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Addressing the faithful of 
the Diocese of Rome, 
Pope Francis described 

the upcoming Synod — with the 
theme “For a synodal Church: 
communion, participation, 
mission” — as a journey in which 
the whole Church is engaged.

He noted that the Synod will 
take place between October 2021 
and October 2023, and that the 
itinerary has been conceived as “a 
dynamism of mutual listening, 
conducted at all levels of the 
Church, involving the whole the 
people of God”.

Stage one

The first stage of the process 
(October 2021 - April 2022) is 
the one concerning the individual 
diocesan Churches. “That is why 
I am here, as your bishop, to 
share, because it is very important 
that the Diocese of Rome 
commits itself with conviction to 
this journey”, said the Pope.

He explained that “synodality 
expresses the nature of the 
Church, its form, its style, its 
mission”. The word “synod”, in 
fact, contains everything we need 
to understand: “walking 
together”.

Pope to Rome’s faithful: 
Synodality expresses the 
nature of the Church

Sod finally turning

In a discourse to the faithful of the Diocese of 
Rome, Pope Francis describes the Synodal  
process due to begin in October and the  
importance of the diocese as the Church works 
together to feel part of “one great people”.  

                 by Francesca Merlo
The book of Acts

Referring to the book of Acts as 
“the first and most import 
‘manual’ of ecclesiology”, the 
Pope noted that it recounts the 
story of a road that starts in 
Jerusalem and after a long 
journey ends in Rome. This road, 
he said, tells the story in which 
the Word of God and the people 
who turn their attention and faith 
to that Word walk together. 
“Everyone is a protagonist,” said 
the Pope, “no one can be 
considered a mere extra”. At 
times it may be necessary to 
leave, to change direction, to 
overcome convictions that hold 

us back and prevent us from 
moving and walking together.

The Pope noted that there are 
problems that arose in organising 
the growing number of 
Christians, and “especially in 
providing for the needs of the 
poor”. The way to find a solution, 
said the Pope, quoting the Book 
of Acts, “is to gather the 
assembly of disciples together 
and make the decision to appoint 
those seven men who would 
commit themselves full time 
to diakonia, the service of the 
tables”.

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI laying the Mother of Mercy Shrine foundation stone.

After years of red tape and challenges, the Archdiocese has finally 
come to a point where it is able to mark the important project of 

building its very own Shrine. On Thursday, 23 September, Archbishop 
Buti Tlhagale, Fr Nkosinathi Nkabinde, Friends of the Shrine and 
contractors gathered at the Mother of Mercy Shrine, Magaliesburg to 
lay the foundation stone. The event was livestreamed to hundreds of 
people who welcomed, with excitement, this important milestone.

Pics by Timothy BernardArchbishop Buti starts  the groundwork.

Archbishop Buti assisted by Rector of the Shrine, Fr Nkosinathi Nkabinde.

Incense burns 
slowly in front  
of the crucifix.

Excavators, contractors, engineers 
and supervisors on site begin  
construction.

Archbishop 
Buti blesses 
the ground.
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available at the Chancery
Shrine merchandise

Kholofelo Ya Josefa 
Community Care Centre

A home-based and orphanage 
project of St Hubert, Alexandra

WANTED – VOLUNTEERS:
• Care givers
• Fundraisers
• Treasurer
• Board of trustees

For more information, contact 
Poshela Kekana (076) 062 7499

Make use of our 
Archdiocesan website

Looking for church contact  
information about the 

Archdiocese of Johannesburg, events 
and organisations?  

We have a comprehensive list of 
parishes, priests, schools, homes, 

creches, shelters, sodalities  
and secular orders. 

All are welcome to submit upcoming 
events and news for the website.

The addresses are:
www.catholicjhb.org.za

www.catholic-johannesburg.org.za

PATRONAL FEASTS: OCTOBER

ORDER OF CARMELITES 
DISCALCED SECULAR

(OCDS)

Are you drawn to the lives 
and writings of

St Therese de Lisieux ocd - 
The Little Flower,

St Teresa of Avila ocd and 
St John of the Cross ocd?

Do you want to be ‘LOVE’ in 
the centre of the World?

‘Love comprises ALL 
VOCATIONS…!’ 

(St Therese de Lisieux)

As a lay person - married or 
single - are you being called 
to a deeper life in Christ by 

entering The Order of  
Carmelites Discalced –  

Secular (ocds).

COME AND SEE!
Telephone: 

Bridget McIntosh-Hodge 
on 083 703 2301

Pope’s Intentions: October
Missionary disciples

We pray that every baptised person may be engaged in evangelisa-

tion, available to the mission, by being witnesses of a life that has 

the flavour of the Gospel

PREGNANCY 
CRISIS LINE

Pregnant? 
Need help?

