate and postgraduate degrees and certificates which are 
accredited and registered by the Council for Higher Education and the 
Department of Education.

The College seeks to appoint a full time Head of the Department of Theology 
at the rank of Senior Lecturer or Associate Professor. The successful candi-
date, who must be a Catholic, will be responsible for oversight and develop-
ment of the Theology programmes at both undergraduate and postgraduate 
levels in cooperation with College administration and members of the 
Department. S/he is expected to supervise students’ research, to initiate, 
coordinate and conduct academic research and research projects, to excel in 
teaching at all levels, to represent the Department at all relevant meetings, to 
oversee any revisions of the existing programmes, to prepare an annual 
budget for the Department, to determine the necessary personnel as well as 
participate in other aspects of the School's activities. 

Applicants must have a Doctorate degree in Systematic Theology from within 
the Catholic Tradition. The capacity to teach over a substantial breadth will be 
considered an asset. The candidate should have teaching experience at a 
tertiary level within a multicultural setting, a very good publication record 
and relevant research experience, strong skills in verbal communication and 
inter-personal relationships and ability to work as part of team. Previous 
experience in administration will serve as a strong recommendation. 

Persons interested in being considered for appointment to this position are 
invited to provide the College with an expression of interest and a concise C.V., 
highlighting qualifications, experience and relevant skills as well as the names 
of three referees.  

Salary range will depend on qualifications and experience. The College 
reserves the right not to make an appointment. If no response is forthcoming, 
please assume the application was not successful. 

Closing date for applications:  31 March 2015

If offered an appointment, the College expects the successful candidate to be 
able to take up the position by the beginning of August 2015 at the latest.

The College reserves the right not to make an appointment.  
If no response is forthcoming, please assume the application was not successful.

Please send submissions to:
Prof Nicholas Rowe , Academic Dean

St Augustine College of South Africa
P O Box 44782, Linden, 2104 

Fax: 011-380-9251,  e-mail n.rowe@staugustine.ac.za

The Evangelisation Department is  
holding a retreat for all Parish Evangelisation 

Representatives of the Archdiocese.

21st March 2015
Mazenod Retreat Centre

44 Parkhill Road Lambton
9h00 to 16h00

Fee:  R130-00 p.p.    
(Tea, lunch, Venue and Priest’s Stipend.)

The Retreat Master will be Fr Alex Muana SVD 
and we invite any interested Catholic  

to join in but please inform us in time.

Please call Veronica on  
011 402 6400 to book your place.

Catholics from various parts of 
South Africa flocked into the 

town of Matlosana on the weekend 
of 23 to 25 January to support 
Victor Phalana, then-Bishop elect 
who was about to be ordained to the 
episcopate to head the Klerksdorp 
Diocese. The day was selected to 
coincide with the bishops’ plenary 
which took place a week earlier at 
St John Vianney seminary, Pretoria 
to enable all the bishops to be at the 
ordination. Bishop Victor Phalana 
is the outgoing administrator of 
the Sacred Heart Cathedral in the 
Archdiocese of Pretoria and the 
Vicar-General. He is mostly known 
for his passion of the scriptures, 
evangelisation, music and his 
fatherly ways of dealing with the 
youth.                         Lebo WA Majahe

Ahead of his ordination
On the eve of his ordination,  
people gathered at the Cathedral 
of Christ the Redeemer for the 
solemn vespers, which consisted 
of recitation of psalms, a capitu-
lum, a response and hymns. 
Prayers were also said and the 
bishop-elect’s ring, mitre and 
crousier were blessed. Pictured is 
Archbishop George Daniel on the 
ambo with Bishop Emeritus 
Mvemve and Bishop Elect  
Phalana sitting. 

Bishop-Elect  
promising that he 

will serve the  
people of God with 
Archbishop George 

Daniel listening.

The bishops 
enter James 

Motlatsi  
stadium in 

Orkney, where 
the ordination 

took place.

Episcopal ordination of Bishop Phalana
25 January 2015

Bishop-Elect 
Victor Phalana 
with Fr Jonathan 
Shand

The multitudes of people who graced the occasion with 
their attendance.

