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Is your priest 
dressed correctly? Pastoral CarePastoral Care

Decades into constitutional 
democracy, that which we 
consider normal in South 

African politics is clearly failing the 
poor and the interests of the 
common good. This is because our 
politics are not yet firmly rooted in 
ethical values. It is, instead, strongly 
influenced by the narrow interests 
of politicians, the political organi-
sations that they represent, as well 
as the business elite who have 
managed to capture our politics.

With time, the kind of politics that 
refuses to subject itself to ethical 
values, gradually develops into a 
virus that entrenches consideration 
of politics as an opportunity for self-
enrichment, protects those who are 
implicated of corruption, and 
destroys public confidence in the 
rule of law, elections and other 
democratic processes.

Along with this, politics without 
an ethical soul loses its capacity to 
hear the cries of the poor and to 
effectively address the economic 
challenges, like unemployment, 
inequalities, and poverty.

The elections should influence a 
new vision of politics where there 
are consequences when politicians 
display serious failures in clean 
governance, effective service 
delivery and the consideration of 
the common good.

Let us not resort to violence and 
the boycotting of the elections.

The building of this new normal 
requires that each one of us 
behaves differently and ethically in 
relation to elections. Particularly, we 
should give serious attention to the 
importance of prayer, discernment 
of the Spirit and formation of con-
science before casting a vote.

The discernment of the spirit and 
the formation of conscience can be 
guided by these questions:
1. What is the vision of South Africa 

that God wants? What is the kind 
of South Africa that I want? What 
kind of leaders should I vote for 
so that our country achieves this  

vision?
2. Should I vote according to my 

conscience or in accordance with 
my loyalty to a particular politician 
or a particular political party?

3. The moral strength of our politics 
and our democracy is diminished 
when there are no consequences 
for failure in ethical leadership. 
Which candidate should I vote for 
so that these elections send a 
warning message to politicians 
that there will now be conse-
quences when critical municipal 
services (water, sanitation, waste 
management etc) are disrupted as 
result of corruption, incompe-
tence, and factional politics?

4. There cannot be true democracy 
amid deep inequalities that 
diminish a sense of being one 
human family, created equal 
before God. Which candidate 
should I vote so that these 
elections send a warning that 
there will be consequences when 
the poor continue to become 
poorer while a few live in extreme 
wealth?

5. What are the service delivery 
needs of our community? Which 
candidate and political party will 
be more effective and efficient in 
the delivery of such services?
At a fundamental level, the results 

of an election are a mirror of our 
moral values, that which we consider 
as valuable as a nation. If we want a 
kind of politics where leaders are 
held to account when implicated of 
corruption and incompetence, if 
accountability and integrity in 
leadership are valuable to us, it must 
be shown in our votes. We must 
always consider the moral implica-
tions of our vote.

On our own, it will be impossible 
to change and transform what we 
consider normal in our politics.

The nation should rely on the 
strength of God’s grace as we seek 
the integration of Gospel values into 
the circumstances of our politics. 

Bishop Sithembele Sipuka
Bishop of Mthatha - President of the 

Southern African Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference.

See full version on www.catholicjhb.org.za.

Follow an informed 
conscience when 
voting – SACBC

Molapo back in action
The parishioners of Our Lady of the Assumption, Molapo gathered  
to pray the Rosary on the day of the Public Square Rosary Crusade.

Pictured here are the baptism candidates with Fr Nqobile  
Mzolo OMI who blessed all and gave them each a copy of the prayer 
for exams from St Joseph of Cupertino.

Public Square Rosary Crusade

Blessed Isadore Bakanja, Protea 
Glen was one of a number of 

parishes that formed the Public 
Square Rosary Crusade on Satur-
day, 16 November.

Held along a busy intersection  
in Protea Glen Extension 11, they 
loudly and powerfully prayed in 
the midst of the many different 
background sounds. The Glorious 
Mysteries of the Rosary were led 
by the Children of Mary Sodality, 
assisted by their guides, Mathabo 
Mokandabile, Morwesi Mahlafuna 
and Selina Mokoena who was also 
captain of the day.

