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The Mogale City Local Munici-
pality, in partnership with the 
Archdiocese, started a sustain-

able agricultural project last month 
to support the unemployed and 
historically-disadvantaged small-
scale farmers in the Magaliesburg.

The partnership was initiated by 
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale who 
approached the office of the city’s 
executive mayor, Francis Makgatho 
requesting land for the agricultural 
project. He was driven by the frus-
tration of seeing communities not 
having land for food security.

The City of Mogale eventually 

They have been formally 
‘charged’ with living a life 
of holiness and the 

Archdiocese of Johannesburg is 
praying that they will be found 
guilty.

This is how Archbishop Buti 
Tllagale described the start of the 
canonisation process of Domi-
tilla and Danny Hyams.

Speaking at the annual Arch-
diocese Pastoral Council (APC), 
the Archbishop said “charges” 
were initiated at a synod held by 
the Southern African Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference who sent 
preliminary information to Rome 
which then gave the Archdiocese 
permission to investigate the 
couples’ lives and allow them to 
be called by the official title 
“servants of God.”

Now a formal investigation is 
being started with the inter-
viewing of witnesses for both 
Danny and Domitilla. Once this 
is done, the witnesses’ testaments 
will be sent to theologians and 
bishops at the Causes of the 
Congregation of Saints at the 
Vatican which will take over for 
further investigations and ask the 
Pope to issue a decree to approve 
them being called “venerable”. 

Thereafter a miracle through 
the intercession of one or both, 
will culminate in them being 

beautified. Another miracle must 
be attributed to them for 
canonisation.

“The Holy Father must be 
satisfied that they lived Christian 
lives of holiness and did not set 
out to do this with the ultimate 
goal of being canonised.  Anyone 
can be made a saint, no special 
graces are needed,” he said.

They are two separate causes 
– one for Domitilla and one for 
Danny, and the same steps have 
to be followed for both, because, 
even though once married, a 
couple is referred to as one flesh, 
in this case, their holiness had to 
be established separately.

See hyamscause.co.za
Warning

During the same APC meeting, 
the Archbishop said he was 
aware of several priests prac-
tising as sangomas.

“Ancestors cannot be put 
before God and I have issued a 
letter of warning to priests about 
this. They face excommunication 
if found guilty of doing this,”  
he warned.

Praying for a 
   guilty verdict

 Laying complaints
The correct route for parishioners 
to lay complaints is through the 
parish pastoral council. If this 
does not succeed, the Dean of the 
area they live in should be 
approached and failing this, the 
complaint should be taken to the 
Vicar General of the Archdiocese.

PPCs should play a big role 
in parishes

The Archbishop reminded 
parishes that celebrating this,  
the Year of the Eucharist and  
St Joseph, should be used to 
improve our own faith. “The 
PPCs play a big role in promot-
ing this and strengthening our 
faith.”

The Mother of Mercy Shrine 
Archbishop Buti said that after 
five years of battling with legal-
ities and formalities, construction 
of the Mother of Mercy Shrine in 
the Magaliesburg had finally  
started with building machinery 
already on site and the first sod 
turned. The anticipated date for 
the completion of the multi-
purpose hall is September  
next year.

Empowering women  
in farming gave the Archdiocese 10 hectares of 

land in Ga-Mogale. The project will 
include tunnel gardening and open 
field farming.

According to the Krugersdorp 
News, the land was handed over 
through the Dinehelo non-profit 
organisation during a church ser-
vice with a pro-woman farming 
empowerment scheme. The mayor 
told Krugersdorp News he was bless-
ed to have an opportunity to pro-
vide previously-disadvantaged 
small farmers with prospects to cre-
ate employment. “We want this to 
be the highlight of Ga-Mogale by 
benefitting the community of other 
Mogale City residents,” he said.

The project created eight job 
opportunities with further casual 
jobs. Crops include tomatoes, cab-
bage spinach, beans, peppers and 
English cucumbers.

The Archbishop said he was 
hopeful that this project would 
expand and create more jobs.

“We urge our local community 
and the current employees to 

Members of  
Dinehelo NPO  
in their uniform. 
From left: Tsholo 
Mokale, Joyce 
Maphisa, Zinto 
Mgidlana and 
Petronella Makete.

Fr Phuti Makgabo stands next the crypt of Danny and Domitilla Hyams 
after the celebration of the All Souls Mass led by vicar general, Fr Paul 
Beukes OMI in memory of all late priests and religious at St Therese, 
Edenvale.

