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SUNDAY MASS
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
See, I have God for my help. The Lord sustains my 
soul. I will sacrifi ce to you with willing heart, and 
praise your name, O Lord, for it is good.

FIRST READING: Wisdom 12:13, 16-19.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 86.

RESPONSE:
O Lord, you are good and forgiving.

1. O Lord, you are good and forgiving,
 full of mercy to all who call to you.
 Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer,
 and attend to my voice in supplication. ℟
2. All the nations you have made shall come;
 they will bow down before you, O Lord,
 and glorify your name,
 for you are great and do marvellous deeds,
 you who alone are God. ℟
3. But you, O God, are compassionate and gracious,
 slow to anger, O Lord,
 abundant in mercy and fi delity;
 turn and take pity on me. ℟
SECOND READING: Romans 8:26-27.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia! Blessed are you, Father, Lord of 
heaven and earth, that you have revealed to 
little ones the mysteries of the kingdom. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:24-43.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
The Lord, the gracious, the merciful, has made a 
memorial of his wonders; he gives food to those 
who fear him.

❈

❈
CH UR C H  OF  TH E  WOR D

16th Sunday in Ordinary Time  Year A 
Divine Offi ce: Week IV  19 July 2020

The Prophets
The popular notion of a “prophet” is one 

who foretells events. But when we turn to 
the Bible it is important to appreciate that 

a biblical prophet is the bearer and interpreter 
of the Word of God. This means 
that a prophet has to have some 
close mystical encounter with 
God as a result of which the 
prophet proclaims a message to 
the people.

The prophet normally uses 
standard human language to 
share the message but sometimes 
the message is communicated 
by the life or actions of the 
prophet. Such symbolic actions 
are not uncommon in the body 
of literature in the Bible known 
as “The Prophets”.

As is common in the Hebrew 
Scriptures, prophets make use 
of many forms of expression. 
They may write in poetry or in 
prose, they may use sermons, 
proverbs, psalms, love songs, 
laments or any available form 
of expression.

Some prophets are designated 
as “major” because of the length 
of their written works, others 
are called “minor” because 
their written work is short. It 
is difficult to exaggerate the 
importance of the Prophets in 
terms of salvation history or in 
terms of their relevance in the 
growth of our spiritual lives.

What is of fi rst signifi cance 
is the message(s) the prophets 
carry. These messages are addressed to the 
chosen people, but some are also addressed 
to all nations. In addition to the messages, the 
prophets often do predict the future and the 
verifi cation of their predictions confi rms their 
message.

In our Bible, 18 prophets are listed (6 major 
and 12 minor). While many specifi c messages 
are communicated, it is possible to say that 
their messages fall into three categories:

Monotheism: The belief in one supreme 
deity emerges slowly in the history and 
literature of the chosen people. It is the great 
message of many of the prophets that Yahweh is 

not only “One” but infi nitely holy 
(transcendent) and surprisingly 
close (immanent). God is a 
God of mystery expressed in 
Covenant love.

Morality: The prophets deal 
extensively with sin. In their 
writings they rage against the 
infi delities of Israel and expound 
a religion of the heart. There is 
no mistaking the holiness of the 
Law received on Sinai and to be 
lived in daily life.

Messianism: In some form 
or other all the prophets look 
forward to the coming of a 
Messiah who will bring salvation. 
Despite the sins of the people, 
the vision of a kingdom of 
justice, love and peace is never 
extinguished even when the kind 
of Messiah to be expected is 
refi ned in surprising ways.

Some of the greatest literature 
ever written, which is at the 
same time deeply inspiring, is 
to be found in the Prophets of 
the Hebrew Scriptures. In the 
Prophets too, we fi nd the most 
challenging texts about social 
responsibility in the face of 
rampant oppression of the poor.

The major prophets are Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, Lamentations, Baruch, 
Ezekiel and Daniel; the minor 

prophets are Amos, Hosea, Micah, Zephaniah, 
Nahum, Habakkuk, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi, 
Obadiah, Joel, and Jonah. 

If you have a Bible with introductions to 
the individual books, it will greatly help your 
appreciation of the Prophets. The Internet, of 
course, will also provide useful introductions 
to the various Prophets. Worth referring to 
when the fi rst reading at Mass is from one of 
the Prophets.

Isaiah’s lips anointed by fi re, 
by Benjamin Franklin (18th C)

Live the Word 
T H E  W E E K  A H E A D

(KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Optional Memorial)
B=Bishop; M=Martyr; Pr=Priest; D=Doctor; R=Religious; A=Apostle

Mon 20 Jul  (St Apollinaris, BM)
Micah 6:1-4.6-8; Psalm 50; Matthew 12:38-42
Micah's words can reveal in many of us a jarring 
confl ict: about what I want, and what God wants 
of me. Refl ect on them, for they are words to live 
by every day of the year.