Call 061 925-1987

1st  Therese, Alberton (1948); Edenvale (1938); Zondi 
2nd  Holy Angels, Bez Valley (1914)
4th  St Francis of Assisi, Reiger Park (1965); RusTerVaal (1968); Vanderbijlpark 

(1960); Yeoville (1913)
7th  Our Lady of the Holy Rosary, Krugersdorp (1891); Holy Rosary, Phiri (1969)
16th  St Margaret, Di epkloof (1964)
19th  St Paul of the Cross, Bekkersdal (1975)
22nd  St John Paul II, Linmeyer (2012) 

Buy your Mother of Mercy Shrine merchandise 
at the office.

Contact Veronica Pieterson on 011 402 6400

Abortion warning
‘The pill’ can abort (chemical  

abortion), Catholics must be told,  
for their eternal welfare, and sur-

vival of their unborn infants.
www. epm.org.statitic/uploads/ 

bcpill pdfCoLA
082 609 6919

BOOKING OF THE CATHEDRAL 
HALL
BIG HALL (big events: wedding 
receptions, etc): R8500

SMALL HALL (big events: wedding 
receptions, etc): R6500

USE OF THE KITCHEN: extra R1500

MEETINGS: R500 per meeting 
(1-3hrs). 

To book, call receptionist, Sibusiso 
during office hours
Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday: 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Tel: 010 443 6725/4092

CATHEDRAL OF CHRIST THE KING 
Mass times: Tuesday - Thursday
6:30am / 7:30am / 5:30pm

Friday: Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament
6:30 am – 6:00 pm
The Exposition concludes with 
Benediction. 
Saturday – 5:30pm
Sunday – 7:00am / 9:30am

Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament with Benediction 
Every Friday: 6:30am to 6:00pm  
(in church)
Every First Sunday of Every Month: 
During Mass, before the Final 
Blessing. 

Chapel of the Perpetual Adoration 
Tuesday - Sunday 6:30am – 7:00pm
The Fatima chapel will act as the 
Adoration chapel where the Most 
Blessed Sacrament will be exposed 
all the time (24-7/round-the-clock).

People are strongly urged to visit 
and pray before the Blessed 
Sacrament. 

After each Mass, the Cathedral 
church will be closed; people are 
encouraged to use the Adoration 
Chapel for prayer. 

Confessions
Tuesday – Sunday: Thirty minutes 
before every Mass
Saturday: 8:00am – 10:00am

Fr Michael Seheri, Administrator

CATHEDRAL OF CHRIST THE KING 
(Johannesburg)

NEEDED - 
Old 3 Volume 
Divine Office 
books for 
people who 
cannot afford to buy the 
new Office Book. Please 
phone 083 703 2301.

COMMUNITY NOTICES

The Feast of the Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary was celebrated 
by Chancery staff.  Mass was led by 
Fr Fusi Khumalo,  Head of Youth 
Department, Eucharistic Heart of 
Jesus Sister, Juliana Mary Abioye 
also celebrated her 16th anniver-
sary in religious life. 

Lerato Mohone

Celebration of the 
Nativity of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary

NEW APPOINTMENTS

Celebration of Our Lady’s birthday
On Wednesday, 8 September, Marist Brothers Linmeyer celebrated the 
school’s name day – Marian College, with an online Mass and various 
fun activities and picnics according to the different grades. The school, 
previously known as Marian College, was named after Mary, the 
Mother of Our Lord hence we celebrated this wonderful occasion on 
the feast of Her birthday. It was a beautiful day enjoyed by all. 

Precious Staat,  
Marketing  Assistant 

Nthabiseng Moloi proclaims the first 
reading.

Dillon Naicker congratulates Sr Juli-
ana on her milestone.

Fr Fusi Khumalo with Sr Juliana.

Left: The High School collected 
canned food for charity to  
celebrate its name day.

Below: Online Mass was cele- 
brated by Fr Ricardo da Silva SJ.

Pre-school and Primary School learners enjoyed fun activities.

Fr Bruce Botha – The diocesan 
contact person for the Synod on 
Synodality. 

Fr Joseph Pich – Judicial Vicar 
Marriage Tribunal.

Fr Peter Cassidy M.Afr – 
Chairperson of the Professional 
Conduct Committee.

Fr Solomon Mphela OFM – 
Chairperson of the Council of 
Priests.
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Father Thomas Plastow S.J. 
Answers Liturgy Questions

 

Ordinary or 
extraordinary?