Children of Mary Sodality mem-
bers Gomolemo Mokandabile 
and Ntsikelelo Mankinyane  
carried the banner throughout 
the prayers. 

With a loud-hailer in hand, Palesa 
Tsotetsi leads the Divine Praises. Sacred Heart of Jesus Sodality mem-

bers, Teresa Gumede and Sonto 
Sokhela meditate on the Glorious 
Mysteries of the Rosary.

Member of the Children of Mary 
Sodality, Marylyn Phiri leads the 

recitation of the Rosary. She is 
assisted by guide Sithembile Phiri.

They prayed for the country 
and the reparation for sins 
committed against the Immacu-
late Heart of Mary and the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus. 

Included were Angelus, 
sacrifice and pardon prayers. 
These were interspersed with 
songs dedicated to Our Lady.

To promote its recitation, 
Rosary beads were distributed at 
the end of the prayer session.

                           Lerato Mohone
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Make use of our 
Archdiocesan website

Looking for church contact  
information about the 

Archdiocese of Johannesburg, events 
and organisations?  

We have a comprehensive list of 
parishes, priests, schools, homes, 

creches, shelters, sodalities  
and secular orders. 

All are welcome to submit upcoming 
events and news for the website.

The addresses are:
www.catholicjhb.org.za

www.catholic-johannesburg.org.za

PATRONAL FEASTS: NOVEMBER

Pope’s Intentions: November
People who suffer from depression

We pray that people who suffer from depression or burn-out will 

find support and a light that opens them up to life.

PREGNANCY 
CRISIS LINE

Pregnant? 
Need help?

Call 061 925-1987

1st  All Saints, Ennerdale (1981)
3rd  St Martin de Porres, Craighall Park (1948); Orlando West (1947);  
 Toekomsrus (1978)
4th  St Charles Borromeo, Victory Park (1947)
11th  St Martin, Daveyton II (1968)
15th  St Albert, Vosloorus (1932)
22nd  St Cecilia sodality 
25th  Christ the King, Cathedral (1961); Kristo Nkosi, KwaThema (1953);  
 Orlando East (1938)
30th St Andrew, Noordgesig (1950)

Abortion warning
‘The pill’ can abort (chemical  

abortion), Catholics must be told,  
for their eternal welfare, and sur-

vival of their unborn infants.
www. epm.org.statitic/uploads/ 

bcpill pdfCoLA
082 609 6919

Saturday, 20 November

Funeral Ministers 
Retreat

Venue: Cathedral Hall
Registration: 09h00

Retreat: 09h30

For more information contact: 
Annastacia Mphuthi at

011 402 6400 / 
Email: liturgy@catholicjhb.org.za

LITURGY 
DEPARTMENT

COMMUNITY NOTICES

Join the Movement! 
Sign the petition. 
www.thecatholicpetition.org
Healthy planet, healthy people.

Two UN conferences.

COP 15 – Biodiversity, 
October. 

COP 26 – Climate 
Change – November. 

“One opportunity for 
Catholics worldwide to 
listen to Pope Francis 
and act out our faith.”  

On Saturday, 22 May and  
9 October, the first and  

second 2020 group of Grade 4 
students from Marist Brothers 
Linmeyer received the Sacrament 
of the Eucharist for the first 
time. Due to Covid-19 protocols, 
the First Holy Communion group 
had to be split in two. The Sacra-
ment for this 2020 group was also 
delayed by a year. Despite this, 
both groups of children had a 
meaningful and beautiful day 
filled with much excitement. 

The school wished them  
and their families God’s richest 
blessings.

Precious Staat, Marketing Assistant 

CWL  
advent candles

Advent candles now available 
from the 

CWL Margaret House, 
Kensington. 

