Dear Parishioners

I attach this weekend’s bulletin- The Epiphany of our Lord.

You know of course that all weekday and Sunday masses are suspended until 15 January. However
the Parish office is open as usual Monday to Friday from 08h00 to 16h30 (16h00 on a Friday).

If you are a subscriber, you can collect the January Southern Cross magazine from the Parish office.
We will let you know when the January Living Faith arrives.

Father Michael, the staff of St Patrick’s and I wish you a blessed and happy New Year, with a speedy
end to the pandemic.

May God bless you all.

Yours sincerely
Fr David

SUNDAY MASS
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
Behold, the Lord, the Mighty One, has come; and
kingship is in his grasp, and power and dominion.
FIRST READING: Isaiah 60:1-6.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 72.
RESPONSE:
All nations on earth shall fall prostrate before
you, O Lord.
1. O God, give your judgement to the king,
to a king’s son your justice,
that he may judge your people in justice,
and your poor in right judgement. ℟
2. In his days shall justice ﬂ ourish,
and great peace till the moon is no more.
He shall rule from sea to sea,
from the River to the bounds of the earth. ℟
3. The kings of Tarshish and the islands
shall pay him tribute.
The kings of Sheba and Seba
shall bring him gifts.
Before him all kings shall fall prostrate,
all nations shall serve him. ℟
4. For he shall save the needy when they cry,
the poor, and those who are helpless.
He will have pity on the weak and the needy,
and save the lives of the needy. ℟
SECOND READING: Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia! We have seen his star in the east,
and have come to worship the Lord. Alleluia.
GOSPEL: Matthew 2:1-12.

Books from Redemptorist Pastoral Publications

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
We have seen his star in the East, and have come
with gifts to adore the Lord.
A succinct and careful
explanation of a complex yet
increasingly commonplace
pastoral situation, this book
seeks to help both those
affected by divorce and those
who strive to minister to them.
It is rooted in the conviction
that whatever the marital
situation, God never abandons
us and is always ready to bring
healing and wholeness.

W E E K

Mon 4 Jan Liturgy of the Day
1 John 3:22–4:6; Psalm 2; Matthew 4:12-17.23-25
God's path for us would be a whole lot easier if God
were less subtle and more direct. Obvious signs would
be most helpful! But how humbling that God trusts us,
with prayer and grace, to choose the best we can.

Tue 5 Jan

Liturgy of the Day

1 John 4:7-10; Psalm 72; Mark 6:34-44
Loving God does not make us good. God's love for
us make us good. All love comes from God. In your
prayer, allow God to speak through all the love that
has been poured into your life, and into the world.

Wed 6 Jan

Liturgy of the Day

1 John 4:11-18; Psalm 72; Mark 6:45-52
Our fears seem to have an uncanny power over us.
They can inﬂuence our decisions and stop us in our
tracks. We are never completely safe, but God's constant presence is the only source of calm in our storm.

Thu 7 Jan

(St Raymond of Penyafort, Pr)

1 John 4:19–5:4; Psalm 72; Luke 4:14-22
We only know how to love ourselves and others because God loved us ﬁrst. Dr Seuss says, "Hurt people
hurt people," but the opposite is also true: Loved
people love people. That is what we are called to do.

Fri 8 Jan

Liturgy of the Day

1 John 5:5-13; Psalm 147; Luke 5:12-16
I cannot, and need not, solve my problems myself. It
is said that the root of sin is resisting relying on God
– thinking we don't need God, or that we can do it
ourselves. God, I turn all my problems over to you.

(St Adrian of Canterbury, Ab)

1 John 5:14-21; Psalm 149; John 3:22-30
Often it takes a true act of faith, not felt conﬁdence,
to continue praying, and somehow it's that faith that
seems important to God. When you feel your prayer
is not heard, act on the conﬁdence St John expresses.