Sun 26 Jul 17TH SUNDAY  IN ORDINARY TIME
1 Kings 3:5.7-12; Psalm 119; Matthew 13:44-52
Spend your quiet time today refl ecting on how 
much God has richly blessed your life. May your 
prayer today be one of quiet gratitude and 
thankfulness. 

Sat 25 Jul  ST JAMES, A
2 Corinthians 4:7-15; Psalm 126; Matthew 20:20-28
Instead of letting them get him down, Paul brags 
about his sufferings and hardships, rejoicing that they 
are a part of his life. He says they bring him closer to 
Jesus, and brings him peace and purpose.

Fri 24 Jul  (St Sharbel Makhluf, Pr)
Jeremiah 3:14-17; Jer 31:10-13; Matthew 13:18-23
It is up to us to prepare the soil of our souls to receive 
the seed of God's Word. Only when the ground is 
willing will the seeds grow into strong and beautiful 
virtues in our lives. Hear the parable of the sower!

Thu 23 Jul (St Bridget, R)  
Jeremiah 2:1-3.7-8.12-13; Psalm 36; Matthew 13:10-17

Through our life experiences God gives each of 
us personal parables to share – stories about the 
familiar that teach lessons about God. Be open to 
recognise God’s presence in your life experiences.

Wed 22 Jul ST MARY MAGDALENE
Song of Songs 3:1-4; Psalm 63; John 20:1-2.11-18
Women in Mary Magdalene’s time had little status 
in society, yet Jesus chose to reveal himself fi rst to 
her, and chose her to bring a message to his follow-
ers, earning her the title, "Apostle to the Apostles."

Tue 21 Jul (St Lawrence of Brindisi, PrD)  
Micah 7:14-15.18-20; Psalm 85; Matthew 12:46-50
If we do God's will, we can then regard ourselves 
a part of Jesus' extended family – brother, sister, 
mother. Of course, the Father's will is that we love 
– God, ourselves, one another. Do we qualify?
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To order email orders @rpp.org.za, or order 
directly from our website www.rpp.org.za

The Prayer Book of Jesus, 
the Psalms, has remained 
t h roug hou t  J ew i sh  a nd 
Christian history as a deep well 
of inspiration for individuals and 
communities at prayer. This 
little introduction is offered as 
a help to using the very prayers 
used by Jesus. In the Book of 
Psalms we are taught how to 
use the Word of God as our 
prayer and how to turn to 
God in any situation.The text is 
presented in a way that invites 
us to actually ponder and pray 
the psalms we are reading 
about. A must have for anyone 
who prays the Office daily.

R80 
plus delivery



St Patrick’s Catholic Church, Benoni, South 

Africa 

Priest-in- Charge:  Fr David Evans Phone/sms   060 327 2998 
frdavid@stpatricksbenoni.co.za 

 

For our safety, the Parish remains closed at this time.  

My dear friends                                                                                                 19 July 2020 

A wise person was asked whether, when faced with the huge problems of 
humanity, she didn’t feel discouraged and depressed. “Yes,” she said, “but God 
has put us into a fairly small patch of the world in which we must live, and 
improve and love. We can’t do much more. We can watch the World News, 
maybe just once a day, and pray for our country and the world but, then like Jesus 
focussing on just twelve men, we need to get on and improve our own patch, 
caring for the individuals in it – our families, our colleagues, fellow students, 
parishioners, the poor, and the miserable. That will stop us getting discouraged, 
by and large, and the world will be changed.” 

“We Christians,” she said, “are an Easter people and Alleluia is our song.” 

May the Lord bless you all and keep you safely in the palm of his hand. 

Fr. David. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sixteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time. 

Sunday Missal p. 362                      Daily Missal p. 1063 

“The Spirit comes to the aid of our weakness.” (Romans 8:26.) 

St Paul spends much of his eighth chapter of his letter to the Romans teaching 
about the Holy Spirit. Yet for all of St. Pauls’ words, the Holy Spirit can often be an 
afterthought in our daily lives. We might ask, “What difference does the Holy 
Spirit make in our lives? What does the Holy Spirit do?  