We need more questions 
about the Liturgy!

You are welcome to send 
questions directly to Fr Plastow:  

• PO Box 46876, Glosderry, 7702 
• e-mail adnews@catholicjhb.org.za 

• fax 011 402-6406

todes, curtails the use of the 
“Extraordinary Form”. The liturgi-
cal books issued by Saints Paul VI 
and John Paul II are called “the 
unique expression” of the law of 
prayer of the Roman Rite. Only 
the diocesan bishop, using the 
Pope’s guidelines, may give per-
mission for the 1962 Missal to be 
used in his diocese. Such liturgies 
may not be held in Parish church-
es, the scripture readings must be 
proclaimed in the vernacular lan-
guage, and those attending must 
show that they do not deny the 
validity and the legitimacy of the 
liturgical reforms of Vatican II and 
subsequent Popes.

Why did the Pope stir things up 
again? Couldn’t people be 
allowed to do their thing while we 
do our thing?

What has become clear in recent 
years is that many of those using 
the “traditional Latin Mass”, espe-
cially in the United States, were 
becoming intolerant and sectarian. 
Some openly attack Vatican II or 
call Pope Francis a heretic. Some 
think of themselves as the only 
true Christians, as though they 
have privileged knowledge. In 
their efforts to make the liturgy 
more splendid and other-worldly, 
they lose sight of the Incarnation 
of Christ which has blessed natu-
ral, human and earthy things, 
making them the vehicles of sac-
ramental grace. They are on the 
slippery slope towards Gnosti-
cism, an ancient tendency not in 
keeping with the faith. Having 
two forms of the Mass is dividing 
us liturgically, theologically and 
politically.

After the Protestant Reforma-
tion and the Council of Trent, the 
Catholic Mass was made uniform 
and unchanging for almost four 
hundred years. Some believed that 
it had always been that way, and 
that it could never change, but that 
is not correct. The last six or 
seven popes have not been afraid 
of liturgical change. How blessed 
we were when Pius XII brought 
back the Holy Week liturgies 
which had fallen out of use! How 
grateful we felt when St Paul VI 
reintroduced the Prayers of the 
Faithful, the Procession of Gifts, 
and the use of local languages! 
Some may think that holding onto 
the old ways makes them bold and 
faithful. Sometimes, however, it 
ends up making them sectarian 
and pharisaic, out of step with the 
Church and with Christ himself.

On 16 July this year, Pope 
Francis made a ruling on 
the “traditional Latin 

Mass” which reversed what Pope 
Benedict XVI had decreed in 
2007. Several people have ques-
tions on this topic, some of which 
I will attempt to answer this 
month. 

I can’t keep up with the changes! 
Please will you explain what has 
been happening?

After the Second Vatican Council, 
a new Roman Missal was pub-
lished in 1969. This is the Mass 
we know today. It’s sometimes 
called the “Mass of Paul VI”, the 
“Novus Ordo”, or the “Ordinary 
Form”. It is usually celebrated in 
the local language with the priest 
and people on either side of the 
altar. There are various lay minis-
tries and the congregation has its 
own role to play. We use more 
scripture than ever before.

In 1969, it was taken for 
granted that the new Missal would 
replace all earlier versions, but 
this saddened some people. A 
group of writers and artists in 
Britain, many of whom were not 
even Catholic, petitioned Pope  
St Paul VI to allow the use of the 
earlier form because of its cultural 
merit. In 1971, Pope Paul author-
ized the bishops of England and 
Wales to arrange the occasional 
old Mass, sometimes called the 
“Tridentine Rite”, the “traditional 
Latin Mass” or the “Extraordinary 
Form”. They had to use the Missal 
of 1962, including modifications 
introduced in 1965 and 1967. 

Another group which grieved 
the loss of the old form were the 
followers of Archbishop Marcel 
Lefebvre (1905-1991) who 
became the schismatic Society of 
St Pius X (SSPX). They not only 
rejected the new way of celebrat-
ing Mass, but all the teachings of 
the Second Vatican Council. They 
did not agree with its openness to 
the modern world, its dialogue 
with other religions, or its 
renewed appreciation of the role 
of the laity.

In 1984, 1988 and 2007, Pope 
St John Paul II and Pope Benedict 
XVI allowed ever greater use of 
the earlier Missal. They wanted to 
heal the rift with the SSPX, but 
not at any cost. Those who wanted 
the old Mass had to promise faith-
fulness to the teachings of Vatican 
II. Pope Benedict hoped to keep 
the Church united by naming the 
new and old Missals the “Ordi-
nary” and “Extraordinary” Forms, 
meaning simply that the new was 
“usual” and the old “unusual”, not 
that one was more special than the 
other! 