The procession of the word done by the Sacred Heart 
cathedral’s West African community.

The homily was delivered by Bishop 
Emeritus of Gaborone, Rt. Rev. 
Bishop Boniface Setlalekgosi.

The Bishop-Elect lying on 
the ground during the litany 
of the Saints.

Archbishop Buti  
Tlhagale laying his 
hands upon the head 
of the Bishop-Elect. All 
other Bishops did the 
same one after the 
other.

The book of the Gospel is placed upon the 
head of the Bishop-Elect by deacons.

Bishop Victor’s  
brother and  
sister-in-law  
taking the  
crousier forward.

Archbishop Slattery presents  
the new Bishop to the people.

The Apostolic letter is read by 
the Apostolic Nuncio Arch-
bishop Mario Cassari with  
Fr Karabo Baloyi present-
ing the Papal Bull.

The Bishop-Elect standing in front of the principal 
ordaining Bishop, William Slattery promising in 
front of the people to uphold the faith and to  
discharge his duties of the office entrusted to him 
by the Apostles until death.
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Lourdes Primary is a Catholic Primary School in Soweto.  
The school was established by the Holy Cross Sisters in 1919. 

The Applicant must be a practising Catholic and will be responsible  
for the professional management and leadership of this vibrant primary school. 

Lourdes Primary School

Requirements  
• Appropriate primary school quali-

fications of at least REQV 13
• At least ten years primary school 

teaching experience
• Minimum of three years’ experience 

in a school management position in a 
primary school

• Registered with SACE

Key Performance Areas 
• Building on the vision of the school
• Motivating, leading and supporting a team of 

teachers 
• Developing the children in our care
• Keeping up to date on primary curriculum and 

advising the school on educational matters
• Preparing school budgets and controlling costs 
• Staff Development

Commencement Date: 1 July 2015
Applicants must apply in writing by 27 March 2015 to:

The Chairperson , Board of Governors, Lourdes Primary School 
Email: admin@lourdespps.co.za

Applicants are requested to email or hand-deliver their application to the school and to include: 
• Detailed CV together with a letter of motivation  
• Certified copy/ copies of their diploma[s]/certificate[s]
• Names and contact telephone numbers of at least three Referees, one of whom should be 

the applicant’s parish priest
Applicants are invited from South African citizens. The Board of Governors of Lourdes Primary School reserves the 
right to make no appointment.  An application will not itself entitle the applicant to an interview or an appoint-
ment. Failure to meet the minimum requirements of the advertised post will result in the applicant automatically 
disqualifying himself/herself from consideration.

Physical address: 2063a Zone 2 Diepkloof 1864
Postal address: P O Box 1134 Mondeor 2110

Tel: +27 11 985 1179
Fax: +27 11 985 1161

POSITION OF PRINCIPAL

Holy Rosary School kicked off 2015 with staff development, featuring 
guest speaker, Fr Hugh Lagan SMA, who is affiliated with the St Luke  
Institute in the US, and who is a clinical psychologist. He spoke about how 
to apply the key components of a strength-based, world view with career 
satisfaction, to their daily lives by choosing happiness.

From left: Sharon Meyer (High School HOD: Religion), Mary Fitzpatrick 
(Primary School HOD: Religion), guest speaker Fr Lagan, Jacinta Lucas 
(Acting Principal), Hilary Gray (Acting Principal: Primary School), and 
Belinda Damhuis (Acting Principal: High School).

Catholic schools have a long and proud tradition of providing 
education that is of high quality. Not only do they focus on 

the academics, but pupils are encouraged to participate in other 
activities like sport and music and are groomed to be good 
leaders of the future. On Friday, 30 January, the new prefects of 
John Martin Catholic School in Kagiso were inaugurated. Among 
the guests of honour were the parents and John Khunopi, a 

St Catherine’s pupils and teachers put their heads and hearts 
together to help the community in which the school operates.

 On a monthly basis, the school will offer something back to the 
community in different ways. This will be done through teaching 
orphan children from Epworth Children’s Home how to be water-wise 
and how to swim. The school will fetch the children from Epworth 
and take them to their school and back. They will also be spending 
time with children’s homes in the area and assisting them with grade-
appropriate subjects. Food and clothing will be regularly collected for 
squatter camps in the area.