Sun 10 Jan

R20 plus delivery

Catholic Link

A H E A D

Live the Word

Sat 9 Jan

Order from our website www.rpp.org.za or email
orders@rpp.org.za. Enquiries: 082 667 3857.
Redemptorist
Publications
SouthAfrica

T H E

BAPTISM OF THE LORD

Isaiah 55:1-11; Psalm: Isaiah 12:2-6; Mark 1:7-11
John considered himself unworthy to even loosen
the thong of Jesus’ sandals. Yet surely he came as
close as anyone could. His humility and devotion
to Jesus is a model for us all.
(KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Optional Memorial)
Pr=Priest; Ab=Abbot

Copyright. Do not reproduce without permission. © Redemptorist Pastoral Publications, P O Box 341, Merrivale, 3291.
Phone 082 667 3857. Fax 086 545 4381. Email: janet@rpp.org.za. Internet: www.rpp.org.za.
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CHRISTMAS – EPIPHANY
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Epiphany of the Lord  Year B
Divine Ofﬁce: Week II  3 January 2021

Journey of the Magi

n 1927 the Anglo-American poet, T.S.
Liturgy of Word and Sacrament proclaim the
Eliot, wrote a poem entitled “Journey of
glory of God which is to be brought about by
the Magi”. The poem began with one of the the life, death and resurrection of “the child
Magi complaining about the tough time they with his mother”.
had had:
The whole of
‘A cold coming
Chapter 60 of
we had of it,
Isaiah, from which
Just the worst
the ﬁrst reading is
time of the year
taken today, is a
For a journey
prose poem on the
and such a long
splendour of the
journey:’
new Jerusalem. It
While using the
is a poem on light,
image of a long and
the light of God
difficult journey,
shining in the New
the poet evokes the
Jerusalem. Laced
journey of life, the
with words like
regrets, the sheer
‘shine’,’ ‘glory’,
inconveniences,
‘brightness’, ‘radithe search for
ance’, the message
meaning:
is clear. We are
‘With the voices
being invited into
singing in our ears, An Ethiopian artist’s impression of the Adoration of the Magi a new world, a new
saying
heaven and a new earth – and it has begun
That this was all folly’.
already.
While it is entirely possible to read the poem
Paul reassures the Ephesians (and us) in
as an account of the long years of waiting by the second reading that we all now share in
the Chosen People for the coming of their
this glorious inheritance, we are “parts of the
Messiah, the poet himself builds up to a central same body” and the same promise has been
question:
made to us, in Christ Jesus, through the gospel
‘were we laid all that way for
(Ephesians 3:6).
Birth or Death?’
Like many tyrants and political leaders before
There was a birth, indeed; the birth of a and after him, Herod was intensely alert to any
child, born to be king, Jesus the Lord. But threat to his power. Talk of the birth of a king
this was a birth which heralded a death: the of the Jews unsettled him and fear of a rival
death of the same Jesus. The wise travellers dominated him. Hence the importance of the
were experiencing death and birth: death
quotation from Micah in today’s gospel.When the
of the old dispensation and birth of wholly wise men asked ‘Where is the infant king of the
new life.
Jews?’, Herod was so perturbed that he sent for
Today’s feast of the Epiphany is another
all the chief priests and scribes who in referring
drawing aside of the veil on God’s reality. For to Micah made it clear that Bethlehem was the
the shepherds God used the song of the angels birth place of the ‘leader who will shepherd
and the visit to the manger, for the learned my people Israel’. This accurate interpretation
scribes God used the Sacred Scriptures, for sealed the fate of the holy innocents.
Herod the wise men themselves and for the
Birth and Death, aspects of this feast and of
Magi, the Star of Wonder. For us today the all human existence.
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Today is the Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord
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Parish Priest: Fr David Evans
Secretary: Judy Joseph
Email: office@stpatricksbenoni.co.za
Bookkeeper: Tanya Charles
bookkeeper@stpatricksbenoni.co.za