What has Pope Francis now 
decided?

His motu proprio, Traditionis cus-

For the month of June, Pastoral 
Care assisted 3 458 persons, 469 
persons with vouchers for food 
and 85 with blankets. Some 469 
persons and one sick lady were 
assisted with fare transport to 
Helen Joseph and to Edenvale 
hospitals.

The team always visits the most 
known parishes where many 
migrants’ communities are found 
to revive its pastoral duty. For 
this reason, on the 6 June, the 

Pastoral care 
for migrants 
and refugees  – 
June and July activities

From June to July, Pastoral 
Care for Migrants and 
Refugees attended to 466 

people from seven nationalities. 
The Department also continued 
with its outreach program 
together with Bienvenu Shelter. 

Department of Pastoral Care was 
at St Lewis Bertrand parish in 
Payneville and set up the Pastoral 
Care desk in that parish. We 
explained to refugees and asylum 
seekers the online process of 
renewal of their asylum seeker 
temporary visas or refugee status.

On 13 June, the team of 
Pastoral Care for Migrants and 
Refugees visited for the first time 
St Josephine Bakhita Parish in 
Zandspruit. The aim of its visit 
was to explain to the parishners 
what the Department of Pastoral 
Care for Migrants and Refugees 
is doing in the Archdiocese 

Since June, the Department of 
Pastoral Care for Migrants and 

Refugees has assisted many refu-
gees and asylum seekers to extend 
their temporary visas online. In 
August, the Department assisted  
30 persons with the process.

In August, the department, 
through its outreach programme 
with Bienvenu Shelter, assisted  
3 014 migrants and refugees with 
food weekly, from Monday to 
Thursday.

In addition to its usual monthly 
outreach, the department teamed 
up with “Future Families” to hand  
out food parcels to 250 families on 

10 August at the Cathedral. Three 
sick ladies were also assisted with 
their basic needs in food, medica-
tion and transport to Helen Joseph 
and Edenvale hospitals. 

In August, the Department 
attended to 250 people from  
20 different nationalities.

The team continues to support 
and visit 20 migrant and refugee 
women involved in the small 
business project. The aim is to 
provide them with much-needed 
advice for a self-sustained life to 
become the bread winners of their 
respective families.

The department also monitors  

30 women who are being trained in 
sewing, beauty therapy, baking and 
hairdressing at Mother Asunta 
Training Centre. The second group of 
English and Literacy is going as 
planned and learners are motivated 
to learn. 

Finally, all parishes within the 
Archdiocese received the material 
for the celebration of the 107th 
World Day for Migrants and 
Refugees that took place on 
26 September.

Sr Marizete Garbin MSCS
HOD Pastoral Care for Migrants 

and Refugees

After the celebration of the Eucharist, Sr Marizete Sr Marizete Garbin 
MSCS, Head of Pastoral Care for Migrants and Refugees and her team had 
a chat with the parishioners of St Lewis Bertrand,Payneville about the  
Pastoral care desk set up in their parish.

 Sr Marizete is pictured here 
explaining to the parishioners of  
St Josephine Bakhita the work the 
Department of Pastoral Care does. 

of Johannesburg. The priest-in- 
charge, Fr Emmanuel Wafula 
thanked the Department for 
visiting his parish and promised 
to choose one of his parishioners 
as a Pastoral Care agent. 

The Department also organised 
a workshop on 8 June with 20 
ladies who successfully sub-
mitted their small business pro-
posals. Training on how to grow 
their business was provided. After 
receiving money to start their 
businesses, the department will 
accompany them on their journey 
to a self-sustained life.

Pastoral Care for Migrants and 
Refugees and Futures Families 
also put in place a programme to 
assist 10 former refugees and 
asylum seekers with a monthly 
amount of R1 200 from June until 
December 2021 to help them with 
their expenses. 

 Sr Marizete Garbin MSCS
HOD Pastoral Care for 
Migrants and Refugees

Pastoral care for migrants and 
refugees – August activities

Learners in baking with 
their teacher take on the 

task of the day. Beauty therapists in training give   
volunteers a relaxing pedicure.

Above and below: 
Hairdressing stu-
dents put into 
practice lessons 
learned.

Sewing students at work.

Above: Ladies cut material 
according to the pattern 
they received from their 
teacher. 