A special candle was lit for the Hyams couple during the Mass. They are 
now officially referred to as “Servants of God” after the Vatican approved 
the start of the formal investigation into their lives of holiness.

Sr Juliana Abioye
Vicar General Fr Paul Beukes  
celebrated Mass.

develop a sense of ownership 
towards the projects. This is going 
to benefit their families.”

The Council for Black Market 
Agents was commissioned to over-
see the projects with a focus on 
female trainees in the future.

Commemorating the 
feast of All Souls
Commemorating the 
feast of All Souls

Christmas wishes 
from staff at the Chancery.
The Chancery will close on 

Thursday 23 December  
at 12h00 and will reopen on 

Monday 3 January.
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Make use of our Archdiocesan website
Looking for church contact information about the 

Archdiocese of Johannesburg, events and organisations?  
We have a comprehensive list of parishes, priests, schools, homes, creches, 

shelters, sodalities and secular orders. 

Please submit upcoming events and news for the website.

The addresses are:
www.catholicjhb.org.za  •   www.catholic-johannesburg.org.za

PATRONAL FEASTS: DECEMBER

Pope’s Intentions: December
Catechists

Let us pray for the catechists, summoned to announce the Word 

of God: may they be its witnesses, with courage and creativity 

and in the power of the Holy Spirit.

PREGNANCY 
CRISIS LINE

Pregnant? 
Need help?

Call 061 925-1987

3rd  St Francis Xavier, Evaton (1931); Martindale (1929)
6th  St Nicholas, Daveyton (1955)
8th  Immaculate Conception, Diepkloof (1964); Rosebank (1936);  
 Westonaria (1951)
25th  Emmanuel, Sebokeng Zone 14 (1978)
27th  St John the Apostle, Florida (1970)
28th  Holy Family, Spruitview (2010); Turffontein (1950)

Abortion warning
‘The pill’ can abort (chemical  

abortion), Catholics must be told,  
for their eternal welfare, and  

survival of their unborn infants.
www. epm.org.statitic/uploads/ 

bcpill pdfCoLA
082 609 6919

COMMUNITY NOTICES

CWL advent candles
Advent candles now available 

from the 
CWL Margaret House, 

Kensington. 
Please contact Patricia 
on 011 618 1533/4/5

Monday to Friday 
from 8am to 1pm

BOOKING OF THE CATHEDRAL 
HALL
BIG HALL (big events: wedding 
receptions, etc): R8500

SMALL HALL (big events: wedding 
receptions, etc): R6500

USE OF THE KITCHEN: extra R1500

MEETINGS: R500 per meeting 
(1-3hrs). 

To book, call receptionist, Sibusiso 
during office hours:
Tuesday - Friday: 9:00 am - 4:00 pm
Tel: 010 443 6725/4092

Mass times: Tuesday - Thursday
6:30am / 7:30am / 5:30pm

Friday: Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament  6:30 am – 6:00 pm
The Exposition concludes with 
Benediction. 
Saturday – 5:30pm
Sunday – 7:00am / 9:30am

Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament with Benediction 

Every Friday: 6:30am to 6:00pm  
(in church)
Every First Sunday of Every Month: 
During Mass, before the Final 
Blessing. 

Chapel of the Perpetual Adoration 
Tuesday - Sunday 6:30am – 7:00pm
The Fatima chapel will act as the 
Adoration chapel where the Most 
Blessed Sacrament will be exposed 

CATHEDRAL OF CHRIST THE KING

Mother of Mercy Shrine merchandise 
is available at the Chancery.

As we are observing the Year of St Joseph, golf-shirts bearing 
the saint’s image retail for R300 each. 

R50 will be taken as a parish donation for each golf shirt sold.
Winter warmers are still available for R420 

and denim jackets for R550.
The Mother of Mercy Shrine sticker is selling for R15. 

Call Veronica Pieterson on 011 402 6400.

Merchandise in support 
of the Mother of Mercy Shrine

Nteboheng Tsotetsi (St Albert’s, Vosloorus), Veronica Mofokeng, Dickson 
Mofokeng, Nombulelo Sinuma (Regina Mundi, Moroka) and Busisiwe Ngele 
(Holy Trinity, Braamfontein).