The theme for January was ‘Each 1 Teach 1.’  

For months, the Archdiocesan 
World Youth Day organisers, under 

the Youth Department have been 
preparing for WYD 2016, and we are 
pleased to report that we have a 
significant allotment of rooms 
booked in Krakow. We are passionate 
about helping our pilgrims 
experience Christ in the most 
memorable way in Poland.

St John Paul II started World Youth 
Day in 1986 as a way to capture the 
spirit of the youth and inspire them to 
live the teachings of Christ. Next year, 
this magnificent pilgrimage will be 
hosted in Krakow, the former 
episcopal see of its founder. It's not 
just a social gathering – there are a lot 
of catechesis, stations of the cross, 
which are normally done on the 
streets with the Pope, many 
programmes and talks to choose 
from, festivals and mass. 

Confessions are readily available as 
priests are everywhere during the 
week of the event. One incident I 
remember during WYD was seeing a 
queue at a metro station of people 

Choosing happinessChoosing happiness

Helping the local community

WYD pilgrimage 
with Pope Francis

who wanted confession. The poor 
priest sat there for hours hearing 
confessions! Like everyone else, he 
was about to board the train and two 
people asked him for confession and 
minutes after that the queue grew.  

The week before the actual WYD 
event is mission week, which is also 
known as a time for the ‘Days in the 
Diocese’ programme. We are likely to 
participate in it at the Diocese of 
Wroclaw from the 21 to 25 July, about 
100 km from Krakow. Participation in 
this pilgrimage will cost about 
R33 000 and includes airfares, taxes 
and insurance, WYD registration, 
lodging, backpacks and materials, 
travel passes and meal coupons.  
St Stanislaus, the patron saint of 
Poland, a bishop and martyr of the 
11th century is one of the saints being 
asked to intercede for the success of 
the WYD. After his ordination to the 

priesthood, Stanislaus served the 
church of Krakow in different pastoral 
and administrative posts. He was 
chosen bishop in 1701 and was 
reluctant to take the post. Out of 
respect to Pope Alexander II’s orders, 
he accepted the position. He was a 
bold preacher of the gospel and that 
boldness brought him into conflict 
with Poland’s ruler, King Boleslaus I, 
who was notorious for his violence.  
The king sent henchmen to kill 
Stanislaus by tracking him down with 
a sword during a celebration of mass. 
He was soon acclaimed a martyr, 
while Boleslaus II lost his grip on 
power and left Poland. In later years, 
the fallen monarch is said to have 
lived in a monastery, repenting the 
murder. St Faustina Kowalska is 
another saint officially announced to 
intercede for WYD 2016.

Lebo WA Majahe

New staff members at 
St Catherine’s

Brenda Lunsford 
– Life Science 
Teacher High 
School

Rian Van Tonder 
– Business Studies 
High School

Chantelle Nogueira 
– Grade 3 teacher

The presentation of prefects to those attending. 

Prefects Inaugurated

Dominica Dhladhla, 
school principal.

retired principal from a neighboring school. In his 
talk on the language of education, John encouraged 
learners to make priorities in life and that doing well 
at school should be one of their core missions. He 
emphasised that there is no substitute to studying for 
future success. Motsamai Molete, an educator, was 
the master of ceremonies. The principal, Dominica 
Dhladhla remarked on the willingness and enthusiasm 
the learners showed in serving the school and fellow 
learners. Thato Majahe kept the programme alive 
with music. Olebogeng Seshwene, a pupil, recited an 
inauguration poem for the prefects. The vote of thanks 
was done by Maragelo Tshekiso and Sr Blandina 
Mathakgala closed the ceremony with a prayer.  
A finger lunch in the hall followed.