Please contact Patricia 
on 011 618 1533/4/5

Monday to Friday 
from 8am to 1pm

First Holy 
Communion 
... Linmeyer

... Sebokeng

BOOKING OF THE CATHEDRAL 
HALL
BIG HALL (big events: wedding 
receptions, etc): R8500

SMALL HALL (big events: wedding 
receptions, etc): R6500

USE OF THE KITCHEN: extra R1500

MEETINGS: R500 per meeting 
(1-3hrs). 

To book, call receptionist, Sibusiso 
during office hours
Office Hours:
Tuesday - Friday: 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Tel: 010 443 6725/4092

CATHEDRAL OF CHRIST THE KING 
Mass times: Tuesday - Thursday
6:30am / 7:30am / 5:30pm

Friday: Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament
6:30 am – 6:00 pm
The Exposition concludes with 
Benediction. 
Saturday – 5:30pm
Sunday – 7:00am / 9:30am

Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament with Benediction 
Every Friday: 6:30am to 6:00pm  
(in church)
Every First Sunday of Every Month: 
During Mass, before the Final 
Blessing. 

Chapel of the Perpetual Adoration 
Tuesday - Sunday 6:30am – 7:00pm
The Fatima chapel will act as the 
Adoration chapel where the Most 
Blessed Sacrament will be exposed 
all the time (24-7/round-the-clock).

People are strongly urged to visit 
and pray before the Blessed 
Sacrament. 

After each Mass, the Cathedral 
church will be closed; people are 
encouraged to use the Adoration 
Chapel for prayer. 

Confessions
Tuesday – Sunday: Thirty minutes 
before every Mass
Saturday: 8:00am – 10:00am

Fr Michael Seheri, Administrator

CATHEDRAL OF CHRIST THE KING 
(Johannesburg)

It was a day of joy and excite-
ment for 13 children who 
received the Body and Blood of 
Christ for the first time at Kemo-
lo ya Maria e senang Sekodi in 
Boiketlong, one of the Emmanu-
el parish outstations in Sebokeng 
on Saturday, 23 October.

Heartfelt thanks went to the 
parish priest, Fr Solomon Mphela 
OFM for leading Mass and cat-
echists for preparing the children 
for this spiritual milestone. 

Mother of Mercy Shrine merchandise 
is available at the Chancery.

As we are observing the Year of St Joseph, golf-shirts bearing 
the saint’s image retail for R300 each. 

R50 will be taken as a parish donation for each golf shirt sold.
Winter warmers are still available for R420 

and denim jackets for R550.
The Mother of Mercy Shrine sticker is selling for R15. 

Call Veronica Pieterson on 011 402 6400.

Merchandise in support 
of the Mother of Mercy Shrine

Nteboheng Tsotetsi (St Albert’s, Vosloorus), Veronica Mofokeng, Dickson 
Mofokeng, Nombulelo Sinuma (Regina Mundi, Moroka) and Busisiwe Ngele 
(Holy Trinity, Braamfontein).
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Father Thomas Plastow S.J. 
Answers Liturgy Questions

 

Is your priest 
properly dressed?

We need more questions 
about the Liturgy!

You are welcome to send 
questions directly to Fr Plastow:  

• PO Box 46876, Glosderry, 7702 
• e-mail adnews@catholicjhb.org.za 

• fax 011 402-6406

style has been authorised for use 
by some bishops overseas.

Such vestments look splendid 
in a Belgian catalogue, but some 
of our local clergy can look comi-
cal when they try to mix and 
match! Some put a stole over a 
patterned chasuble, thereby 
obscuring the decoration. Some let 
the stole slide down on one side 
and go through the Mass looking 
sloppy. You can even find pictures 
of archbishops getting their stoles 
and palliums twisted around each 
other, making it difficult for them 
to remain composed!

May the priest wear a green,  
violet, or red stole over a white 
chasuble?

In the maligned Facebook photos, 
the priest was wearing an alb, with 
a white chasuble over it, and then 
a green stole on top. This is not 
the usual form as the stole and 
chasuble are meant to be the same 
colour.

