SUNDAY MASS
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
After the Lord was baptised, the heavens were
opened, and the Spirit descended upon him like
a dove, and the voice of the Father thundered:
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.
FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:1-11.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Isaiah 12:2-3,4,5-6.
RESPONSE:
With joy you will draw water from
the wells of salvation.
1. ‘Behold, God is my salvation;
I will trust, and will not be afraid;
for the Lord God is my strength and my song,
and he has become my salvation’.
With joy you will draw water from the wells of
salvation. ℟
2. ‘Give thanks to the Lord
call upon his name;
make known his deeds among the nations,
proclaim that his name is exalted’. ℟
3. ‘Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done
gloriously;
let this be known in all the earth.
Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitant of Zion,
for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel’. ℟
SECOND READING: 1 John 5:1-9.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia! John saw Jesus coming towards
him and said: Behold the Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world. Alleluia.
GOSPEL: Mark 1:7-11.
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Live the Word
Mon 11 Jan Liturgy of the Day
Hebrews 1:1-6; Psalm 97; Mark 1:14-20
The apostles were not the only ones called to follow
Jesus and make his message known. Whoever we
are we are all called to reﬂect the love and compassion of Jesus in our own way by what we say and do.

Tue 12 Jan Liturgy of the Day
Hebrews 2:5-12; Psalm 8; Mark 1:21-28
We are called to live in joyful awe of God. We belong to God. So does our world. God is the source
of all that is. God is always at work in creation,
bringing us more fully into his glory.

Wed 13 Jan (St Hilary, BD)
Hebrews 2:14-18; Psalm 105; Mark 1:29-39
Before we are able to help others, or share good
news, we need to empty ourselves before God in
prayer, as Jesus did. It is only in this way that we
can gain the strength we need to care for others.

Thu 14 Jan Liturgy of the Day
Hebrews 3:7-14; Psalm 95; Mark 1:40-45
Little sins have a tendency to grow over time, and so
we end up living lives of indifference. If there is no vitality
and passion in our lives we are likely to live in such a way
that God is forsaken. Hear God's word to you today.

Fri 15 Jan

Liturgy of the Day

Hebrews 4:1-5.11; Psalm 78; Mark 2:1-12
Sometimes our hardest efforts, like battling alcohol
addiction, fail miserably. Our only option is surrendering ourselves to God. Often we ﬁnd God when we surrender control, and submit to failure and exhaustion.

Sat 16 Jan

Liturgy of the Day

Hebrews 4:12-16; Psalm 19; Mark 2:13-17
We may think it a little scary that God knows our
deepest thoughts. But God, in Jesus, is able to sympathize with us and understands our weakness – he in
fact seeks us out. Let us never hesitate to go to God.

Sun 17 Jan

2ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

1 Samuel 3:3-10.19; Psalm 40; John 1:35-42
When do we remain silent and when do we speak
out? Sometimes silence is not always golden. We
do not want to be self-righteous, but as a guide let
your words reﬂect the kindness of Christ.
(KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Optional Memorial)
B=Bishop; D=Doctor
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Catholic Link
T

CHRISTMAS – BAPTISM OF THE LORD

❈

Baptism of the Lord  Year B
Divine Ofﬁce: Week I  10 January 2021

The Baptism of the Lord

he Australian spiritual writer, Michael reconciliation celebrated by John.
Casey, O.C.S.O., captured something of
Jesus entered the waters of the Jordan
the surprise and shock at Jesus requesting as the Old Adam, carrying the “sins of the
baptism from John by imagining that we found world”. The radical and shocking reality of the
Jesus in the queue
submission of Jesus
for confession one
leaves no room for
Saturday morning.
denial of guilt nor for
“But you don’t need
avoidance of shame
to go to confession”,
nor for any pretence.
the theologians would
In a ritual anticipation
say; the confessor
of his death, Jesus
would surely say “I
experiences the
should be going to
weight of sin, the
confession to you, not
utter abandonment
you coming to me for
and isolation of the
confession”.
sinner; but he comes
John’s baptism
up out of the river
was indeed a public
as the New Adam,
rite, recognising the
the ﬁrst-born of all
burden of personal
creation, facing the
sin and offering
Father, his future, full
the comfort and
of grace and truth.
compassion of God.
‘No sooner had he
Jesus, the sinless
come up out of the
Son of the Father,
water than he saw
The Baptism of the Lord by Giotto di Bondone (1305)
came among us
the heavens torn
precisely to liberate (redeem) us from sin
apart’. The symbolic language continues.
so that we could become a new creation.
Heaven is thrown open, heaven and earth are
Identifying fully with us he stands for us before one, access to the Most High is now a reality.
the Father. In submitting to the baptism of
‘And the Spirit, like a dove, descending on
John, Jesus is going down into the waters of
him’. The dove is a very familiar bird (and
the Jordan with our sins. He is burdened with
symbol) in the Scriptures with the overriding
our iniquities.
interpretation as a symbol of love. In the
St Paul puts this in the strongest language baptism of Jesus, the dove symbolises the
in writing to the Corinthians:
love of God being poured out through the life
“For our sake God made the sinless one
and ministry of the Son who takes away the
into sin, so that in him we might become the sin of the world, thus making space for the
goodness of God” (2 Corinthians 5:21).
love of God.
The Baptism of the Lord is therefore a
‘And a voice came from heaven: “You are
highly symbolic feast. After thirty silent, my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on you’.
hidden years, Jesus now begins, not just a These words of divine afﬁrmation strengthen
public ministry, but a public identiﬁ cation
the human resolve of Jesus to take forward
with sinners everywhere. Though remaining his Father’s plan for the new heavens and the
personally sinless, he so identiﬁes with us
new earth. He is made ready for the ministry
as to become sin for us. And for us, he of forgiveness, the ministry of healing and the
asks forgiveness, he submits to the ritual of ministry of constructing the Kingdom.
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The Feast of the Baptism of the Lord
Sunday Missal p. 460
Parish Priest: Fr David Evans
Secretary: Judy Joseph
Email: office@stpatricksbenoni.co.za
Bookkeeper: Tanya Charles
bookkeeper@stpatricksbenoni.co.za