Fr Nqobile Mzolo OMI adminis-
tered the Sacrament of First Holy 
Communion to children at Our 
Lady of the Assumption, Molapo 
on Sunday, 31 October. 

Nesta Tsamaesi 

Thirty four children received 
their First Holy Communion on 
Sunday, 14 November at the 
Cathedral. Cathedral administra-
tor, Fr Michael Seheri adminis-
tered the sacrament. 

We applaud the tireless and 
zealous work of the catechists’ 
coordinator, Violet Ricketts, who 
is also a First Holy Communion 
class teacher for working hand-
in-hand Fr Seheri.

Sicelosethu Clement Ngwenya.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION

... Cathedral

... Molapo

Sacrament of 
Baptism
Fr Fusi Khumalo administered 
the sacrament of Baptism on 
Sunday, 24 October at Holy 
Angels, Bez Valley

Candidates were Naomi Nahimana
Sharon Myle, Tadala Lowe and
Milissa Mukiwa. They are pictured with 
teacher, Maud Zeeland (centre).

all the time (24-7/round-the-clock).
People are strongly urged to visit 

and pray before the Blessed 
Sacrament. 

After each Mass, the Cathedral 
church will be closed; people are 
encouraged to use the Adoration 
Chapel for prayer. 

Confessions
Tuesday – Sunday: Thirty minutes 
before every Mass
Saturday: 8:00am – 10:00am

Fr Michael Seheri, Administrator

EVENT
Saturday 4th December, 10:00am - 12:00noon
In-person meeting – Covid protocols permitting

Contact Coralie Deas 083 524 7016
Prior Booking Essential

Brought to you by St Charles Parish, Victory Park

Surviving the Holidays
For those mourning the death 
of a loved one
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Father Thomas Plastow S.J. 
Answers Liturgy Questions

 

 

Themed days

We need more questions 
about the Liturgy!

You are welcome to send 
questions directly to Fr Plastow:  

• PO Box 46876, Glosderry, 7702 
• e-mail adnews@catholicjhb.org.za 

• fax 011 402-6406

the prayers of one of the Masses 
for Special Needs and Occasions. 
The Mass “for refugees and 
exiles” is ideal for the last Sunday 
in September, and on Mission 
Sunday we could have the Mass 
“for the evangelization of peo-
ples”. One of the four Eucharistic 
Prayers for Various Needs may be 
used. The theme of the day should 
be included in the homily and the 
Prayers of the Faithful.

Is this the way of the future?  
Will themed days overtake feast 
days?

The Church authorities have been 
careful not to let these themed 
days interfere with the liturgical 
seasons. The United Nations 
Organisation has some days with 
the same names, but we Catholics 
mark them at other times of the 
year so that Advent, Lent and 
Easter are not disrupted. I am 
rather confused about World 
Communications Day being 
placed on Ascension Day!

We should also recognise that 
local trends also tend to flood our 
Sundays with secular observances 
and so we should check these ini-
tiatives before bemoaning the 
popes’ annual commemorations. 
Many South African parishes now 
mark Mothers’ and Fathers’ Days 
in church, and push the theme of a 
national holiday like Workers’ 
Day or Youth Day to the closest 
Sunday, even when there is 
already a mandatory liturgical cel-
ebration on that day. The lighting 
of the first Advent candle has 
sometimes been knocked into sec-
ond place by the “AIDS candle” 
since World AIDS Day on 1 
December falls in the same week 
as the beginning of the Advent 
Season.

The liturgical calendar needs 
revision at least once in every 
generation so as to make space for 
new saints’ days and theme days. 
Numerous feasts and memorials 
have been added since the last 
great simplification of the univer-
sal calendar in 1969 and more 
could be done to restrict some of 
the many saints’ days to the calen-
dars of certain European bishops’ 
conferences. The best simplifica-
tion, however, would be when we 
no longer had to pray for an inter-
national concern such as sickness 
or migrancy because the issue had 
been solved! There is still a lot of 
prayer and work to be done.

As we look back on another 
year, I thought we might 
take stock of some of the 

“special days that are not feast 
days” which have been creeping 
into our liturgical calendar. What 
are they, how should they be 
marked, and are they a trend 
which will grow in future? 

What do you mean by “Themed 
Days”?

