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The Gospel of Mark

H

ave you ever noticed in Mark’s Gospel little faith (Mark 4:40); and don’t get Jesus’
how Jesus would perform a miracle and teachings ﬁrst time round (7:18; 9:32).
Another characteristic of Mark is that he
then command both the person healed
and the bystanders not to tell anyone? Jesus presents his Gospel with a sense of urgency.
Mark is forever using the Greek word “euthus”,
did this regularly, and it never worked! “He
meaning at once,
ordered them not to
immediately,
tell anyone. But the
straight away. The
more he insisted,
good news of Jesus
the more widely they
and his kingdom was
published it” (Mark
just exploding, and
7:36).
Mark used a literary
This scenario is
tool to capture that.
repeated often in
Let’s
bring
Mark’s Gospel.
together these two
Scripture scholars
key ideas about
call it the “messianic
Mark, the better
secret”. Because this
to unlock our
is so characteristic of
understanding of his
Mark’s Gospel, let’s
Gospel. What might
spend a little time
the “messianic
on it as it might give
secret” and the
an insight into the
“immediacy” of
special revelation
the Gospel mean
God has for us in
Mark, the shortest Fra Angelico, detail of St Mark the Evangelist from the ceiling to our lives, our
and earliest written of the Niccoline Chapel, Vatican Palace © Musei Vaticani faith? Could it be
that we are slow to
Gospel.
One explanation is that Jesus did not want to understand and slow to make a commitment?
be confused with a political messiah, which, in Do we fall into the category in sociology called
the circumstances of Roman occupation, was “moral therapeutic deism”, that is, that our faith
something the oppressed Jewish people might no deeper than believing God basically wants
have looked for. In contrast, “the Son of Man us to be happy and modestly moral without
did not come to be served but to serve and give making too many demands on us? Mark writes
his Gospel to dispel that notion. To follow Jesus
his life as a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45).
as his disciples is daunting, costing not less than
Another explanation draws on the skill of
dramatic irony in writing. Was Mark in effect everything. To be disciples means to follow
saying that this message simply could not be the Lord radically, not superﬁcially. It means
kept down? Tell a secret and the next thing, the to “live” the messianic secret, manifesting the
Gospel of Jesus not just in words, which can go
whole world knows!
There is another explanation. Jesus’ identity in one ear and out the other. It means to be the
and mission were in fact a secret to all, including “Fifth Gospel” – a traditional deﬁnition of radical
his disciples. But a secret giving way to insight followers of Jesus. This connects with the saying
and faith. Humanly speaking we like it when attributed to St Francis: “Preach the Gospel at
all times; if necessary use words.”
the penny drops, when suddenly we “get”
The message of the Messiah, when lived by
something. In the Gospels there is always
more to something than external appearances. his disciples, is no secret. It is immediate. And
When Jesus heals a deaf and blind person, for it is urgent. Thank you, Mark!
example, Mark’s subtext is that the disciples are
For personal inspiration, listen to the Gospel of Mark
also, metaphorically, deaf and blind; they have
– or parts of it – on YouTube, read by David Suchet.
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SUNDAY MASS
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the
day long. O Lord, you are good and forgiving, full
of mercy to all who call to you.
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 20:7-9.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 63.
RESPONSE:
For you my soul is thirsting, O Lord, my God.
1. O God, you are my God; at dawn I seek you;
for you my soul is thirsting.
For you my ﬂesh is pining,
like a dry, weary land without water. ℟
2. I have come before you in the sanctuary,
to behold your strength and your glory.
Your loving mercy is better than life;
my lips will speak your praise. ℟
3. I will bless you all my life;
in your name I will lift up my hands.
My soul shall be ﬁlled as with a banquet;
with joyful lips, my mouth shall praise you. ℟
4. For you have been my strength;
in the shadow of your wings I rejoice.
My soul clings fast to you;
your right hand upholds me. ℟
SECOND READING: Romans 12:1-2.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia! May the Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ enlighten the eyes of our hearts that we
might know what is the hope to which he has
called us. Alleluia.
GOSPEL: Matthew 16:21-27.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
How great is the goodness, Lord, that you keep
for those who fear you.
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Live the Word
Mon 31 Aug Liturgy of the Day
1 Corinthians 2:1-5; Psalm 119; Luke 4:16-30
The people who know us best can sometimes be
the hardest on us. Jesus felt this way too (in today's
Gospel). Correspondingly, we need to perhaps be
more positive and encouraging to those closest to us.

Tue 1 Sep

Liturgy of the Day

1 Corinthians 2:10-16; Psalm 145; Luke 4:31-37
When we are enfolded in God's light, safe and sheltered from the storms of life, we have peace. It is when
we are not in touch with that protection (though it
is always available to us) that we experience fear.

Wed 2 Sep Liturgy of the Day
1 Corinthians 3:1-9; Psalm 33; Luke 4:38-44
A deeply rooted trust in God's mercy can be found in
each of us. Make an effort to believe that these words
are true of you. Sometimes we have to practice
believing before something comes true in our lives.

Thu 3 Sep

St Gregory the Great, PD

1 Corinthians 3:18-23; Psalm 24; Luke 5:1-11

The apostles and early Christians were amazingly
heroic in accepting Jesus' call to follow him. We are
the grateful beneﬁciaries of that heroism. May we
exhibit the same courage in our time.

Fri 4 Sep

Liturgy of the Day

1 Corinthians 4:1-5; Psalm 37; Luke 5:33-39
All too often we like to cast judgement on all manner of things. However, unlike the Lord (who judges
with love), our opinions or biases enter in, and rather
than judging, we become judgmental.