Above: A student works at 
a sewing station.
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The Marriage season 
continues until 9 October 
2021. Different 

programmes are available through 
the SACBC Marriage and Family 
Life Office with talks broadca3st 
on Facebook on Sundays and 
Thursdays and a special Mass on 
Saturday, 9 October. Marfam 
thoughts for the day continue too 
during these weeks. The 27th 
Sunday Year B celebrated on 3 
October has, for many years been 
commemorated as Marriage Day, 
and some parishes have chosen to 
use this day as a parish marriage 
celebration. As this time, from 1 
September to 4 October, the feast 
of St Francis, is also the season 
of creation - this ecological 
awareness is built into the 
thoughts for the day together with 
a daily eco tip.   Surely eco-
awareness is an important aspect 
of family life at all times, and not 
only for one month in the year.  
Just as is often said, activism 

against abuse of women and 
children needs to be seen through 
family eyes.   

All this is what is meant by the 
theme for October Family on 
Mission Month.     

Overview
 Every single family of any 
description, from a human one-
parent family, to the ancient 
colossuses of trees in our forests, 
and the tiniest of creatures in the 
sea, has a role to play to sustain 
our world, as a family of families.  
We, the human family, uniquely 
have the power to deliberately 
choose our sense of mission. We 
cannot afford selfish greed, or 
hurtful violence, but are called to 
adopt God’s mission of love, love 
of creation and of all creatures. It 
is a massive mission, demanding 
commitment and all our 
resources, but it alone has the 
potential for the ultimate salva-
tion of the whole world. 
 Pope Francis writes:  
Evangelisation would not be com-
plete if it did not take account of 
the unceasing interplay of the 
Gospel and of man’s concrete life, 

both personal and social.  Our 
mandate is to go into all the 
world and proclaim the good 
news to the whole creation.  
EG181.  The family is an agent of 
pastoral activity through the 
explicit proclamation of the 
Gospel, their witness, namely sol-
idarity with the poor, openness to 
diversity of people, protection of 
creation, moral and material soli-
darity with other families and 
commitment to the common good.  
AL 290

See MARFAM’S website 
 www.marfam.org.za for more info 
To contact Toni Rowland,  
email toni@marfam.org.za  
or call 082 552-1275

SIGN THE PETITION.   

HEALTHY PLANET, HEALTHY 
PEOPLE.   
www.thecatholicpetition.org.    

Two UN conferences.  
COP 15 – BIODIVERSITY, 
OCTOBER. COP 26 – CLIMATE 
CHANGE – NOVEMBER.  
“One opportunity for Catholics 
worldwide to listen to Pope 
Francis and act out our faith.”  
 AND JOIN THE MOVEMENT 

Catholic Men’s Association 
enrolments

Over 25 men from St Paul’s, 
Tsakane joined the Catho-
lic Men’s Association 

(CMA) probation period in 
January last year. 

The probation programme 
which normally takes 12 months, 
took longer because of the 
restrictions of the pandemic.

During the probation, members 
were taken through the CMA 
constitution and other lessons by 
CMA members from Kristo 
INkosi, KwaThema and by the 
priests at St Paul’s.

A retreat was held in June in 
preparation for the enrolment. 

The 25 enrolled as full members 
of CMA from St Paul’s Parish 
including two of its three out-
stations, St Francis Xavier and 
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart on 
4 September. The ceremony was 
led by the parish priest, Fr God-
frey Kisabuli SPS.

St Paul’s CMA Branch was 
officially inaugurated on 5 Sep-
tember by Fr Michael Bennett 
SPS.

 A votive Mass in honour Sts 
Peter and Paul, patron saints of 
the parish was celebrated for the 
inauguration.

Lucky Nkopane 

Fr Michael Bennet unveils the 
CMA banner to the congregations. 

Newly-enrolled 
CMA members 

with their  
banner.

Above: Newly-enrolled members 
of CMA with parish priest,  
Fr Godfrey Kisabuli.

Left: Bibles, candles and 
CMA ties.

Pope to Rome’s faithful ...  
continued from page 1.

Above: Fr Godfrey blesses the 
Bibles, candles and ties. He also 
blessed the banner to launch a 
branch of CMA in the parish.

Family on mission 
with marriage 
and the world of 
families

Diocesan phase

Returning to the synodal process, 
Pope Francis said the diocesan 
phase is very important because it 
involves listening to the totality 
of the baptised. He stressed that 
“there is much resistance to 
overcome the image of a Church 
rigidly divided between leaders 
and subordinates, between those 
who teach and those who have to 
learn, forgetting that God likes to 
overturn positions. Walking 
together discovers horizontality 
rather than verticality as its line”.