Office Hours: Mon to Thurs 08h00 to 16h30 (Fri 16h00)
106 Woburn Avenue, Benoni, 1501
PO Box 12538, Benoryn, 1504
Tel: 060 327 2998
Website: wwwstpatricksbenoni.co.za

All masses are suspended until the 15 January but the Parish Office is open as
usual every weekday from 08h00 to 16h30 (Fridays at 16h00).
Please support your parish at this time: “St Patrick’s Catholic Church” Benoni, Standard
Bank. Current Account number: 021 095 612 (Branch code: 013042). To join our
monthly Dedicated Giving contact Tanya on 060 327 2998 or email her on
bookkeeper@stpatricksbenoni.co.za.
Our “Society of St Vincent de Paul” helps the poor – on our behalf – irrespective of race,
colour or creed. Please support them: Society of St Vincent de Paul, Nedbank,
Northmead, Account no. 10125340707 (Branch: 19484200).
Pray for all who are ill especially: Bruce Herholdt; Jenny; Rose Cramond; Barry
Hodgkinson; Steve Zackey; Bill Little; Cedric Spencer; Ken; Cynthia Hamer; Tony; Paul
van Niekerk and Mike Ward; Anna Pereira; Tom Maguire; Remigio Mariuzzi ; Russell
Johnson; Michel Zuppa; Norma Hodgkinson; Barry Barrett; Mike; Cassie; V. Burton.
Pray for all those who have died: May they rest in peace and rise in glory.
Please update the prayer list with Judy at the Parish Office 060 327 2998.

The Parish phone is being transferred to Mweb. In the meantime,
phone the parish cell 060 327 2998.
If you subscribe to the Southern Cross magazine, you can collect it
from the Parish Office. There are few spare at R30.
We, as usual, await the “Living Faith” and will let you know when it
arrives. It is available everyday on the parish Whatsapp group which
you can join by sending an SMS to the parish cell 060 327 2998.
If you would like to receive the bulletin by email, contact Tanya the
bookkeeper at: bookkeeper@stpatricksbenoni.co.za.

Weekday Missal p. 146

“They opened their treasures and offered him gifts” (Matthew 2:11)
Without a doubt, the Magi were very wealthy. The gifts they gave to Jesus were
about the most expensive items you could find in the ancient world. Not only that,
they were exactly suited to the one to whom they gave their gifts: gold, a
precious metal that was meant for royalty – a king; an oil used for worship – of
God; and myrrh, a perfume used in anointing the dead, pointing towards Jesus’
passion and death.
But what about us? Can we even pretend to match these extravagant offerings?
Yes, we can! In fact, we can offer Jesus something much more valuable ourselves! Imagine how valuable we are to the Lord. He became a man for us. He
devoted his life to spreading the good news for us. He died on the cross for us.
Jesus did everything for us because he sees us as the “pearl of great price”
(Matthew 13:46).
Unfortunately, many of us have a hard time seeing how valuable we are. Instead
of a shiny, gift-wrapped present, we see ourselves as a dull, brown–paper
package of weakness and sin. That is not how the Lord sees you! Yes, he sees
the flaws and failings, but he sees so much more, he sees the love in our hearts,
even if it is buried by selfish thoughts. He sees the noble desires, even if we don’t
always follow them. He sees the noble desires, even if we don’t always follow
them. He sees the sacrifices we are making for our loved ones. He sees our
longing for peace, even if we are sometimes agitated ourselves or causing the
agitators! He sees us and tells us that we are “very good”. (Genesis 1:31).
So don’t discount the treasure you have in these
earthen vessels – yourself. Go ahead and offer
the Lord the gold of your talents and gifts, the
frankincense of your prayer and worship, and the
myrrh of your sufferings and heartaches. As you
do, your heart will change. You will become a gift
to your brothers and sisters, and you will change
their lives!

“Lord, let this coming year be my gift to you.
Take everything I have and use it to build your kingdom.