Office Hours: Mon to Thurs 08h00 to 16h30 (Fri 16h00)
106 Woburn Avenue, Benoni, 1501
PO Box 12538, Benoryn, 1504
Tel: 011 421 5856 / 060 327 2998
Website: www.stpatricksbenoni.co.za

All masses are suspended at this time but the Church is open for prayer and the
lighting of candles, as well as the Columbaruim and the Garden of Remembrance
– during our office hours 08h00 to 16h00 every day.
Note our temporary parish landline number 011 421 5856 and parish cell

060 327 2998.
All masses are suspended until the 15 January but the Parish Office is open as
usual every weekday from 08h00 to 16h30 (Fridays at 16h00).
Please support your parish at this time: “St Patrick’s Catholic Church” Benoni, Standard
Bank. Current Account number: 021 095 612 (Branch code: 013042). To join our monthly
Dedicated Giving contact Tanya at 060 327 2998 or bookkeeper@stpatricksbenoni.co.za.
Our “Society of St Vincent de Paul” helps the poor – on our behalf – irrespective of race,
colour or creed. Please support them: Society of St Vincent de Paul, Nedbank, Northmead,
Account no. 10125340707 (Branch: 19484200).

Pray for all who are ill especially: Bruce Herholdt; Jenny; Rose Cramond; Barry
Hodgkinson; Steve Zackey; Bill Little; Cedric Spencer; Ken; Cynthia Hamer; Tony; Paul
van Niekerk and Mike Ward; Anna Pereira; Tom Maguire; Remigio Mariuzzi; Russell
Johnson; Norma Hodgkinson; Mike; Cassie; V. Burton and Shirley De Wet.
Pray for all those who have died especially Lieve Schaap, Marcello Zuppa, Barry Barrett
and Frances Gow. May they rest in peace and rise in glory.
Please update the prayer list with Judy at the Parish Office 060 327 2889.
If you would like to receive the bulletin by email, contact Tanya the
bookkeeper at: bookkeeper@stpatricksbenoni.co.za.
The parish Whatsapp group which you can join by sending an SMS to the
parish cell on 060 327 2998.
We still await the January to March “Living Faith”. There are some extra
copies of the January Southern Cross magazine at the Office for R30.

Weekday Missal p. 176

“You are my beloved Son, with you I am well pleased (Mark 1:11)
“He wants to be the bride at every wedding, the body at every funeral, and
the baby at every baptism.” The subject of this cynical remark was a world
leader. Even after he stepped down from his position, he still craved
attention. Deep down, most people do. In varying degrees, we are like little
children who want someone to notice and affirm them! Watch me jump!
Look at me! See what I can do!”
Today’s feast, “The Baptism of the Lord,” conveys a message about this
human craving. In fact, you might call the Baptism of the Lord the “Feast
of full attention.” The spotlight is on Jesus, who comes to John as just
another penitent in the crowd. Then suddenly, he is singled out and
uniquely cherished, the heavens are torn apart, the Holy Spirit descends
and the Father’s voice declares him “my beloved Son.” What an amazing
affirmation of the importance of Jesus!
Here’s something though just as stunning: the Sacrament of Baptism
brings us right into Jesus own relationship with his Father! You don’t have
to aim for attention, wonder who you are, or question whether your life
matters. If you have been baptised into Christ, then what the Father spoke
to Jesus, he speaks to you: “You are my beloved son. You are my beloved
daughter.” Yes, you and I need to be transformed into the likeness of
Christ; and yes that takes time. But as you make that journey, you can
rest secure that you are already God’s beloved child. Everything flows from
that.
Today, as the Christmas season comes to an end, why not give one last
gift? Offer God your full attention, as you
reflect on your baptism. Let him reveal you to
yourself and show you how greatly you are
loved. As you give God your full attention,
you will discover how much you have his
attention.
“Abba! Father! Thank you that I am
your beloved child!”

