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SUNDAY MASS
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
The Lord said: I think thoughts of peace and 
not of affl iction. You will call upon me, and I will 
answer you, and I will lead back your captives 
from every place.

FIRST READING: Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 128.

RESPONSE:
Blessed are all who fear the Lord.

1. Blessed are all who fear the Lord,
 and walk in his ways!
 By the labour of your hands you shall eat.
 You will be blessed and prosper. ℟
2. Your wife like a fruitful vine
 in the heart of your house;
 your children like shoots of the olive
 around your table. ℟
3. Indeed thus shall be blessed
 the man who fears the Lord.
 May the Lord bless you from Sion.
 May you see Jerusalem prosper
 all the days of your life!. ℟
SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-6.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia! Abide in me, and I in you, says 
the Lord; he who abides in me bears much fruit. 
Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Matthew 25:14-30

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
To be near God is my happiness, to place my 
hope in God the Lord.

❈

❈
CHURCH OF  THE  WORD

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time  Year A 
Divine Offi ce: Week I  15 November 2020
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Order from our website www.rpp.org.za or email 
orders@rpp.org.za. Enquiries: 082 667 3857.
Order from our website www.rpp.org.za or email 

R250 plus delivery

Live the Word 
T H E  W E E K  A H E A D

(KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Optional Memorial)
R=Religious

Mon 16 Nov (St Margaret of Scotland)
Revelation 1:1-4; 2:1-5; Psalm 1; Luke 18:35-43
Suffering can be a good teacher. It has the capac-
ity to open our hearts to God, and to re-focus our 
lives – if we allow it. God uses everything to draw 
us into a relationship with him.

Sun 22 Nov CHRIST THE KING
Ezekiel 34:11-12.15-17; Psalm 23; Matthew 25:31-46
Identify a compassionate deed that you will do 
today for a brother or sister in need. Jesus, help me 
to reach out today to someone in need, knowing 
that in doing so, I am really doing it for you.

Sat 21 Nov  Presentation of Our Lady
Zech 2:14-17; Psalm: Luke 1:46-55; Matthew 12:46-50
God’s love never fails. Mary's life was a witness to 
how God’s grace comes to those who trust. In big 
and in small ways, God’s generous and faithful love 
allows great things to happen in our lives.

Fri 20 Nov  Liturgy of the Day
Revelations 10:8-11; Psalm 119; Luke 19:45-48
We can become indifferent to suffering,  barely 
noticing how deeply it has taken root in our hearts. 
Ask God to open your heart that you might know 
how to use your hands to reach out to those in need.

Thu 19 Nov Liturgy of the Day  
Revelation 5:1-10; Psalm 149; Luke 19:41-44
"Each of us must turn inward and destroy in himself 
all that he thinks he ought to destroy in others. Every 
atom of hate that we add to this world makes it still 
more inhospitable" – Etty Hillesum.

Wed 18 Nov (Dedication of the Basilicas of Ss 
Peter & Paul)  Rev 4:1-11; Psalm 150; Luke 19:11-28

God is able to draw great good out of any situa-
tion. This is at the heart of the story of the death 
and resurrection of Jesus. With us, too, suffering and 
diffi culty can become a powerful source of good.

Tue 17 Nov St Elizabeth of Hungary, R 
Revelation 3:1-6.14-22; Psalm 15; Luke 19:1-10
God doesn’t ask for perfection, but our continued 
best effort. God doesn’t punish us for our mistakes, 
but rather offers guidance and invitation to forgive-
ness – all this because we are loved.

One of the most famous sayings of St Jerome 
is, “Ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance 
of Christ.” St Jerome (347–420 AD) is the 

patron saint of Bible scholars and translators, 
having been the fi rst to translate the Bible into 
Latin – the offi cial language of the Roman empire. 
He also wrote biblical commentaries.

This week’s Bible sharing method takes its cue 
from St Jerome’s saying. The approach is quite 
simple: what could this passage tell us about the 
person of Jesus? There’s only one condition though: 
we need to have some relationship with, some 
knowledge of, Jesus, to explore that question. It 
is similar to the experience of the two disciples on 
the road to Emmaus, where Luke tells us that the 
stranger who joined them on the road was Jesus, 
who “beginning with Moses and the prophets, 
explained to them everything in the Scriptures that 
was about himself” (Luke 24:27).

In this approach, therefore, we take any passage 
and ask ourselves what it says about Jesus. That is 
easy enough when it is a Gospel text, or a text in 
St Paul, or another New Testament writer saying 
something about the person of Jesus. But what if 
it is an Old Testament passage, or a Psalm? It is 
not so simple then, and whatever we do, we must 
not force the issue. But there are many passages 
in the Hebrew Bible that speak of Jesus’ qualities 
such as wisdom, compassion, prophetic courage, 
self-sacrifi ce, and so on. There are also passages 
that are known as types of Christ. “Typology” 
is the study of events that prefi gure later ones. 
The sacrifi ce of Isaac is a prefi guring of Christ. 
The imprisonment and torture of Jeremiah is 

a prefi guring of Jesus’ experience. The Jewish 
Passover and the crossing of The Reed Sea 
prefi gure Christian mysteries.

For practical purposes, however, this Bible study 
method is best used with a Gospel passage. Here 
are some leading questions that might help:

Where is Jesus in the passage?
What is he doing?
Who is he talking to?
What is he saying?
What is his tone? His attitude?
What does he not say?
What are others saying to or about Jesus?
How do they feel about him?
How do they respond to him?
How do I myself feel about Jesus?
What are my impressions of him?
What is Jesus saying or doing in the 
passage that could change my life?
What qualities of Jesus would I 
like to see in my own life?
How can I grow in my relationship with Jesus?