There are several annual com-
memorations which the popes 
have inserted into the Church cal-
endar over the years. Four of these 
were instituted by Pope Francis, 
two by St. John Paul II, and two 
by St. Paul VI. The oldest annual 
commemoration is the World Day 
of Migrants and Refugees (1914), 
followed by Mission Sunday 
(1926). The full list is:

World Day of Peace: 1 January. / 
Sunday of the Word of God: Third 
Sunday in Ordinary Time. / World 
Day for Consecrated Life: 2 
February. / World Day of Prayer 
for the Sick: 11 February. / 
Vocations Sunday: Fourth Sunday 
of Easter. / World Communica-
tions Day: Ascension Day. / World 
Day of Prayer for the Care of 
Creation: 1 September. / World 
Day of Migrants and Refugees: 
last Sunday of September. / 
Mission Sunday: second last 
Sunday of October. / World Day 
of the Poor: 33rd Sunday in 
Ordinary Time.

What is the point of these 
“Themed Days”?

When he institutes one of these 
days, the Holy Father, as a global 
pastor, is alerting the Church to 
matters of international concern. 
He is calling on us all to pray for 
certain intentions, and is asking us 
to look at what must be done to 
help alleviate suffering and make 
for a better future. 

How should these days be 
marked in the liturgy?

Some themes have been placed on 
a particular feast day for a good 
reason. On New Year’s Day we 
want to pray for peace in the 
world. As we remember the 
Presentation of the Lord in the 
temple, we pray for all the reli-
gious consecrated to God. The 
memorial of Our Lady of Lourdes 
is a good day on which to pray for 
the sick. We pray for vocations on 
the day we hear the gospel reading 
of the good shepherd. On days 
like these, nothing changes in the 
liturgy except that the congrega-
tion is reminded of the theme and 
we include that intention in the 
Prayers of the Faithful.

When a “themed day” falls on 
a Sunday in Ordinary Time, we do 
not change the scripture readings, 
but the presiding minister may use 

A farewell party for one the 
longest serving Chancery 
staff member, Theodora 

Mabaso was held on Friday,  
29 October.

The day began with the celebra-
tion of Mass led by Fr Victor 
Ngwenya with Archbishop Buti 
Tlhagale concelebrating. 

“You were here at the time of 
the old chancery and saw the 
building of the new one. You are 
still one of us. We wish you well. 
You will continue being in our 
prayers,” said Fr Victor as he 
addressed Theodora.

Archbishop Buti advised her to 
find a hobby. “Otherwise you risk 
going grey very quickly”, he joked. 

He continued: “Thanks for 
simply being around. You are one 
person who went about her duties 
quietly. You made an impact and 
many appreciated that. On behalf 
of the Chancery and certainly on 
my own behalf, we are most 
grateful”. 

Vicar general, Fr Paul Beukes 
OMI, who handed her a long-
service certificate, said Theodora 
made an impression on him 
without knowing that one day he 
would work at the Chancery. “I 
always found you to be peaceful, 
with no airs and graces, always 

wanting to ensure that we were 
comfortable and you did it 
without a fuss. Your beautiful 
presence gave us hope and we 
all wish you well on this next 
journey,” he added.

Her sister, Zodwa, congratu-
lated her for the many years of 
service. She expressed profound 
gratitude to the leadership for 
having afforded Theodora the 
opportunity to be of service to 

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI, Keneilwe Molaba, Theodora Mabaso,  
Nomvula Molaba and Sandile Mabaso.

Chancery staff bids farewell to 
Theodora Mabaso (centre).

Goodbye after 
forty dedicated 
years of service

the staff and the Archdiocese.
“Theodora started working at 

17 years old. She worked hard 
raising and educating us. Through 
this job, she took care of us like a 
mother would. I am who I am 
today because of her,” said an 
emotional Zodwa.

Lerato Mohone

On 5 October, the Depart-
ment of Pastoral Care of 
Migrants and Refugees sent 

30 women to be trained in skills of 
baking, sewing and cosmetology at 
Mother Assunta Training Centre in 
Kensington. These skills are meant 
to empower them to become self-
reliant.

This follows an earlier group who 
graduated in October after  
completing their training in baking, 
sewing, beauty therapy and 
hairdressing. They received their 

Taking care of 
people in need

Sr Marizete and Nadine Longo pictured 
with Bernice (centre) of the Catholic 
Women’s League.

Celebration of the 107th World Day of Migrants and Refu-
gees at Our Lady of Victories, Doornkop.

starter kits to help them set up 
small informal businesses and ulti-
mately make them self-reliant.

