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SUNDAY MASS
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
Like newborn infants, you must long for the 
pure, spiritual milk, that in him you may grow to 
salvation, alleluia.

FIRST READING: Acts 4:32-35.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 118.

RESPONSE:
Give praise to the Lord, for he is good; his mercy 
endures forever.

1. Let the house of Israel say,
 ‘His mercy endures forever’.
 Let the house of Aaron say,
 ‘His mercy endures forever’.
 Let those who fear the Lord say,
 ‘His mercy endures forever’. ℟
2. The Lord’s right hand has done mighty deeds;
 his right hand is exalted.
 The Lord’s right hand has done mighty deeds’.
 I shall not die, I shall live
 and recount the deeds of the Lord.
 The Lord punished me, punished me severely,
 but did not hand me over to death. ℟
3. The stone that the builders rejected
 has become the cornerstone.
 By the Lord has this been done,
 a marvel in our eyes.
 this is the day the Lord has made;
 let us rejoice in it and be glad. ℟
SECOND READING: 1 John 5:1-6.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia. You believed, Thomas, because 
you have seen me, says the Lord; blessed are 
those who have not seen and yet believe. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: John 20:19-31.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
Take your hand and feel the place of the nails, 
and be no longer doubtful but believing, alleluia.
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EASTER SPIRIT

2nd Sunday of Easter  Year B 
Divine Offi ce: Week II  11 April 2021

Easter Mercy
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Many countries around the world have 
built into their legal systems the practice 
of judicial pardon. Often this power of 

pardon is lodged with the head of state – the 
President, King/Queen 
etc. Such pardons allow 
a person to be relieved 
of some or all of the 
legal consequences 
r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  a 
criminal conviction. It 
is interesting to note 
how the virtue of mercy 
shapes the legal power 
of pardon. 

 In the UK it is called 
“The Royal prerogative 
of mercy”, in Spain 
“derecho de gracia” 
(right of grace) and 
in France, just “ la 
grace”.  Sometime this 
prerogative of mercy is 
linked to specifi c events 
in the public life of the 
nation. 

E a s t e r  M e r c y 
surpasses presidential 
pardons by a long 
shot. Indeed, Easter 
Mercy is not one among 
a cluster of virtues. 
Easter  Mercy is  a 
revelation that God IS 
Mercy by nature. Easter 
Mercy is a revelation 
that Jesus is Divine Mercy Incarnate. Easter 
Mercy is a revelation that all followers of Jesus 
live in Mercy. Mercy is part of our spiritual DNA.

That Mercy is part of the DNA of the Church is 
highlighted by the gift of the Risen Lord in the 
evening of the Resurrection to his assembled 
disciples (minus Thomas!): “Receive the Holy 
Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are 
retained”. To be Christian is to live in a state of 
Mercy: Mercy received and Mercy given; Mercy 
celebrated and Mercy shared; Mercy preached 
and Mercy practiced.

Mercy Incarnate was, in his passion and 
death, denied mercy; in his Resurrection he 
released the Spirit of Mercy on all humanity. 
It is not surprising then to fi nd mercy in many 

forms in many people, 
even without explicit 
knowledge of or faith 
in Jesus himself.

C a t h o l i c s  h a v e 
traditional thought 
in terms of spiritual 
and corporal works of 
mercy. In the Year of 
Mercy (2016) there 
was a sustained effort 
to understand and live 
in the spirit of divine 
mercy. One lesson 
which emerged from 
the Year of Mercy is 
that Mercy knows no 
frontiers.

Mercy cannot be 
l im i ted  to  pure ly 
spiritual matters; nor 
can it be a private and 
personal matter only. 
Mercy drives people not 
only to give food and 
clothing to the poor but 
to examine the roots of 
poverty and to replace 
fl awed structures with 
structures which are 
based on justice and 
rights. 

Last year Pope Francis published a new 
encyclical “Fratelli Tutti/On Fraternity and 
Social Friendship.” In that letter he urged 
us to re-examine the roots of our social 
relationships; where they are based exclusively 
on the profi t motive he proposed an overhaul 
of the institutions of the state in every area. 