The sensus fidei

“The sensus fidei (Latin: «sense 
of the faith») qualifies everyone 
in the dignity of the prophetic 
function of Jesus Christ», the 
Pope said, «so that we can 
discern what are the ways of the 
Gospel in the present».

He explained that “The 
exercise of the sensus 
fidei cannot be reduced to the 
communication and comparison 
of opinions that we may have 
about this or that theme, that 
single aspect of doctrine, or that 
rule of discipline.” He added, 
“Nor could the idea of 
distinguishing majorities and 
minorities prevail”.

For all

“It is necessary to feel part of one 
great people who are the 
recipients of the divine 
promises”, continued Pope 
Francis, “open to a future that 
awaits everyone to participate in 
the banquet prepared by God for 
all peoples”. Here, the Pope said, 
“I would like to point out that 
even on the concept of ‘the 
people of God’ there can be rigid 
and antagonistic hermeneutics, 
remaining trapped in the idea of 
an exclusivity, of a privilege, as 
happened with the interpretation 
of the concept of ‘election’, 
which the prophets corrected, 
indicating how it should be 
correctly understood”. It is not a 
privilege, he stressed, “but a gift 
that someone receives for 
everyone, that we have received 
for others, a responsibility”.

In the synodal journey, in fact, 
listening must take into account 
the sensus fidei, but it must not 
overlook all those «hunches» 
embodied where we would not 
expect them: there may be a 
«hunch without citizenship», but 
it is no less effective.

“I have come here to 
encourage you to take this 
synodical process seriously and 
to tell you that the Holy Spirit 
needs you”, concluded the Pope. 

“Listen to Him by listening to 
yourselves and do not leave 
anyone out or behind”. This, he 
said finally, holds not only for 
those present, but for the whole 
of the Church, “which is not 
strengthened only by reforming 
structures, giving instructions, 
offering retreats and conferences, 
or by dint of directives and 
programmes, but if it rediscovers 
that it is a people that desires to 
walk together, among itself and 
with humanity. A people, that of 
Rome, which contains the variety 
of all peoples and all conditions: 
what an extraordinary richness, in 
its complexity!”



adnews@catholicjhb.org.zaOctober 2021 Volume 36 No 7 5

Vaccination 
at the 
Cathedral

The Cathedral Hall trans-
formed into a pop-up 
vaccination site on Thurs-

day, 9 September. A steady stream 
of people arrived for their jabs. 
First-timers had the option of 
Johnson & Johnson and people 
who have already had their first 
Pfizer jab were able to get their 
second one.

With the convenience of having 
the site on the doorstep, Chancery 
staff seized the opportunity to get 
their vaccinations. Dickson Mofo-
keng said by getting his jab he 
was reducing his chances of 
falling ill and possibly dying from 
Covid-19. He was ecstatic that the 
process took less than 30 minutes.

Emma Zemura, who had accom-
panied others when they went for 
their shot, said hesitancy on her 
part was a result of how people 
spoke negatively about it as well 
as vaccine-adverse reactions she 
had witnessed. Now that her son 
is eligible, he turned to her for 
counsel. 

“I had to set an example by 
getting mine first. Also, it will be 
my second passport when I travel 

home to Zimbabwe for Christmas 
holidays,” she shared.  

This was organised by the 
Cathedral Soup Kitchen which 
caters mostly for the homeless 
and is run by Meghan MacKay 
and Elizabeth Ndebele. 

“Due to the pandemic, we have 
stopped cooking meals for them. 
However, we still offer them 
bread and vegetables that we get 
from donations. We also help 
them in whatever way we can, 
including vaccinations.

 “We found that people were 
hesitant to register to begin with. 
The next challenge would be to 
get to the vaccination site. 
If they do register, on the 
appointment day some are 
‘high’ and their only concern 
is the next fix or meal. That 
is why it was requested that 
they get the Johnson & 
Johnson shot which is one 
dose,” said Meghan.

Health workers admini-
stered the vaccines. They 
were impressed with the 
number that turned up and 
said that their expectations had 
been exceeded.

Many people enquire if there 
will be another opportunity. If 
this trend continues we may need 
to have another run, Elizabeth 
said.

Lerato Mohone

Eighteen-year-old Karabo Mphuthi 
(Annastacia Mphuthi’s son) didn’t 
even flinch when he had his inocu-
lation. He went on to offer moral 
support to some of the staff who 
were anxious. 

 

Braamfontein

On 8 September, Holy Trinity, 
Braamfontein administered 
Covid-19 vaccines. We thank all 
involved in the effort and for all 
the work you put in to make this 
day run smoothly—another step 
towards a better tomorrow.