The Department also assisted 
women with accommodation at the 
Bienvenu Shelter, a home for refu-
gee mothers and children. Two 
other women were also assisted 
with basic needs, medication, and 
transport to hospitals.

On 18 October, the Department 
of Pastoral Care for Migrants and 
Refugees received a donation of 
clothes, soaps and nappies from 
the Catholic Women’s League.  

Celebration of the 107th World Day of Migrants and 
Refugees at Sacred Heart, Katlehong.

The Department celebrated the 
107th World Day of Migrants and 
Refugees and the 5th World Day of 
the Poor at different parishes of the 
Archdiocese.

The Department of Pastoral Care 
for Migrants and Refugees held a 
Christmas celebration for children 
where 190 children received 
Christmas gifts/hampers. In addition, 
parents received gift voucher of 
R500 to buy stationery and uniforms.

Sr Marizete Garbin MCSC
HOD: Pastoral Care for Migrants and 

Refugees

107th World Day of 
Migrants and Refugees at 

St Rose of Lima,  
Botleng.

Far left: Sr Marizete 
at the celebration.

Left: Volunteer 
Nadine Longo and 
Sr Marizete receive 
a donation from 
the Catholic  
Women’s League.
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“You shall sprout and shine again” 
- this was the theme of St Pius X, 
Mofolo’s three-day revival which 
took place from 29 to 30 October.

The event started with Mass led 
by parish priest, Fr Godwin 
Garuba MSP after which he 
reflected on the topic: Are you 
broken, be lifted. 

This is a personal question that 
each and every one will have to 
answer in sincerity if we are to 
gain anything from it, he said. Ask 
the Spirit to reveal that aspect of 
your brokenness, be it spiritual, 
physical, emotional, financial, 
relational or psychological and 
bring it before God, he added.

Relating one calamity after the 
next that Job faced, Fr Godwin 
evidenced how the devil only 
comes to steal, kill and destroy.

However, God had instructed 
the evil one: “You can do anything 
to him but do not touch his soul as 
that belongs to Me”. In the midst 

of all these trials Job said with 
conviction: “I know my Redeemer 
lives”.

Thus, scarring did not start with 
us. He went on to share a personal 
experience on the hardship of 
growing up saying he would go to 
bed asking if it would be worth it 
seeing another day.

“But God was preparing me as 
He knew I would one day become 
a missionary,” said Fr Godwin. 

Sometimes like in the case of 
Job, God allows painful situations 
to occur in our lives. However, in 
Romans 8:8 St Paul says ‘I con-
sider that what we suffer at 
this present time cannot be com-

pared at all with the glory that is 
going to be revealed to us’. If 
God can restore Job to his former 
glory, nothing is stopping Him 
from doing the same to you.

On the third and last day of the 
revival, Fr Garuba was joined by 
visiting priest, Fr Anthony Ikeji 
CSSp who gave a stirring 
message on: “The joy of the Lord 
is my strength”.

Unemployment, gender-based 
violence, unprecedented levels of 
loss of lives, the pandemic – there 
is no more joy in our society, said 
Fr Anthony. 

God should be the source of 
our joy. This is a moment to take 
heart and not be discouraged or 
distracted. He invites all who 

labour and are burdened to come 
to Him. Take your sins and grief 
to Jesus, He knows how to take 
care of them.

His talk was followed by an 
intense prayer session with the 
priests casting out of evil spirits 
and people being delivered from 
various physical and emotional 
afflictions. 

Other activities included Praise 
and Worship, the Eucharistic 
adoration and the Sacrament of 
Confession

At the end, everybody came out 
revitalised. One of the healing 
miracles witnessed was that of a 
woman who couldn’t walk, march 
to the front with thanksgiving in 
her heart. Also, a lady who  
Fr Anthony prophesied should 
join the choir did so and is 
praising God with her voice. 

In his closing remarks, Fr God-
win said: “There is another side 
to the Catholic Church that some 
of you, especially young children, 
were not aware of. You may not 
understand it now. However, the 
time invested is for your own 
good”.