In Southern Africa, concelebrat-
ing priests may wear a colourful 
stole over a white, or off-white 
“chalb”. Now the “chasuble-alb” 
or “chalb” has never been ade-
quately defined. Some are simply 
tailored albs, perhaps with a collar 
that folds down, or with a monk’s 
hood. Other chalbs are flowing, 
sleeveless garments that have a 
few stiches on either side so that 
the priest’s trousers do not show. 
This second type of chalb is easily 
mistaken for a chasuble.

 Are we clergy modern day phari-
sees with our broader phylacteries 
and longer tassels?!

When one thinks about all the 
issues at stake, from the ecological 
crisis to the pandemic to social 
injustice, surely the niceties of 
priestly vestments should be pretty 
low on our list of priorities. Those 
who get upset about such things 
might do well to engage in a little 
introspection. Why attack others 
on social media about this? Does it 
make you feel important when you 
can fault another for not keeping 
to the rubrics? What matters more 
– what’s on the outside of the per-
son, or what’s on the inside?

The Department for Christian 
Formation, Liturgy and Culture 
of our own Bishops’ Conference 
is currently working on a local 
document on liturgical vestments. 
It will set out guidelines for 
what is to be our local way of 
proceeding. Until it appears, let us 
try to be more charitable towards 
one another.

A strong exchange of words 
erupted on the Archdio-
cesan News Facebook page 

some weeks back and so the edito-
rial staff have asked me to weigh 
in! The point of disagreement was 
how a priest ought to vest for 
Mass. Let’s take the questions as 
they arose, after which I’ll say 
something about this kind of nit-
picking. 

Is it permitted for the priest to 
wear the stole over the chasuble?

The Facebook argument broke out 
after someone posted pictures of a 
priest wearing a broad, decorated 
stole on top of all his other vest-
ments. A stole is the flat scarf that 
priests wear around their shoulders 
with both sides hanging down in 
front. Deacons wear the stole over 
the left shoulder and pinned on the 
right hip. The stole shows to 
which ministry the man belongs.

The tradition of the past 500 
years is that the stole is worn over 
the alb, the long white robe of all 
the baptised, and that, at Mass, 
priests put on the chasuble over 
everything else. If any other cere-
mony followed the Mass, the chas-
uble was removed leaving the 
priest in the alb and stole. If more 
solemnity was desired at a liturgy 
outside of Mass, the priest might 
wear a cope over the alb and stole. 
These stoles were often no more 
than wide ribbons which fitted 
easily under the outer vestments.

At large concelebrations, it is 
not always possible to get match-
ing chasubles for all the priests, so 
the Church has simplified things 
by allowing the concelebrants to 
wear just the alb and stole while 
the presiding minister puts on a 
chasuble. Because of this, and 
because a priest often requires a 
stole for a liturgy outside of Mass, 
many modern stoles are broader, 
padded, and may be shaped to 
stand away from the back of the 
neck. If a priest tried to wear one 
of these modern stoles under a 
chasuble, he would end up looking 
like the Hunchback of Notre 
Dame!

Innovation has crept in over the 
last forty years.

Since the stole is, if you like, the 
priest’s “badge of office”, and 
since some modern stoles are so 
beautifully decorated, many clergy 
feel it makes sense to wear them 
on the outside where they can be 
seen. Some modern vestments, 
such as those of Belgian and 
German designers, and made to be 
worn in this way. The chasubles 
are of one colour, without decora-
tion, and the stole is worn on top. 
This allows a parish to buy just 
one set of chasubles and to “acces-
sorise” with various stoles: one red 
chasuble, but different stoles for 
the Holy Spirit and for martyrs. 
One violet chasuble, but different 
stoles for Advent and Lent. This 

Sr Giselle (left) managing the slides.

Below: The community members  
of St Josephine Bakhita, Zandspruit 
during the celebration. 