At the heart of this Christ-centred approach to 
reading and studying the word of God in the Bible 
is, of course, the truth that Jesus Christ is the Word. 
John opens his Gospel, “In the beginning was the 
Word” (John 1:1). The Word is with God from all 
eternity, and in the fullness of time, “the Word 
was made fl esh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14).

The ultimate purpose of studying the Scriptures, 
of sharing on the Bible, is so that the Word – Jesus 
– may dwell among us too, and so that his message 
may take fl esh in our lives today.

Bible Study 
Method 3

Supper at Emmaus by 
Caravaggio, 1606

Drawing on scripture, history and spiritual 
practice, Rohr articulates a transformative 
view of Jesus Christ as a portrait of God’s 
constant, unfolding work in the world. ‘God 
loves things by becoming them,’ he writes, 
and Jesus’ life was meant to declare that 
humanity has never been separate from 
God – except by its own negative choice. 
When we recover this fundamental truth, 
faith becomes less about proving Jesus 
was God, and more about learning to 
recognise the Creator’s presence all 
around us and in everyone we meet.

Thought-provoking, practical and full 
of deep hope and vision, The Universal 
Christ is a landmark book from one of 
our most beloved spiritual writers, and 
an invitation to contemplate how God 
liberates and loves all that is.
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St Patrick’s Parish: 
Mass Times 

 
 

 

Tues 
09h30 

 

Wed 
No mass 

 

Thurs 
18h00 

 

Fri 
08h00 

 

Sat 
08h00 
17h30 

 

Sun 
07h30 
10h00 
18h00 

 

Confessions 
Thurs 17h30 
Sat     08h30 

 

Baptism of children: Book with the parish 
secretary and collect the form. Attendance 
of one short instruction is required. 

 

Carmel Monastery: 46 Dickinson Road, 
Benoni North.  Weekday Mass at 07h30. 
Sunday Mass 08h00.  

 

Please support your parish at this time: “St Patrick’s Catholic Church” Benoni, Standard 
Bank. Current Account number:  021 095 612 (Branch code: 013042).  To join our monthly 
Dedicated Giving contact Tanya at 011 845 2118 or bookkeeper@stpatricksbenoni.co.za.         
 

 

Our “Society of St Vincent de Paul” helps the poor – on our behalf – irrespective of race, 
colour or creed. Please support them: Society of St Vincent de Paul, Nedbank, Northmead, 
Account no.  101253407     (Branch:  19484200).  

 

Pray for all those who have died: especially Maria Martins, Alice Froud.  May they 

rest in peace and rise in glory. 
 

 Given the gift of eternal life in Baptism: Chima Agbaegbu. 
 

Congratulations to Pierre and Beth Cronje celebrating 60 years of marriage on   

12 November. 
 

 The Knights of da Gama are having a Bingo Evening after Mass on Saturday 21   

  November in the Hall at 7pm. Please bring your family and friends along. Bring and 

 share. Bar will be open. Contact Cedric/Maryna - 011 849-4584. All requirements 

 for covid will be observed. 
 

Pray for all who are ill especially: Bruce Herholdt; Jenny; Rose Cramond; Barry 

Hodgkinson; Steve Zackey; Bill Little; Cedric Spencer; Ken; Cynthia Hamer; Tony;  

Paul van Niekerk and Mike Ward; Anna Pereira; Tom Maguire; Remigo; Russell 

Johnson; Michel Ruppa; Lucky Nicouloau and Norma Hodgkinson. 

Please update the prayer list with Judy at the Parish Office 011 845 2118. 

The Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary time 

 Sunday Missal p. 426    Weekday Missal p. 1458 
  

 
“Physical health is a gift that we must safeguard, but the Lord teaches us 

that we must safeguard the health of our hearts – our spiritual health – as well”. 
                                                                     (Pope Francis) 

 

“When one finds a worthy wife, her value is far beyond pearls” 

(Proverbs 31:10) 
 

There is a short story called “The Birthmark” by Nathaniel Hawthorne. It tells 

the story of a beautiful woman, Georgiana, who has one flaw: a birthmark on her 

face. Her husband is a scientist who wants Georgiana to be perfect. So he 

concocts a potion to remove the birthmark. Unsure of it, but wanting to please 

her husband, Georgiana drinks the potion. The birthmark slowly fades but as it 

does, so does Georgiana. In the end she dies. 
 

How often do we act like that scientist? How often do we nitpick at our spouses 

for all the ways they bring joy, hold our families together and support us in our 

lives of faith? 
 

Today’s first reading from Proverbs describes the characteristics of an 

honourable wife. She is good to her husband and she devotes herself untiringly to 

her family. She is diligent in running her household, she reaches out to the poor, 

she sacrifices so much for her family, and most of all she honours the Lord and 

follows his commands. 
 

Scholars think that readings like this were used as models to teach young Jewish 

women – our Lady, the Virgin Mary would have been one of them. It is no wonder 

why! This description of an industrious, prayerful woman has much to teach us – 

men and women alike – about how to order our lives. It depicts a home that is 

wholesome and fruitful. It depicts a home where husband and wife honour each 

other and where children learn the values of faith, hard work and mutual respect. 
 

Of course, no home is as flawless as the home depicted in this reading. We are, 

all of us, fallible human beings! However, that doesn’t stop us aspiring to the 

perfect ideal. Just remember the scientist and his wife Georgiana: be sure not to 

kill each other in the process! 
 

“Holy Mary, Mother of God, help me to follow your example in everything I do”.  
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