Thanking Fr Anthony, he said: 
“Your collaboration is always an 
inspiration.” Fr Godwin also 
expressed his thankfulness to  
Fr Karabo Baloyi and all who 
contributed to the success of the 
revival.                   Lerato Mohone

The faithful line up to light candles as they prayed for the souls of their 
departed loved ones during the celebration of the Feast of All Saints at St 
Martin de Porres, Orlando West. Celebrating the Feast of All Saints

Mofolo parishioners 
revitalised after three-
day revival Sinethemba Mota, 

Boikanyo Mota and 
Kgotso Makoro 
shared a Bible dur-
ing the breaking of 
the Word.

Fr Godwin Garuba MSP 
blesses parishioners  
with holy water.

Fr Godwin Garuba MSP and  
Fr Anthony Ikeji CSSp bless sacra-

mentals and stationery.

Praying for the 
faithful departed

Happy 40th birthday, Sr Juliana
Youth Office head of Department, Sr Juliana Abioye EHJ celebrated her 

40th birthday on Thursday, 18 November. 
“As someone who has received countless blessings, peace, joy, 

favours and happiness from God, it is right to be thankful for the gift of 
my life. Fourty years on earth is not to be taken for granted. I give God all 
the glory as I begin my fourth decade in the world. May the years ahead 
be better than the previous ones and may I continue to say ‘yes’ to the 
Lord.

How can I repay the Lord for His goodness to me?” She asked family 
and friends to join her in thanksgiving songs to God. 

St Paul, Eden Park celebrated the Feast of All Saints on Sunday, 
7 November by hosting young people dressed as saints. The parish-
ioners also chose saints who will journey with them until the 
following year.
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YOUTH NEWS

Stationery for learners at 
Mofolo parish
Fr Godwin Garuba MSP and visiting priest Fr Anthony 
Ikeji CSsP prayed for learners during Mass ahead of 
their final year examination at St Pius X, Mofolo on 
Sunday, 31 October. This was followed by the parish’s 
Daughters of St Anne sodality members distributing  
stationery, rosaries and snacks to the young people. They 
are pictured with Fr Godwin.           

Lerato Mohone

On Friday, 22 October, Marist Brothers Linmeyer High School 
held the Grade 8 Ringing-in Ceremony. In keeping with  
tradition, the Grade 8 students lit a candle and received a 
blessing from Fr Ricardo da Silva. This was followed by each 
Grade 8 student ringing the Bell of Hope, symbolising their 
official welcome to High School. The students will once 
again ring the bell after their final matric examinations. Multipurpose Hall.

From left: Otlile Thatona, Kamano Mofokeng, 
Gosiame Kwapeng and Nokuthula Mdluli grateful 
for the gift of rosaries.

Grade 8 Ringing-
In Ceremony

A gift and blessing after 21 years

Above: Fr Ricardo 
da Silva and Grade 
8 students. 

Right: Grade 8s 
ringing the Bell 

of Hope
by Precious Staat, Marketing Assistant

by Precious Staat, Marketing Assistant

On Tuesday, 19 October, 
Marist Brothers Linmeyer 

was honoured to have Fr David 
Dryden.
who has been the school’s resi-
dent priest over 24 years, bless 
the new multi-purpose hall 
completed in 2020 on the high 
school campus. The new school 
was completed in 1998, but had 
been without a hall of their own 
for the past 21 years - the exist-
ing hall on the primary school 
campus had to be shared by 
both schools.

It was also a privilege to 
have Brother Vincent and 

Brother Christopher present. Spe-
cial mention must be made of 
Brother Christopher as he was the 
first principal of Marist Brothers 
Linmeyer in 1965.

 Both Architects from SVPS 
Architects, Silvio Vasconcelos 
and Jorge Ferrao who designed 
the school buildings over the 
years, were also on hand to be 
thanked for the valuable input 
and efforts over the past 24 years. 
The Board Chair, Ursula Botou-
las, as well as staff and students, 
also joined and present to cel-
ebrate the blessing!

Above: Br Vincent,  
Br Christopher, Ursula 

Botoulas, Fr David 
Dryden and Gary  

Norton (High School 
Principal giving the 

opening speech).

Burton Saunders 
(Principal of 

Operations), Silvio 
Vasconcelos, Jorge 

Ferrao and  
Mr Gary Norton

Covid-19 has robbed us of 
so much: loved ones, san-
ity, a sense of normalcy 

and livelihoods. The latter has 
resulted in the increased numbers 
of people living on the street. 
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale, who is 
also the Southern African Catho-
lic Bishops’ Conference liaison 
bishop for migrants and refugees 
was moved to do something 
for these people who are often 
overlooked by society. He tasked 
the Justice and Peace department 
with the conceptualisation and 
implementation of the Social 
Justice Project: Integral Human 
Development. 