Visio Divina workshops for 
catechists and liturgy 
coordinators

The Catechetics and Liturgy 
Departments, in conjunction with 
Pauline Sisters, held Visio Divina 
workshops in various deaneries 
during the month of October with 
the last one scheduled on 13 Nov-
ember.
See page 7.  

Pics by Veronica Mofokeng

Liturgy Head of Department, Anna-
stacia Mphuthi led the opening prayer.

World 
Refugee Day
World Refugee Day celebration 

at St Josephine Bakhita, 
Zandspruit on 12 September

Sr Marizete Garbin sharing a meal with the 
ladies at St Josephine Bakhita, Zandspruit

Fr Emmanuel Wafula, the priest-in-
charge of St Josephine, Bakhita with 
community members during the celebra-
tion of World Refugee Day.

Sr Marizete Garbin, Head of 
Pastoral Care for Migrants 
and Refugees stressing the 

importance of the day.

World Refugee Day at  
Sts Peter and Paul, Tarlton. 

Naizare Nduku and Sr Marizete Garbin 
from the Pastoral Care Office.

After the Eucharistic cele- 
bration, community members 
touched the flags of their  
countries to show togetherness 
and to work towards an even 
wider “we”.
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Sr Marivane (Director of Bienvenu Shel-
ter) and Adilia de Souza (Project Man-
ager of Bienvenu Shelter) with learners 
who graduated in beauty therapy at 
the Mother Assunta Training Centre 
with their certificates and starter kits.

The Ethiopian commu-
nity held a Adalo 

family thanksgiving for a  
couple’s marriage journey 
to the birth of their first-
born child.
  The couple was married 
in Addis Ababa at  
St Michael’s Catholic. 
They received  blessings 
from the Rev Cardinal 
Berha-neyesus on 14 
August 2018 in his office 
in Addis Ababa 
After they arrived in South 
Africa, they had a welcome cele-
bration in Diocese of Rustenburg 
at St Joseph Catholic Church, 

held by community chaplin 
Fr Joseph Guduno.

Their first-born child, Gideon 
received the Sacrament of 
Baptism on 1 December 2019 in 
Diocese of Rustenburg.

Family 
     endings  

Overview – birth, growth, 
decline and death are 
the natural cycle in all 

of creation. 
For inanimate creatures, it may 

be a painless letting go of one’s 
place in the sun, or a cataclysmic 
event. Death and decay are in 
some instances also a source of 
renewal of the land. 

Extinction is a serious concern 
in the animal and plant kingdoms. 
For us, as humans, created with 
special capabilities to love and 
forgive, this time of the year is a 
special gift to remember the life 
and death and their Creator. For 
those of us who believe, resurrec-
tion and reunion are the ultimate 
hope after death. Family endings 
through divorce are not as final as 

ties continue to exist. The Covid-
19 pandemic, on top of effects of 
climate change, has created a 
greater awareness of the vulner-
ability of our world and all its 
creatures.  

Pope Francis writes in his letter 
on Marriage and family life, 
Amoris Laetitia: “If we accept 
death we can prepare ourselves for 
it. Let us not waste energy by 
dwelling on the distant past. The 
better we live on this earth, the 
greater the happiness we will be 
able to share with our loved ones 
in heaven. The more we are able 
to mature and develop in this 
world, the more gifts will we be 
able to bring to the heavenly 
banquet.” AL 258

Marfam Thoughts For The Day 
continue during the month and 
include ecological education and 
eco-spirituality in the lead-up to 
the worldwide launch of the 

Laudato Si Action Platform on  
14 November, which is also the 
day designated by Pope Francis as 
World Day of the Poor. A focus on 
loss in families, eco-awareness 
and poverty are important aspects 
of family life at this time.    

After the Marriage Weeks 
programme, which ended with a 
session on widowhood, it has been 
decided to restart a project of 
bereavement ministry that went 
into recess during the Covid-19 
lockdown period. 