St. Paul says that the Spirit is our source of life (Romans 8:11, 13).  He says that 
the Spirit lives in us, making the invisible Jesus present in our lives and shows us 
how to live for God. (8:4-6, 9).The Spirit reminds us that “we are God’s children” 
(8:16).  Best of all, St. Paul says that the Holy Spirit “comes to the aid of our 
weakness”.  We all have weaknesses. One weakness we face is the way we 
respond to suffering or hardship. Temptation, sickness, addiction in families, 
financial problems, natural disaster, the current pandemic – any of these 
challenges can leave us fearful and overwhelmed if we try to face them on our 
own; but with the help of the Holy Spirit of Jesus, we can begin to see things from 
God’s perspective and find the strength we need to keep moving forward. 

Another weakness can be our struggle with prayer. The Spirit loves to help us to 
pray! He helps us speak to God from our hearts and not just through set prayers. 
He gives us a desire to pray for our loved ones; and he gives us the reassurance 
that our prayers have been heard. St Paul say “we do not know how to pray as we 
ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with sighs too deep for words. 
(8:16).” 

It is easy to think that it’s “just me”- that I am doing it all by myself. This is just not 
true. Every good thought that we have and every loving action that we take, have 
their origin in the Holy Spirit.  Every day, in good times and in difficult ones, as 
now, the Spirit is with us, forming Jesus within us, teaching us to ask God for what 
we truly need and filling us with grace. 

So when you find the strength to push onward in a trying time as now, a renewed 
desire to love people, or a new insight into how to solve a problem, rejoice! It’s 
the Holy Spirit coming to your aid.  

“Come Holy Spirit!” 

mailto:frdavid@stpatricksbenoni.co.za


Parish Finances. 

Thank you all for your continued generosity to St Patrick’s and our St. Vincent de Paul 
Society. You enable us, as God’s community, to maintain our Parish, pay the wages and 
help the needy. 

If you are interested in joining Dedicated Giving, (envelopes or EFT), please email the 
bookkeeper Tanya at bookkeeper@stpatricksbenoni.co.za . You will be given a D.G. 
number to use – all giving is confidential, known only to the bookkeeper.  

Regarding cash donations, and cash DG – please deposit this into our account or keep it 
until the parish re-opens, or sms Fr  David  060 327 2998 to make a time and date to 
bring it to St. Patrick’s. 

Pay your donation to:                                                                                                                                                             
St Patrick’s Catholic Church                                                                                                                                 

Standard Bank: Branch code 013042                                                                                                   
Current Account No. 021095612 

 

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul is continuing to do wonderful work 

among the poor and needy. If you wish to support them please send your 

donation to:                                                                                                                                                

Society of St. Vincent de Paul.                                                                       

Nedbank Northmead Benoni                                                                                                       

Branch Code: universal or 19484200                                                                                  

Account Number: 1012534707                                                                                                          

If you have any clothing etc for SVDP, please contact                                                               

Fr. David at 060 327 2998.   

                                                               

Pray for all who are ill at this time, for those who care for them, for those 

who have died. Pray for those working towards a vaccine. 

 

 

Here are some links that you may find helpful during this time. 

A. Online mass. 
 

i. “Catholic Mass today”- a daily TV mass on YouTube from the Loretto 
Abbey in Canada. 

ii. Holy Mass presided over by Pope Francis. Type “Shalom TV Pope’s daily 
mass” in YouTube. It has an English commentary.  

iii.  Mass from the Jesuit community in Auckland Park is at 09h00 every 
Sunday. Go to YouTube “Jesuit Institute Sunday Mass”.                      

iv. Radio daily mass at 12:30 (after midday) on Radio Veritas 576AM;       
DSTV audio 870 and www.radioveritas.co.za: also an android app: “Radio 
Veritas South Africa” 
 

B. Prayer, Meditation and Reflection. 
 

i. App “Pray as you go” or   www.pray-as-you-go.org   Short daily guided 
prayer by the English Jesuits. 

ii. “Re-imagining the Examen”: download this free Jesuit app for a short 
daily guided reflection on your day to discern God’s movement in your 
life. 

iii. Six minutes of daily reflection, prayer and blessing by Fr. David.                           
This is available on the parish WhatsApp group, together with daily mass, 
Stations of the Cross, rosary, and an opportunity to have contact with 
other parishioners.                                                                                                                  
SMS Fr. David on the parish phone at 060 327 2998  

       C.  Other suggestions. 

i. To receive the weekly parish bulletin by email – send your request to 
Tanya at bookkeeper@stpatricksbenoni.co.za . 

ii. The Southern Cross is available free online at: www.scross.co.za 
iii. Here is a practical, common sense suggestion for our mental wellbeing: 

www.nhs.uk>conditions>coronavirus 
iv. The parish website has the Sunday bulletin: www.stpatricksbenoni.co.za  
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