Report and photos: Lebo WA Majahe

     HOLY SITES TRAVEL

Join us on a 
Pilgrimage to the Holy Land

in November 2015
(7 nights)

Price: R22 000,00 (T&Cs apply)

Contact Elna   •   Tel: 082 975 0034
E-mail: elna@holysites.co.za

“See the 
Holy Land”
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Pope Francis 
met in private 
audience with 

Cardinal Angelo 
Amato SDB, the prefect of the 
Congregation for the Causes of 
Saints on 22 January. In that 
audience, the Holy Father author-
ised the Congregation to promul-
gate various decrees, and amongst 
the decrees authorised was that 
Servant of God Tshimangadzo 
Samuel Benedict Daswa died a 
martyr’s death. This opens the way 
for Benedict Daswa to be beatified 
which is good news for all African 
Catholics, particularly us in South 
Africa. The date for the beatifica-
tion has not yet been announced, 
but during an interview ADNews 
held with Archbishop Buti 
Tlhagale last month, he said it is 
likely to be around October in a 
stadium in Thohoyandou. More 
details will be communicated later. 

 The Southern African Catholic 
Bishops Conference has also sent 
out an invitation to Pope Francis 
asking him to attend this event, but 
his office has not yet responded. 

 Usually a Vatican cardinal 
presides during such ceremonies 
but the bishops felt that this was 
an extraordinary occasion, said 
Archbishop Buti.

 Benedict Daswa, who was born 
in Mbahe village, was a Catholic 
school principal and family man. 
Bishop Joao Rodriguez of Tza-
neen, the diocese to which Daswa 
belonged, and that subsequently 
conducted the inquiry into his life 
and death, described Daswa as “a 
very strong man and firm about his 
faith, particularly in relation to 

issues of divination 
and witchcraft, 
which is quite promi-
nent and practiced by 

people in many ways, not only in 
South Africa, but in many parts of 
Africa and the world.” 

A group of theologians tasked to 
review the life of Benedict Daswa, 
unanimously voted late last year 
that Daswa be named a martyr. 
The matter was then discussed by 
the Congregation of the Causes of 
Saints and referred for recom-
mendation to Pope Francis for the 
final decision. Our bishops also 
spoke briefly about it with Pope 
Francis last year during their ad 
limina visit in Rome. The church 
in South Africa and in Africa 
would be gratified by the news of 
a new “blessed” soon to be 
beatified, he said.

 Tshimangadzo Daswa shed his 
blood at the hands of a gang that 
meted out mob justice on him.  
He had been cornered into a pub 
where he had sought refuge and 
beaten to death. Archbishop Buti 
firmly believes that his beatifica-
tion will lead to canonisation. 
Daswa, he said, gives “encourage-
ment to Christians and Catholics 
in particular, and his bold stance 
also challenges many Christians to 
consider that very often faith 
cannot just be compromised. The 
Archbishop said he is also excited 
about this beatification because it 
means that finally South Africans 
can get a saint who hails from 
their shores and with whom they 
can identify during their struggles 
and challenges.

Lebo WA Majahe
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Br Mike Chalmers cfc of the 
Bible Foundation writes about 
the Word of God in response 
to the Synod call for spiritual 
growth and on-going formation.

WORD OF GOD
The Sixth Beatitude
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Miguel De Lemos 20-3-55
Albert Nolan and
   Gregory Brooke 18-3-61
Bernard Hession 05-3-66
Gerard McCabe  24-3-84
Inigo Alvarez de Toledo 28-3-00
Joseph Luyombya and
   Aloysius Ssegwanyi  01-3-14
 

1st Didier Lemaire
3rd Nkosinathi Nkabinde
8th Rev Terence Fox
14th Benno Singer
18th Eduardo Guarin
23rd James Towell
24th Pawel Michalowski
31st Carlos Gabriel

5th James Ralston

We Celebrate with 
our Clergy

Ordinations

Birthdays in March

... and in early April

The following Priests and Deacons 
celebrate their birthdays and 
anniversaries of their ordination. 
Pray for all of them!

JOIN the ADNews
group and get 
up-to-date notices

Bread that will Last
by Brother Mike Chalmers cfc

Bread that will  
Last will  
encourage you  
to listen to what  
God says to you  
through  
Scripture.