See www.marfam.org.za for 
info on daily thoughts and a 
weekly e-newsletter, as well as on 
Facebook and Twitter.  Tune in to 
Family Matters on Radio Veritas 
576 am 870 DSTV Wednesdays at 
9am for reflection, discussion and 
interviews on the monthly theme. 

Contact Toni Rowland on 
082 552 1275 or  
toni@marfam.org.za

Pastoral Care for Migrants and Refugees
September Activities The celebration of the 107th 

World Day of Migrants and 
Refugees has been one of the 

main activities of the Department  
of Pastoral Care for Migrants and 
Refugees. 

To make the celebration more 
special, the Department consulted 
the priests-in-charge of the parishes 
where many migrants and refugees 
are found. At the end of each 
Eucharistic celebration, the parishio-
ners and the team of Pastoral Care 
had some joyful moments, including 
lunch.

These were the communities of  
St Josephine Bakhita, Zandspruit, 
and Sts Peter and Paul in Tarlton. 
Other parishes to be visited will be 
St Rosa of Lima, Botleng and Our 
Lady of Victory Doornkop. 

The team also met with the 20 
women involved in small business 
programmes. The women shared 
positive experiences as well as 
challenges they encountered while 
conducting their businesses. After 
their overall successful reports, they 
were given the second tranche of 
money to assist them further.

Some 45 learners were introduced 
into the programmes as well as the 
graduation of the 30 women sent 
for their training in baking, beauty 
therapy, hairdressing and sewing at 
the Mother Assunta Training Centre. 

The Department also assisted  
20 refugees and asylum seekers to 
extend their temporary visas online.

 Through its outreach programme 
with Bienvenu Shelter, food, medica-
tion was distributed.

Sr Marizete Garbin MSCS

Left: Sister Marizete 
Garbin, Head of 
Pastoral Care of 
Department of 
Migrants and Refugees 
(far right) and Shad-
rack Yema (teacher) 
with the ladies who 
completed three 
months of literacy in 
English.

Below left: The English class 
Graduation (Level 1 & 2), 

class of September.

Family 
thanks- 

giving 
celebration

Left: Learners who graduated 
in sewing courses at the  
Mother Assunta Training  
Centre with their certificates 
and starter kits.

Above left: Graduation ceremony in 
baking at Mother Assunta Training 
Centre with their certificates and  
starter kits.
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On Sunday, 3 October, eight young parishioners from 
Holy Angels, Bez Valley, were sealed with the Holy Spirit 
as they were confirmed by Archbishop Buti Tlhagale, 
assisted by Fr Arnaldo Nyathi and Fr Fusi Khumalo.

A special word of gratitude went to their parents 

On Saturday, 2 October,  
28 Grade 11 candidates  

from Marist Brothers Linmeyer 
received the Sacrament of  
Confirmation administered by 
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale. He 
filled the air with unexplainable 
joy and humour. He touched on 
the obstacles our country has 
faced in the past few months, as 
well as reaffirming our candi-
dates’ new adult relationship with 
God. It was a beautiful ceremony 
that brought a feeling of inner 
peace to everyone who attended.

Precious Staat, Marketing  Assistant

All the parishes in the 
Brakpan area celebrated the 
‘Season of Creation’ during 
the month of September. St 
Francis Xavier Church is 
on a big piece of ground 
which, until recently, was 
empty. Thirty trees were 
planted on Sunday, 3 Octo-
ber, which were blessed by 
parish priest, Fr Godfrey 
Kisabuli.  Parish families 
will be responsible for 
watering and looking after 
the trees.

Celebrating the  
Season of Creation ... Marist Brothers, Linmeyer

... Bez Valley

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale administered the Sacrament 
of Confirmation to candidates at Our Lady of Lourdes, 
Rivonia in October. He was assisted by parish priest, 
Fr Paul Beukes OMI.

... Rivonia

and guardians, sponsors, their catechism teachers, 
especially Ms Tanielle.  
A word of thanks was given to the whole congrega-
tion for their active participation in this celebration. 