People wait patiently for their turn 
in a well-ventilated Cathedral big 
hall.

Emma Zemura takes her jab.

Dickson Mofokeng finally took 
the plunge.

• Get vaccinated
• Stay at home if 
   you can
• Wear a mask
• Wash hands
• Practice social 
  distancing

CORONAVIRUS
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St Anne Sodality enrolments

Five ladies were enrolled into the St Anne Sodality at St Peter’s,  
Kagiso on Sunday, 12 September. They are, from left: Ceilia Selepe, 
Menge Katametsi, Lindiwe Matsobe, Mpho Mnisi and Ellen Mashine, 
Peter’s Church, Kagiso 2. The main celebrant was Fr Tshepiso Lekoko. 
He was assisted by his twin brother, Fr Tshepo.              Tebogo Tsimane

Youth share their story 
through HeartlinesOn Saturday, 27 August, 

the Youth Department 
organised a workshop for 

the youth. About 30 young people 
from various parishes within the 
Central and North Deanery 
gathered at Mater Dolorosa, 
Kensington. They were hosted by 
Heartlines, a Christian-based, 
non-governmental organisation 
devoted to overcoming prejudice 
and other forms of bias through 
storytelling.

The workshop was facilitated 
by Fana Ndhlovu, who works 
fulltime with the organisation. 
Fana, whose vibrant spirit and 
infectious positivity was warmly 
received, outlined several objec-
tives for the day. These included 
the need for each participant to 
listen closely to the stories shared 
and a willingness to engage in 
honest reflection on the chal-
lenges faced by the youth within 
the Archdiocese. As a means to 
achieving these objectives, he 

began by sharing his own story of 
a troubled childhood as well as 
the difficulties he faced minister-
ing to the youth in his church. 

The participants were split into 
groups to encourage inter-parish 
dialogue. During this time, 
Ndhlovu guided the interaction 
by providing questions necessary 
to initiate the discussions within 
each group. Each participant was 
invited to share their background, 
most especially their upbringing, 
friendships, failures and 
successes. 

This is a key element of the 
Heartlines mission as they believe 
many of the injustices faced in 
our society arise from misconcep-
tions. The latter is addressed by 
allowing each individual to share 
who they really are in a safe and 

non-judgemental environment. 
Lastly, the participants were 

invited to outline the state of 
youth participation in parish life. 
They were asked to investigate 
what hindrances or gateways 
exist that contribute to the 
stagnation or the flourishing of 
youth activity. All of the points 
raised by the youth in attendance 
that day were captured in a docu-
ment which will be disseminated 
to those in attendance for their 
perusal. 

The day was concluded by a 
tasty meal provided for by 
Heartlines. For more information 
visit heartlines.org.za 

Nthabiseng Maphisa, Church of the 
Immaculate Conception, Rosebank

Cathedral
As part of the Heritage Month celebrations, Sunday, 13 September 
Mass at the Cathedral was animated by the Nigerian choir. The choir 
is pictured with Cathedral administrator, Fr Michael Seheri. 

Celebration of the Feast of the 
Exaltation of the Cross

Parishioners of Zola celebrated their parish feast day of the Exaltation 
of the Holy Cross on Sunday, 19 September. Mass was led by parish 
priest, Fr Joachim Malunga. Pictured from left are: Gugu Mokoena, 
Busi Mkhize, Gugu Maseko, Veronica Ngcwabe, Constance Mohone, 
and Nurse Hadebe.                                                       Lerato Mohone

Chancery personnel 
Dickson Mofokeng 
(left) and Lerato 
Mohone represented 
the Basotho culture  
at the celebration of  
Heritage Day on 
Thursday,  
23 September. 

The youth participating.

HERITAGE MONTH CELEBRATIONS

Chancery
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08-10-94  Fr Christophe Boyer 
08-10-16  Fr Neil Mitchell
08-10-16  Fr Deneys Williamson
09-10-04  Fr Lizwelinjani 
 Mlotshwa
20-10-05  Fr Samuel Gitonga
22-10-89  Fr Emmanuel Gitonga
27-10-18  Fr Abel Maluleka
27-10-18  Fr Raymond Matseke
27-10-18  Fr Boshom Mpetsheni
27-10-18  Fr Sefako Santawana
28-10-18  Rev Francis Graham

   
1st Fr Mathieu Van Vlierden
4th  Fr Daniel Sehlapelo
6th  Fr Michael Austin
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Ordinations

The following priests and deacons celebrate  
their birthdays and anniversaries of their ordination.  

