


St Patrick’s Benoni, South Africa Sunday 29 March 2020 
 

 Dear people of God 
  

 Lawrence of Arabia, was asked why he desert appealed to him. “It’s clean,” 
 he said, “and bare”. In early Christianity, those seeking God went into the 
 desert  where there was nothing – there they came face to face with evil, with 
 themselves, with God – in the clean and bare desert where there was nothing to 
 do. 
 

 During these weeks of lockdown, we will sleep, watch TV, get on each other’s 
 nerves, enjoy each other’s company and we will be in the desert like Lawrence, 
 like Jesus. This is the time to make an intense, good Lent – to pray, to face our 
 mortality, our selfishness, to face our need of God whose human face is Jesus. 
 This is a time to ponder Jesus’ own temptations suffering and death inextricably 
 mixed in with ours, to bring us through death to life – a life with bigger horizons, 
 more intense and precious than ever before. The end of this, which is the 
 beginning, we call “Easter” and this year we will experience Easter not in a Church 
 building but in our home churches. We will never be quite the same again. To live 
 life intensely, to the full, is what Jesus came for. The ancient phrase is “carpé 
 diem”  “seize the day”, “make the most your life for it is short”.  Have an 
 extraordinary Lent, and pray for the protection of all from this virus and for the 
 grace truly to live until the day we die. 
 

 My God bless you all 
 

 Fr David 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

May I suggest the following  
 

1.  Have a prayer corner with a crucifix and a candle as a focus. Use your     
      missal,  especially on Sundays, to ponder the Litury of the Word   
      and make a spiritual Communion as follows: 
        

      My Jesus,  
      I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  
      I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul.    
      Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come     
     spiritually into  my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and    
     unite myself wholly to  You.   
     Never permit me to be separated from You. 
 

2.  Try out the excellent, and free, British Jesuit app “pray-as-you-go” – for  
      daily meditation. 
 

3.  Radio Veritas (576AM radio or DSTV Audio 870) broadcasts mass live every   
      day.  There is also a live –stream option on their website         
      www.radioveritas.co.za. 
 

4.  The Jesuit Institute will live-stream all Sunday masses and the Easter  
      Triduum. See www.jesuitinstitute.org.za.  
 

5.  I will say mass everyday for the booked intentions, for your protection, for  
      those who are ill, for an end to this scourge. As I receive Holy Communion    
      on your behalf, so you will too. 

Homily for the 5th Sunday of Lent 
 
So they took away the stone. (John 11: 41) 
 
Raising Lazarus from the dead was one of the most amazing miracles Jesus 
performed. But think about Martha. In this story, we see Jesus bringing this grieving 
sister from a theoretical faith to actual, living faith in him. In some respects, this is just 
as amazing as raising someone from the dead. 
 

That’s why Martha makes a great Lenten companion for us. Hers is the kind of 
transformation Jesus wants to bring about in all of us. So let’s look at Martha’s 
progression to deeper faith: 
 

At first, Martha trusts that Jesus can answer her prayers: “Lord, if you had been 
here…” (John 11:21). 
 

Jesus says Lazarus will rise, but Martha doesn’t believe it can happen now. She 
pushes it into a distant future time: “I know he will rise in the resurrection on the last 
day” (John 11:24). 
 

Jesus asks if she believes he is the resurrection and the life. Martha responds 
generally: “I have come to believe that you are the Christ” (John 11:27). She can’t 
seem to make the jump from Messiah to resurrection. 
 

When Jesus asks Martha to open the tomb, she hesitates: “Lord, by now there will be 
a stench” (John 11:39). So Jesus nudges her forward: “Did I not tell you that if you 
believe you will see the glory of God?” (11:40). You can see it here and now, not just in 
some distant future. Martha needs to apply faith her faith. 
 

Will she allow her brother’s body to be brought out? You can almost feel the struggle 
as she grapples with this decision. Jesus isn’t afraid of the stench, but he waits for 
her to decide. Finally, Martha gives permission, and the tomb is opened. Jesus calls 
Lazarus forth, and Martha comes to believe. 
 

Every Sunday this Lent, Jesus has been leading us to take another step forward in 
faith. As he did with Martha, he brings us along gradually. Even if we waits for us to 
say yes to the next step. 
 

“Jesus, I remove the stone! Come, Lord, and bring me to life!” 
 

 

6.  Remember to support St Patrick’s financially during this time as I said in   
      my letter, so that we can pay the bills. Here are the parish banking details: 
      Standard Bank, St Patrick’s Catholic Church, Current account number  
      021 095 612. 
 

7.  You can phone me on the parish  cell phone 060 327 2998. 
 

8.  The bulletin will be on Facebook, WhatsApp and emailed (when we can) and the   
      website www.stpatricksbenoni.co.za. 
 

         Finally, I will be taking our parish dogs home with me.  
 
       The complete Southern Cross will be available free at www.scross.co.za. 

http://www.radioveritas.co.za/
http://www.stpatricksbenoni.co.za/