CONFIRMATIONS
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SCHOOL NEWS

St Benedict’s College Bedfordview
“For it is in giving that we receive” 

– St Francis of Assisi. 
The St Benedict College (Bennies community) came together for  
St Francis Day and brought donations of pet  food. These were donated 
to the Edenvale Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals.

Sacred Heart 
College 
scholarship 
opportunities
Sacred Heart College invites 
people to use of our scholarship 
opportunities available for 
Grades R to 11.
Candidates can apply now at:

https://bit.ly/CreativeArts2022
Be part of the talent at Sacred 
Heart College which shapes the 
creative economy. 

With links to the New York 
Manhattan theatre club, award 
winning marimba bands (African 
Champions 2020), local art exhi-
bitions and a brilliant reputation 
at FEDA, the college is a cre-
ative force to be reckoned with.

Transport available from: 
Bedfordview, Greenstone, 
Norwood, Killarney, Parkview, 
Melville.

Every year, St Teresa’s School 
celebrates Mercy Day as the 

school was founded by the Sisters 
of Mercy. Mercy Day is celebrated 
by acts of kindness and giving to 
those in need. 

This year, the Junior Primary 
School in Craighall Park collected 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, soap and 
face cloths. The girls made up 
packs for the recipients. Some 
packs were given to Charity 
Fusion to distribute to the home-
less and destitute living within our 
community who visit its soup 
kitchen at the Scout Hall in Buck-
ingham Avenue, Craighall Park 
every Thursday. The rest of the 
packs were given to the Sizanani 
Outreach Programme, an NPO 
that delivers home-based care, 
counselling and services to disad-
vantaged families in Nkandla, 
Kwa-Zulu, Natal.

Lianda May
Computer Educator and Marketing

Mercy Day  
–  St Teresa’s School

L-R: Adrienne Sales, Gabriella Psa-
ros and Kwanda Kumalo (Grade 2) 
with their Mercy Day packs.

Nayna Chetty (Grade 1)

Nandi Itsweng (Grade 1) Kelly Lees (Grade 1) 

Each Mercy Day pack consisted of a toothbrush, tube of toothpaste,
bar of soap and a face cloth.

Above, back: Gabriela 
Scrooby, Stuart Teich-
mann, Uwen Du Plessis, 
Miguel Adriao.
Front: Shamta Patel, 
Ishika Bhawan, Vuyisile 
Sebe, Heerani Rama- 
Panchia. 

Left: Giovanni Casasola 
and Leandro Amaro.

Mr Kilian, the late husband to 
Marianne Kilian, the Afrikaans 
teacher at the school.

Marist Brothers Linmeyer 
Valediction Mass

On Thursday, 14 October, Marist 
Brothers Linmeyer’s High School 
hosted the Grade 12 valediction 
Mass and awards ceremony. 
Before Mass, white candles were 
lit in honour of Marist family 
members who passed on due to 
Covid-19.

Precious Staat, Marketing Assistant
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03.11.12  Fr Kifle Kirba
07.11.04  Rev Graham Meiring
09.11.96  Fr Shaun von Lillienfeld
12.11.12  Fr Gabriel Mazive
13.11.04  Fr Rodney George
14.11.04  Fr Radoslaw Szymoniak
14.11.14  Fr Kgomotso Sebopela
19.11.95  Fr Antonio Nunes
25.11.06  Fr Bafana Ndlovu
29.11.92  Rev Aubrey Damster

1st  Fr Miguel De Lemos
3rd  Fr Elijah Otu 
 Rev Abednigo Thokoane
5th  Fr Arvin Tauro
8th  Fr Matthew Opiyo 
 Fr Hubert Obaedo
10th  Fr Karmelo Strcic
        Fr Deneys Williamson
11th  Msgr Bernard McAleer 
 Fr Jean-Lambert Kalala
14th Fr Ndabaningi Mhlanga
22nd Fr Mokesh Morar 
 Fr Godwin Garuba 
 Rev Drummond Lessing
24th  Fr Jude Burgers
26th  Fr Peter Cassidy
27th  Fr Graham Pugin
30th  Fr Boshom Mpetsheni
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Ordinations

The following priests and 
deacons celebrate their 

birthdays and anniversaries of 
their ordination. Please keep 

them in your prayers.