This book offers  
wonderful  
scholarship, with  
new insights and  
a fresh perspect- 
ive for all those  
who wish to  
deepen their under- 
standing of Scripture. 

Contact:  
Catholic Bible Foundation

011 435-7488
jhb@catholicbible.org.za

Endorsed by SACBC

It is ideal for 
faith-sharing 
groups, family 
prayer, teachers, 
ministers and 
priests.

As Jesus was leaving Jericho, blind 
Bartimaeus called out, “Son of 
David, have pity on me.” Jesus’ 
response to this call for help was, 
“What do you want me to do for 
you?” Not surprisingly the reply was, 
“I want to see.” What is surprising is 
Mark’s comment on the healing. 
“Immediately, he received his sight 
and followed him on the way.” This 
means so much more than walking 
down the road following Jesus. “The 
Way,” means he took it on himself to 
live by the values Jesus lived and 
taught. (Mk 10: 46 – 52)

Blessed are the pure of heart, for 
they shall see God. 

Think of the purity of a flower that 
constantly shows its beauty and fills 
the air with its scent. It is in the 
nature of a flower to display its 
beauty. We too are called to radiate 
love. This is our nature. The heart 
symbolises the source of this love. 
From the heart radiates vitality, 
desire, affection, courage, enthusiasm 
and audacity, all rolled into one. Like 
Bartimaeus we want to see God. This 
goes far beyond ordinary vision.

The Little Prince says, “What is 
essential, is invisible to the eye, it is 
only with the heart that we can see 
rightly.” We are called to an inner 
vision, to see with the eyes of the 
heart. We receive a deep new insight 
that comes to us changing and 
deepening our understanding of God. 
Transformation of our relationship 
follows.

“It is especially necessary that 
listening to the Word of God should 
become a life giving encounter, 
which draws from the biblical text 
the living Word which question, 
directs and shapes our lives.” 1

Linked with God are those whose 
lives radiate from a centre of love; 
they shall see God everywhere; is a 
second way of expressing this 
beatitude.

The Song of a Pure Heart
2 Let your eyes see my goodness.  

3 If you try my heart, if you visit me 
by night, if you test me, you will find 
no wickedness in me; my mouth does 
not transgress. 4 By the word of your 
lips I have avoided the ways of the 
violent. 5 My steps have held fast to 
your paths; my feet have not slipped. 
6 I call upon you, for you will answer 
me, O God; incline your ear to me, 
hear my words. 7 Wondrously show 
your steadfast love, O saviour of 
those who seek refuge at your right 
hand. 8 Guard me as the apple of the 
eye; hide me in the shadow of your 
wings.

15 As for me, I shall behold your 

face in righteousness; when I awake I 
shall be satisfied, beholding your 
likeness. (Ps 17: 2-8, 15)

Here is another understanding of 
our beatitude, to reflect on.

Blessed are those whose first 
reaction is sympathy and friendship. 
In a lightening flash they will receive 
deep knowing about God.

A Prayer – SEEKING GOD’S FACE
Good will Triumph.
1 The Lord is my light and my 

salvation; whom shall I fear? The 
Lord is the stronghold of my life; of 
whom shall I be afraid? 

4 One thing I asked of the Lord, that 
will I seek after: to live in the house 
of the Lord all the days of my life, to 
behold the beauty of the Lord, and 
learn in his temple. 

7 Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud, 
be gracious to me and answer me! 8 
“Come,” my heart says, “seek his 
face!” Your face, Lord, do I seek. 

13 I believe that I shall see the 
goodness of the Lord in the land of 
the living. (Ps 27)

Jesus’ Transfiguration must have 
been an extraordinary moment of 
grace for Him as well as Peter, James 
and John. We too are called into a 
more meaningful relationship with the 
Risen Christ.