The Pope is working towards a culture of 
mercy, compassion, kindness and tenderness 
in every area of life. It is a vision that reminds 
us of the “civilization of love” proposed by St 
Pope Paul VI, and more importantly of Jesus 
in the Sermon on the Mount.

Live the Word 
T H E  W E E K  A H E A D

Mon 12 Apr (St Zeno of Verona, B)
Acts 4:23-31; Psalm 2; John 3:1-8
A plan for life is good, but we need to be ready for 
anything. In our spiritual lives we need to continually try 
to balance our own sense of where we are and where 
we are going with an absolute openness to the Spirit.

Sun 18 Apr 3RD SUNDAY OF EASTER
Acts 3:13-15.17-19; Psalm 4; Luke 24:35-48
Many of us fi nd it diffi cult to see God in those different 
to us in age, ethnicity, social standing, etc? In your 
prayer, allow God to remove the veil that prevents you 
from seeing God's presence in everyone you meet.

Fri 16 Apr  Liturgy of the Day
Acts 5:34-42; Psalm 27; John 6:1-15

Many of us use a GPS to fi nd the way to our destination. 
This, of course, is useless on our journey to the kingdom. 
The way we will follow to the heavenly kingdom is not 
a path for our feet, but a faith journey of the heart.

Thu 15 Apr Liturgy of the Day  
Acts 5:27-33; Psalm 34; John 3:31-36
Dwell today in the landscape of deeper questions 
and explore the mysteries of the one who came 
from above. Listen attentively, and seek to hear and 
understand his voice when he speaks in his Word.

Wed 14 Apr Liturgy of the Day
Acts 5:17-26; Psalm 34; John 3:16-21
God sent his Son to us because he loves us and 
wants us to be saved. His offer to us, in Jesus, is not 
one of punishment. Rather, he offers us life. Let the 
words of today’s Gospel resonate in your heart.

Tue 13 Apr (St Martin I, PM)  
Acts 4:32-37; Psalm 93; John 3:7-15
Today our society is very far from refl ecting the gener-
ous compassion of the early Christians. Where have 
we gone wrong? All we can do is to continue trying to 
live as lovingly and generously as Jesus' early followers.

Sat 17 Apr  Liturgy of the Day
Acts 6:1-7; Psalm 33; John 6:16-21
Faith in the infi nite love of God helps us understand 
that we are not alone in our suffering. The resurrection 
was not a one-time event, but a pattern of how God 
brings new life out of situations that appear hopeless.

(KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Optional Memorial)
B=Bishop; P=Pope; M=Martyr

R190 plus delivery

Following on from his popular 
fi rst book, The Reluctant Disciple, 
David Wells off ers more thought-
provoking and inspirati onal insights 
into scripture, based on his own 
experience. With self-deprecati ng 
humour, he draws on his life as a 
teacher, speaker and family man to 
engage the reader in this his journey.
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Order from our website www.rpp.org.za or email 
orders@rpp.org.za. Enquiries: 082 667 3857.
Order from our website www.rpp.org.za or email 



Parish Priest:  Fr David Evans                      Office Hours: Mon to Fri 08h00 to 16h00 
Secretary: Judy Joseph                106 Woburn Avenue, Benoni, 1501 
Email: office@stpatricksbenoni.co.za                 Website: www.stpatricksbenoni.co.za 
Bookkeeper: Tanya Charles            The only number for the Parish is 

bookkeeper@stpatricksbenoni.co.za      060 327 2998       

  

 If you would like to receive the bulletin by email, contact Tanya the bookkeeper at:    
 bookkeeper@stpatricksbenoni.co.za. 
  
 We have a parish Whatsapp group which you can join by sending an SMS to the parish 
 cell on 060 327 2998. There is a link to daily mass and a six minute  reflection daily from 
 6.00am. 

 
 When I awaken I adore the Holy Trinity for a short while and thank God for having deigned to give me  yet 

another day, that the mystery of the incarnation of His Son may once more be repeated in me, and that 

once again His sorrowful Passion may unfold  before my eyes. I then try to make it easier for Jesus to pass 

through me to other souls. I go everywhere with Jesus; His presence accompanies me everywhere.                       

