SUNDAY MASS
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
The shepherds went in haste, and found Mary and
Joseph and the Infant lying in a manger.
FIRST READING: Genesis 15:1-6; 21:1-3.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 105.
RESPONSE:
He, the Lord, is our God; he remembers
his covenant forever.
1. Give thanks to the Lord; proclaim his name.
Make known his deeds among the peoples.
O sing to him, sing his praise;
tell all his wonderful works! ℟
2. Glory in his holy name;
let the hearts that seek the Lord rejoice.
Turn to the Lord and his strength;
constantly seek his face. ℟
3. Remember the wonders he has done,
his marvels and his words of judgement.
O children of Abraham, his servant,
O descendants of the Jacob he chose. ℟
4. He remembers his covenant forever;
the promise he ordained for a thousand generations,
the covenant he made with Abraham,
the oath he swore to Isaac. ℟
SECOND READING: Hebrews11:8,11-12,17-19.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia! In many and various ways God
spoke of old to our fathers by the prophets; but
in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son.
Alleluia.
GOSPEL: Luke 2:22-40.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
Our God has appeared on the earth, and lived
among us.

May the Holy Family
inspire, bless, and bring you
hope in the coming year.
From all of us at RPP.
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Live the Word
Mon 28 Dec HOLY INNOCENTS, Ms
1 John 1:5–2:2; Psalm 124; Matthew 2:13-18
When we choose love over fear, we choose to focus
on God and on God's power and wisdom rather
than our own perceived lack. We choose the peace
that transcends understanding. Always choose love.

Tue 29 Dec (St Thomas Becket, BM)
1 John 2:3-11; Psalm 96; Luke 2:22-35
The Church invites us to take Simeon's prayer, the
Nunc Dimittis, for our prayer at bedtime. Make it a
Christmas gift to yourselves and your families and
let it open your eyes to the glory we already hold.

Wed 30 Dec Liturgy of the Day
1 John 2:12-17; Psalm 96; Luke 2:36-40
As the prophetess Anna gave Mary the promise
of hope in her praise for Jesus' life, we too can
ﬁnd hope during the painful moments in our lives
through the words and kindness of others.

Thu 31 Dec (St Sylvester I, P)
1 John 2:18-21; Psalm 96; John 1:1-18
When we treat deepening our relationship with God
as just another resolution, we can run into danger.
'Giving up', as we so often do with other resolutions,
is not an option. Put God ﬁrst this coming year!

Fri 1 Jan

MARY, MOTHER OF GOD

Numbers 6:22-27; Psalm 67; Luke 2:16-21
What does the coming year have in store? Whatever highs and lows it presents, travel it with Mary.
Surrender, as Mary did, to all that lies ahead and
you can be assured of God's presence with you.

Sat 2 Jan
Ss Basil the Great & Gregory
Nazianzen, BDs
1 John 2:22-28; Psalm 98; John 1:19-28
Just as Jesus promises to remain with us, so as members of his body we are moved by God's Spirit in us to
give to those in suffering and need a sense of security.

Sun 3 Jan

EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

Isaiah 60:1-6; Psalm 72; Matthew 2:1-12
Today's feast not only celebrates the longing of the
Magi to see the newborn king of the Jews, but also
our searching, our longing right here and now to
recognise the face of God in our midst.
(KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Optional Memorial)
M=Martyr; B=Bishop; P=Pope; D=Doctor
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Catholic Link

CHRISTMAS – HOLY FAMILY

❈

Holy Family  Year B
Divine Ofﬁce: Week I  27 December 2020

From the Inside

The Provincial, Fr Gerard McCabe, and all the Redemptorists of the South African Province, grateful
for the bond of faith we experience with all readers of Catholic Link, assure you and your families of our
prayerful good wishes and blessings this Christmas and into the coming year.
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The Parish cell-phone number is 060 327 2998
Christmas is really beautiful at St Patrick’s this year –
from the altar with the nativity figures, the flowers,
the music – we thank the sacristans, the severs, our
organists, choirs and the band and those who set up
the manger scene and arranged the flowers! And
thank you all for your gifts to the clergy and your
generosity of spirit at this time.

Remember the feast of Christmas continues until Sunday 3 January
with the Epiphany (the coming of the wise men).
Pray for all those who have died: especially Lucky Nicolaou, Lieve Schaap and
Strini Naidu. May they rest in peace and rise in glory.
From the Friends of Martin de Porres Squatter Camp in Daveyton - thank you to
all the parishioners of St Patrick’s, Fr David, Fr Michael and the members of
SVDP society, for your help and support towards the needy and poor throughout
the year. Have a blessed Christmas and a joyful New Year.

The Parish Office will be closed
Thursday 24 December
at 12noon

Monday 28 December
at 1.00pm

Wednesday 30 December
at 1.00pm

Thursday 31 December
at 12noon

Tuesday 29 December
at 1.00pm

The Parish landline is still out of order, please phone the Parish
Office on the cell-phone number 060 327 2998.

“The child’s father and mother were amazed” (Luke 2:33)
So here we are, on the brink of a new year. It’s the perfect day to reflect on the
past year’s blessings and to set our hopes on those to come. Imagine all the
families who are doing this very thing today- engaging in this “dual vision” of the
past and the future.
It’s not hard to imagine the Holy Family doing the same thing as well. They, too,
had much to look back on and much to anticipate! Perhaps Mary recalled the
angel’s words about Jesus of the Annunciation: “He will be …. called the Son of the
Most High” (Luke 1:32). Joseph must have remembered his dream, when the angel
told him to name Mary’s son – Jesus, “because he will save his people from their
sins” (Matthew 1:21). Remembering these dramatic interventions must have helped
this couple to trust in God’s faithfulness and to know their future was safe in his
hands. Similarly, as you and I look back on this awful year, we can see how God
has protected us and helped us through – which helps us believe, like Mary and
Joseph, that, whatever the future brings, God will be with us and will see us
through.
Joseph and Mary weren’t the only ones to engage in this “dual vision”. The old man
Simeon shared his vision with them as well. Holding the infant Jesus in his arms,
he saw the fulfilment of all God’s promises and the hope for the future salvation of
Israel. No wonder they were amazed! Surely his words rang in their ears as they
looked back and looked ahead.
What about you? How was God with your “holy family” this year? Maybe you can
ask this question when your family sits down to supper tonight. Were there times
of rejoicing- like a new grandchild or a loved one recovering from illness? Were
there times of great sadness – the strain of the lockdown, risk of infection, loss of
income or strained relationships? In all this, look and try and see how God has
been with you in the good times and the bad. But don’t only look back- look
forward too. God is bringing new things into our lives – an appreciation of things
we took for granted, like our families, going for walks, so many things- and God is
giving us a vaccine so that this pandemic will end.
This is a day to be amazed at God’s blessings, and to be confident that better
things will come!

“Thank you, Lord, for being with us in this tumultuous year, as you were with the
Holy Family. Help us to know that better things are to come.”