3 Moses and Elijah appeared to the, 
conversing with him. 4Then Peter said 
to Jesus in reply, “Lord, it is good to 
be here.” 5 “This is my beloved Son, 
with whom I am well pleased, listen 
to him.” (Mt 17: 3,4,5b) 

3 Who shall ascend the hill of the 
Lord? And who shall stand in his holy 
place? 4 Those who have clean hands 
and pure hearts, will receive blessing 
from the Lord. 6 Such are those who 
seek him, who seek the face of the 
God of Jacob. (Ps 24: 3 – 6)

Let us pray with St Paul.
13 I pray before the Father, that he 

may grant that we may be strength-
ened with power through his Spirit. 17 

May Christ dwell in our hearts, as we 
remain rooted and grounded in love. 
18 I pray that we may have the power 
to comprehend, 19 and to know the 
love of Christ, so that we may be 
filled with all the fullness of God.  
20 To him, Christ Jesus, who is able to 
accomplish abundantly far more than 
all we can ask or imagine, 21 to him 
be glory forever and ever. Amen.  
(Eph 3: 13 – 21)

St John Paul ll, Novo Millenio

Phuthi Makgabo is pictured here 
with Pope Francis. Phuthi is our 
seminarian studying at the Ponti-
fical University of the Holy Cross, 
Rome and is currently in his third 
year studying theology. He is a 
parishioner of St Albert, Vosloorus. 

Lebo WA Majahe

The pride of our 
Archdiocese
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 to be beatified
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Above: On Catechetical 
Sunday at St Theresa, 
Zondi, the catechists were 
blessed by Rev Deacon 
Edward Nyembe. The 
message to the congre-
gation was that they 
should be respected and everyone should pledge to assist them, as their 
work is a calling from God.                                                    Styles Makhoba 

On 25 January, Holy Rosary, 
Phiri, celebrated Police Day.  
Fr Victor Ngwenya, parish 
priest, blessed the police  
officers present at mass.

Blessing 
catechists

the 

8
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Bibles, Rosaries, Crucifix, Medals, Hymns, 
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A new book on the reflections of the stations 
of the Cross. Book contains six sets 

of reflections on different topics.
A Walk to Calvary ... 
... with Jesus: Personal dialogue with Jesus. 
...  with Mother Mary: how and what Mother Mary felt as 

she was walkinfg with Jesus to Calvary. 
...  with the Word Of God: Reflections with the Word of God. 
...  with the Family: How families undergo different passions
...  with the suffering: How people suffer in different way in 

their particular way of life. 
...  on Good Friday: what Jesus felt on the way to Calvary, 

explained with the historical back ground.

R20 per copy. Books are available at St. Joseph's catholic church, Actonville 
or contact the office on 0114212894. or contact Zinto on 0724550740.

A Walk to Calvary
by Fr Boniface D’Souza

On Sunday, 1 February, St John 
Bosco Parish celebrated their 
patronal feast day. This year also 
marks the 200th anniversary of 
the birth of the founder of the 
Salesian order.

The day started with an open-
air mass held at the Theo Wasse-
naar School grounds. A family 
fun day followed with brunch 
and a variety of games.

Kevin Luk 
Parish Pastoral Council

The Soweto Deanery recently hosted 
the Archdiocesan Daughters of   

St Anne opening mass at Holy Cross, 
Zola. Their spiritual director,  
Fr Nkosinathi Nkabinde from Our Lady 
of Africa, Mohlakeng was the main 
celebrant with Frs Malesela Dikgale, 
Holy Cross and Buang Mofo- keng 
from the Bethlehem Diocese 
concelebrating. Rev Ernest Madondo 
said the mass was to give glory to God 
for the gift of life and to place the 
sodality’s endeavours into His fatherly 
hands.

In his homily, Fr Buang highlighted 
the differences in attitudes that 
members of sodalities should be 
aware of. The first one is that of vanity 
and showing off; being seen in the 
finest material that is cut from a 
different cloth than others’ and heels 
that make one taller than the rest so 
that they literally look down on other 
members.

The second attitude is in line with 
the motto of the sodality – charity, 
understanding and perseverance. It 
follows the rules of the sodality which 
is known for its good works.

“Like Simon, God does not call you 
once. When the Lord calls, as 
Daughters of St Anne, you should 
learn to respond by saying ‘Here I am 
Lord, I come to do your will’ and act 
on what God is asking of you,” he said. 

Fr Nkosinathi encouraged them to 
look at where they are spiritually and 
their vision for being in the sodality. 