Sat 5 Sep

Liturgy of the Day

1 Corinthians 4:6-15; Psalm 145; Luke 6:1-5
Whenever you are out of kilter (but not only then!) you
can turn to the psalms and ﬁnd what you need, be
it peace if you are upset, courage if you are fearful,
solace if you are sad. Whatever, it's there!

Sun 6 Sep

23RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Ezekiel 33:7-9; Psalm 95; Matthew 18:15-20
In Jesus' time the Jews observed 613 religious laws;
our Canon Law lists 1 752 canons; each country lists
thousands of laws – yet they are ignored and violated
by many. If only we were able to obey the law of love!
(KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Optional Memorial)
P=Pope; D=Doctor
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“There is one thing we ask of you, O Lord:
during the weeks and months ahead,
let us be captivated once again by the beauty of your gaze.
May that experience awaken in us a joy that never fades,
and a firm hope in your abiding love.
Set us on fire to proclaim your Good News in today’s world
and to share with those entrusted to our care
the saving power of your grace.
We ask that you hear our prayers which we present to you
through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord.
Amen.”

This prayer, from the “living Faith” publication focuses us on the two practical
aspects of our lives as Christians – the worship of God, that we may be “captivated
once again by the beauty of your gaze” and our movement outwards, into the
community and world in which we live – “to proclaim your Good News” and so
show people the joy of Christianity, as we try to help others as Christ did when he
walked on this earth.
God is good and if Covid-19 can teach us anything, may it be that we all learn to
work together and get on together better in the future, and care for each other
more as citizens of our country and the world – then we will get back onto a path of
recovery, growth and stability.
Jesus, in summarizing the heart of our faith in Old Testament terms, put all this very
simply, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, mind and soul, and love your
neighbour as yourself.”
May you have a blessed week ahead.
Looking forward to seeing you all again
Fr. David

Pray for all who are ill especially: Bruce Herholdt; Stephen Zackey; Cole; Harry;
Jenny Murphy; Sharon Jaffar; Rose Crammond; Sean Gallagher; Cleone.
I offer the prayer of anointing for all who are ill.
Give thanks and pray for the continuing recovery of: Ellen and Graham Fisher; Pat
Pollitt; Ken; Monique ,Noel, Gemma and Aleyssa.

For our safety, the Parish remains closed at this time.
Dear friends

Prayer List: 29 August

Pray for all those who have died: especially Lia.
May they rest in peace and rise in glory.
Please update this list on the WhatsApp Group or
SMS Father David at 060 3272998 (Parish mobile)

Quote and Joke:
“The world offers you comfort; but you were not made for comfort.
You were made for greatness.” Pope Benedict XVI.

********
Adam to Eve: “And please remember, I wear the plants in this family.”

Twenty Second Sunday in Ordinary time
Sunday Missal p.384

Parish Finance

Daily Missal p.1214

“Get behind me, Satan! “ (Matthew 16:23)
It’s amazing! In one moment, Jesus tells Peter that his words, “You are the
Messiah” had come from God himself (Matthew 16:17). Then, almost immediately
after that, because Peter is trying to tell Jesus that he should not be killed, Jesus
rebukes him and calls him Satan. What happened?

We are all looking forward to the day when we can return to mass at St. Patrick’s.
God willing, this day may be on the horizon. Without Sunday collections during
lockdown, your financial support in donations and Dedicated Giving has been
nothing short of wonderful. We are not out of the woods though and so may I ask
you to continue your generous support at this time.
Our banking details (unchanged) for collections and donations are:

In both cases, it was Peter’s mind that came to these conclusions. It was Peter’s
voice that spoke the words. It was Peter’s good intensions that motivated him. Yet
one message came from God and the other from the devil.

St Patrick’s Catholic Church
Standard Bank: Branch code 013042
Current Account No. 021095612

Even with best of intentions, we too can say and do things that help the evil one
instead of our Lord. This is why it is so necessary to try to develop what is called the
“gift of discernment”.

Cash can be handed in on Thursdays at the parish office between 09h00 and 12h00
or kept until we return to mass.

Even after the strong rebuke from Jesus – “Get behind me, Satan “- Peter continues
to find himself influenced by the evil one. At the Last Supper, he joined the other
disciples in arguing which one of them was the greatest, (Luke 22:24). Later that
evening, he told Jesus that he would never deny him - but he did (22:31-34, 54-62).
He even tried to keep Jesus from washing his feet (John 13: 5-8). You would think
that have learned by then!

St Vincent de Paul Society supports all in need – irrespective of colour or creed – in
our parish and beyond.

This however isn’t the whole story. Peter did grow in his ability to discern God’s
will. On Pentecost Sunday, his preaching converted thousands (Acts 2: 37-41). His
willingness to reach out to Cornelius and his family, even though they were
Gentiles, enlarged everyone’s view of God’s plan (Acts 10: 25-48).

Cash donations or clothing can be handed in at the Parish Office on a Thursday
between 9:30 and 11:30 a.m. or given to the chairman Aubrey Young (071 470
6444) or Dave Chennells (vice-chairman.) Please note that a receipt is always given
for any cash donations.

Like Peter, we are going to be influenced by the devil and end up doing things that
hinder God’s plan. It’s just the way we are as God’s fallen people. That, fortunately,
is not the whole story. Jesus wants to teach us how to identify the devil’s tricks. If
you pray for grace and if you take time each day to reflect on your thoughts and
actions, your gift of discernment will grow. You will think and act more like Jesus.
“Lord, fill me with your grace. Teach me to choose your will more and more.”

Donations can be made to:
Society of St Vincent de Paul,
Branch code: Universal or 19484200

Thank you so much.

Nedbank, Northmead, Benoni
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