Birthdays in November

We celebrate with 
our priests 

and deacons

RIP 
Deacon Mike Carroll 

Rev Deacon Mike Carroll from 
Blessed Sacrament, Malvern 
passed away on Sunday, 10 
October, after emergency surgery. 
He leaves behind his wife Gail and  
daughters, Mandy and Toni.

The Daughters of St Paul 
(Pauline Sisters) have, 
through meditation of the 

sacred word and images, been 
training leaders to practice Visio 
Divina so as to creatively foster 
growth in the spiritual life of the 
parish community and family.

On Saturday, 23 October, a 
workshop was held at St John 
Bosco, Robertsham. It was 
conducted by Sr Glenda Sarande 
and Sr Gisele Lapez, assisted by 
Lerato Sefolo.

Dean of the South, Fr Jorge 
Guerra welcomed participants 
and said he hoped this would be 
a spiritually-edifying experience 
so that we can multiply in 
parishes. 

“Let us not only lament that 
people are still hesitant to come 
back to Church, but find creative 

ways to ensure they participate in 
the various parish activities. The 
Visio Divina is one way of 
helping people connect with 
God,” he said.

“Visio Divina is a popular 
practise of prayer which is 
translated as “sacred seeing”. It 
shares its roots with the ancient 
practice of Lectio Divina, but 
instead of Scripture, this form of 
prayer uses visual elements such 
as biblical posters and pictures to 
help set one’s mind on prayer. It 
allows God to speak into your 
heart through the image,” said  
Sr Glenda.

The biblical year of the 
Pauline family

Dean of the South, Fr Jorge Guerra 
CS in his opening remarks.

An image of Bartimaeus being healed by Jesus is displayed on the screen.

Sr Glenda leading the Visio Divina way of prayer.

This prayer can be used before 
Mass to help embed the Gospel 
of the day in the minds of the 
community, she suggested.

The Gospel of the Liturgy of 
the Sunday of World Mission 
Day, which took place on the 
following day, was read and the 
image of the healing of Barti-
maeus by Jesus was displayed on 
the screen.   

To make the method practical 
using the Gospel and the Barti-
maeus image, Sr Glenda took the 
participants through the follow-
ing five steps:
1. Settle into stillness. Breathe in 

an awareness of God’s presence. 
2. Look at the image and keep 

your attention on that one part 
of the piece that first catches 
your eye.

3. Widen your focus by gazing on 
the whole piece, looking at 
every part of the image. Reflect 
on the image.

4. Engage with the piece by 
praying with what you notice. 
What emotions does it evoke in 
you? What is the part that 
inspires you? Where do you 
experience resistance? What is 
being revealed in what you are 
seeing? What does it stir up in 
you? In your life day-to-day, 
what is God calling you to be? 
5. Spend time in silence, 
releasing the feelings stirring in 

you. Close your eyes for a few 
minutes and rest in the stillness, 
aware of God’s presence. 
Conclude by offering a prayer 
of gratitude. You may choose to 
also journal about your experi-
ence, said Sr Glenda.
Meditative music was also 

played which enhanced the 
experience. 

Visio Divina images to go with 
the Sunday Gospel readings were 
distributed by the Daughters of  
St Paul to parishes earlier in the 
year.

Lerato Mohone

Renovated at last 
Renovations to the priest’s house at the Cathedral, which  
was in a state of decline, has been finalised by Fr Michael 
Seheri who is parish priest there and who supervised the 
revamp.

“None of these projects would have been possible without 
the generosity of the parishioners of the Cathedral,” he said.