Lerato Mohone

On 25 January, the Justice and 
Peace ministry of Our Lady of the 
Wayside, Maryvale organised a 
celebration for national Police Day. 
The objectives for the memorial 
were:
• To raise awareness of the causes 

and effects of crime in society 
and the church;

• To encourage the involvement of 
the church and communities in 
the fight against crime

• To affirm the work that many 
police are doing, putting their 
lives at risk to keep the streets 
safe; 

• To create a better relationship 
and collaboration between the 
church and the police in fighting 
crime so as to be able to hold 
the SAPS accountable; and 

• To reduce the level of corruption.  
We had a lively and vibrant mass 

which was celebrated by Fr Didier 
who stood in for parish priest  
Fr Petrus Shiya. Fr Didier compared 
the profession of police-
men and women to the 
calling of the apostles by 
Jesus Christ. Both vocations 
require enthusiasm, 
dedication and selfless 
sacrifice, he said. This 
analogy tied in well with 
the Gospel reading of the 
day, Mark 1, 14-20. 

At the beginning of 
mass, Lieutenant Colonel 
Claudina Nkosi-Kumwenda, 
a local parishioner of our church, 
and her family, lit the family candle. 
The family candle symbolises the 
centrality of families in the society. 

 Nine police officials attended in 
full police uniform. The police 
stations represented were 

On Sunday the 25 January, 
the St Francis of Assisi 
Church in Yeoville cele-

brated Police Day. We invited the 
Johannesburg Metro Police to 
address both the Sunday school 
children and adults during the 
9am mass. The Metro Police team 
was led by Sgt Maswanganye. 
The Metro Police asked the 
congregation to work with them 
in addressing issues such as 
illegal parking. Parishioners 
should encourage the public to 
park their cars in the areas 
designated for parking, they said. 
They also spoke about illegal 
trading which is one of the big 
challenges in Yeoville. The 
officers explained why trading 
next to the market was not 
allowed and pleaded with the 
Catholics to raise awareness and 
to encourage the traders to apply 
for space in the market. They 

Unite in prayer and activism 
against crime and corruption in South Africa

Alexandra, Bramley and Norwood. 
Lieutenant Colonel Hlakotsa, 

from the Norwood police station, 
gave a short, but moving speech. 
The message he conveyed centred 
on the fallen police heroes and 
heroines who died in the line of 
duty. They sacrificed their lives to 
keep our country free of criminals, 
he said. 

We are grateful to the station 
commander of Norwood police 
station Colonel Zoleka Kuboni, 
Colonel Kemp, the station 
commander of Bramley police 
station, and Brigadier David 
Ngcobo of Alexandra police 
station, for allowing their staff to 
participate in our celebration of 
national Police Day. We have laid 
the solid foundation for cordial 
relationship to flourish between 
the church, the police and the 
general community at large.

Marumagae Moshe

A concelebrated mass was held in 
honour of St John Bosco. The 
principal celebrant was parish 
priest, Fr John Thompson SDB. 
The Salesian Provincial Superior, 
Fr Francois Dufour SDB was also 
present.

Feast of St John Bosco

Police Day 
celebrations  
... in Yeoville

JMPD officers during mass

spoke about noise from liquor 
outlets and said they should be 
considerate of the communities 
they lived in, especially for 
children who needed to study and 
rest for the next day. 

At the Sunday school, the 
officers spoke about road safety. 

At the end of the mass,  
Fr Johannes Silalahi CICM 
prayed for all the police in our 
country and blessed the metro 
police. After the service, members 
of the parish had the opportunity 
to ask questions and seek clarity 
on the issues the officers had 
raised during the service. The 
church plans to organise a public 
meeting to deal with illegal 
trading with the hope of finding a 
long-lasting solution.

Joseph Dube: St Francis Catholic  
Justice and Peace, Yeoville

In Zondi ...
‘Here I am Lord, I 
come to do your will’

… Klerksdorp
Police Day was celebrated on  
1 February at Christ the Redeemer 
Cathedral in Klerkdorp. Seen here 
is Bishop Victor Phalana with 
parishioners and officers.