Please keep them in your prayers.

Birthdays in October

We celebrate with our priests and deacons

12th Rev Thami Mayisela
14th Rev Philip Teulon
14th  Fr Ndabaningi Mhlanga
15th  Rev Walter Middleton
18th  Rev Michael Sadie
19th  Rev Douglas Boake
21st  Fr Elphas Khoza
24th  Fr Raphael Ntlou
25th  Fr Joachim Malunga
25th  Rev Ernest Madondo
26th  Fr Kelvin Banda
28th  Fr Benen Fahy
28th  Fr Anthony Thouard
28th  Fr Benedict Mahlangu
29th  Fr Ricardo da Silva
30th  Fr Chaka Motanyane 
31st  Rev Patrick De Laroche
31st  Rev Mnimzana Mpambani

Rev Anthony Bonokoane 
ordained to the 

permanent deaconate

Above: Mrs Mapula Bonokoane (wife) presents her husband to the  
Archbishop.

Rev Vincent  
Morare and Rev 
Deacon Darryl 

Gabin from  
St Dominic in 

Boksburg came  
to support  

Rev Anthony.

Prostrating during the  
Litany of the Saints.During the laying of 

the hands.
Rev Anthony blesses the laity.

Rev Anthony presents 
his thanksgiving 
speech.

Anthony Bonokoane was ordained to the Permanent 
Deaconate in April at Our Lady of Peace, Kagiso  
by Archbishop Buti Tlhagale with the assistance of  

Fr Mandla Skosana OMI. They were assisted by then-
transitional Rev Deacon Sicelo Libanje.

From left: Cynthia Stimpel, Marumagae Moshe and Judy Stockill at the 
launch of Cynthia’s book, ‘Hijackers on Board’.

‘Hijackers on Board’ is a personal 
account by Cynthia of how she 
blew the whistle on a corrupt deal 
at SAA which saved the country 
R256m, but cost her her job and her 
friends.

The book was officially launched 
on Zoom in July this year, but on 
Saturday 4 September the book 
was launched ‘live’ in The 
Johannesburg Children’s Home 
Charity shop parking area. Cynthia 
was the special guest speaker at the 
monthly meeting of the JCH book 

Woman of Faith and Courage

club monthly meeting. She serves 
on the Board of the JCH.

Cynthia is a staunch Catholic and 
known to Radio Veritas listeners of 
‘Renew Africa on Air’. It is there that 
she and Marumagae Moshe met 
virtually. It was also a first in-the-
flesh meeting between Justice and 
Peace activists, Marumagae and 
Judy.

Marumagae Moshe is the author 
of the book ‘The Catholic Church – 
200 years in Southern Africa.’

Staff reporter

The Catholic Women’s League 
members from St Joseph in Boipa-
tong handed out two-minute noo-
dles packs to the congregation on 
Sunday, 5 September.
                      Nancy Thobejane

Catholic Women’s 
League 

Boipatong
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Head of Department of Pastoral 
Care for Migrants and Refugees, 
Sr Marizete Garbin MSCS gives 

her vote of thanks. 

107th World Refugee 
Day celebration

This was the theme of this year’s World Day of Migrants and 
Refugees which took place on Sunday, 26 September. 

The Department of Pastoral Care for Migrants and Refugees spent 
the day with the various nationalities making up the community of  
SS Peter and Paul in Tarlton. Mass was led by parish priest Fr Nkosi-
nathi Nkabinde who spoke interchangeably in English, Chewa, 
Nyanja, isiZulu and Sesotho. 

This was followed by a delicious lunch prepared by the community 
and a celebratory song-and-dance session.

Towards an ever wider “we”

The congregation ahead of the celebration of Mass.

Choir conductor, Alexander Lawrence Nzunga.

The choir sang uplifting hymns 
during Mass.

Parish priest, Fr 
Nkosinathi Nkabinde is 
flanked by altar servers 
from St James, Mag-
aliesburg. They are from 
left: Sibongile Letsholo, 
Mbali Letsholo and 
Thandiwe Nyanala.

Martin Dickson proclaims the 
First Reading.

Samuel Daniel proclaims the 
Second Reading.

Maria Makatsane 
and Hycenth Tsiu 
with Fr Nkosinathi 
in the middle.

Department of Pastoral Care for 
Migrants and Refugees’ Nazaire 
Nduku gives a summation of the 
Pope Francis and SACBC liai-

son bishop for Migrants and Ref-
ugees’ Buti Tlhagale respective 

reflections of the 107th World 
Day of Migrants and Refugees. 

Pics and text by 
Lerato Mohone