(St Faustina)                                                                                                                                                              

 

Today we celebrate the Divine Mercy and Love of God as 
revealed in his Son’s glorious Resurrection at Easter. 

 

Today is the Second Sunday of Easter 
 

Sunday Missal page 829 and Weekday Missal page 456 
 

Remember your Easter Confession covers the Divine Mercy   
 
 

         “This is the one who came through water and blood.”(I John5:6) 
 
In the year 2000, Pope St. John Paul II inaugurated Divine Mercy Sunday, a feast to be 
celebrated every year on the second Sunday of Easter. This is what he said, 
“Throughout the world, the Second Sunday of Easter will receive the name “Divine 
Mercy Sunday” a perennial invitation to face, with confidence in divine benevolence, 
the difficulties and trials that humanity will face in in years to come. Certainly the 
current worldwide pandemic is one such trial that we are facing. 
 
The Feast of the Divine Mercy came at the urging of Sr. Maria Faustina, a Polish 
religious sister and visionary who lived at the beginning of the twentieth century. In 
her diary, she wrote how Jesus had told her,” I will now pour out a whole ocean of 
graces upon those souls who approach the fountain of my mercy. Let no one fear to 
draw near to me, even though their sins be as scarlet” (Diary,699). 
 
During her short life, Faustina received hundreds of revelations about God’s mercy. 
Weakened by undiagnosed tuberculosis, she strained to carry out even the menial 
duties assigned to her in her convent but despite her struggles, she stayed faithful to 
our Lord, trusting that his mercy would overcome every obstacle. “I snuggle to the 
heart of God like a baby to its mother’s breast,” she once wrote, describing how 
trusting in his love brought her immense consolation. (Diary,104). 
 
Today, on this feast in Easter time, let us not be afraid to draw near to our Lord. You 
may suffer trials, you may struggle against temptation, or you may fall into sin. But 
don’t worry. As St. Peter tells us, we may not see God now, but we can still rejoice 
because Jesus has done everything necessary to save us. That’s how merciful he is. So 
celebrate his mercy today- by receiving it. 
 

“Father, I want to rest in your heart as Sr. Faustina did. I open myself to you, that I 
may be immersed in the ocean of your grace and mercy.” 
 

 

St Patrick’s Parish: 
Mass Times 

 
 

 

Tues 
09h30 

 

Wed 
No mass 

 

Thurs 
18h00 

 

Fri 
08h00 

 

Sat 
08h00 
17h30 

 

Sun 
07h30 
10h00 
18h00 

 

Confessions 
Thurs 17h30 
Sat     08h30 

 

Baptism of children: Book with the parish secretary and collect the form.  
Attendance of one short instruction is required. 
 

 

Please support your parish at this time: “St Patrick’s Catholic Church” 
Benoni, Standard Bank. Current Account number:  021 095 612   (Branch 
code: 013042).  To join our monthly Dedicated Giving contact Tanya on  
060 327 2998 or bookkeeper@stpatricksbenoni.co.za.         

 

 

Our “Society of St Vincent de Paul” helps the poor – on our behalf – 
irrespective of race, colour or creed. Please support them: Society of St 
Vincent de Paul, Nedbank, Northmead, Account no.  10125340707      
(Branch:  19484200). 

 

 
 

Pray for all who are ill especially:  Steve Zackey; Cedric Spencer; Ken; 
Cynthia Hamer; Tony; Paul van Niekerk; Anna Pereira; Russell Johnson; Mike; 
Cassie; V. Burton; Anne Fry; Belinda Sadie; Maria Rowels; Frank Pedra; 
Madavin Naidoo; Fr David Rowan; a parishioner in need of prayer; Sr Maria 
Goretti; Jenny; Bernie Conway; Sean Gallagher; Manny; Anne; Dave Hook. 
 

Pray for all those who have died:  May they rest in peace and rise in glory. 
 

Please update the prayer list with Judy at the Parish Office 060 327 2998. 
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