To roll out the project, the 
Department, together with 
Marriage and Family Life Office, 
the Cathedral Justice and Peace, 
St Vincent de Paul joined hands.

They were supported by 
external non-profit organisations 
for shelter and two volunteer 
social workers from the non-
profit sector. This took place at 
the Cathedral Catechetical 
Centre from 8 to 11 November. 

The aim is to restore the dignity 
of migrants experiencing home-
lessness and unemployment 
through shelter, meals, an empa-
thetic ear and a continuum of care 
in Berea, Hillbrow, Doornfontein 
and Yeoville. However, it went 
beyond that by also incorpor-
ating the pastoral aspect of 
sharing the good news that they 
are loved, immensely special, 
unique and that God created them 
for a purpose.

“The project acknowledges the 
sacredness of life, the inherent 
dignity of the human person, that 

every person is precious and 
important. Furthermore, the project 
recognises the demand for justice 
– social and distributive,” explain-
ed Justice and Peace Head of 
Department, Colleen Constable.

Individual case management to 

help beneficiaries avoid 
chronic homelessness, live a 
life of dignity and increase 
their overall independence 
were handled by professional 
social workers. 

“We offer counselling and 
psychosocial support for those 
who have experienced trauma. 
Depending on personal cases, 
we refer them to organisations 
such as the South African 
Police Service, those with 
disabilities to South African 
Social Security Agency for 
grants and those with relational 
problems to Family and 
Marriage Society of South 
Africa. We encourage them to 
come up with solutions and 
ideas of what they can do to 

turn their lives around,” said 
social worker, Martha Mahundla.

“God’s design is that we come 
from families and that we be 
families to one another,” said 
Dillon Naicker from the Family 
and Life Office. 

Before praying with them and 
for them they shared their life 
journey with him. For some, 
heartbreak and disappointment 
when families are not what they 
ought to be, led them to the 
streets, whilst for others it was as 
a result of poor choices or a 
change in their fortunes, he said. 

Social justice programme 
places the overlooked in 
the forefront

Dillon Naicker from Marriage and 
Family Life Office prays with one 
of the beneficiaries.

Social worker, Nonhlanhla Ngwenya 
counselling a gender-based violence 
survivor prior to referring her to an 
organisation for further help.

Sandile Sibanyoni reads the Scripture 
while waiting for assistance.

A beneficiary does his best to keep 
the place spotlessly clean.

Sakhile Ndlovu quoting reassuring 
words from scripture such as Micah 
7: 8 (Rejoice not against me, mine 
enemy; for I have fallen yet shall 
arise; for though I should sit in dark-
ness, the Lord shall be a light to me.) 

Continued on page 8.
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Routing for the Shrine 
again –friends joined 
the virtual fun walk

The ever-popular Soweto Deanery Friends of the Shrine FunWalk took place once again 
on Saturday, 6 November.

For the past two years, coordinators have changed the event to a virtual one to adhere 
with government and public health guidelines. 

The goal is to raise funds for the construction of the Mother of Mercy Shrine in Magaliesburg. 
Whether as individuals or as a group, participants from various deaneries shared images and 
videos of themselves doing activities in colourful Shrine merchandise. They made most of the 
experience by incorporating a myriad of activities such as aerobics, dancing, others choosing 
to walk between 1 and 3 kms around their neighbourhoods. 

Soweto dean, Fr Bafana Ndlovu OMI also participated with his parish St Margaret/ Imma-
culate Conception, Diepkloof being one with the most participants of over 40 participants.

A whopping R10 000 was raised. Lerato Mohone

Pics by Zanele Ngobese

Joyce Maphisa shows off her win.

Tebogo Tsimane from 
Our Lady of Peace, 
Kagiso leaps for joy 
during her virtual 
fun walk. 

Above: Lwazi Ngobese, Zanele 
Ngobese and Nhlanhla Ngobese from 
St Philip Neri, Moletsane. 

Right: Dimakatso Mofe, Alice 
Fakude, Harriet Makwe, Maria 

Makwasa, Letta Madisha, Sinah 
Mogale and Tshidi Shezi at  

St Michael, Meadowlands, Zone 2. 

Keddy 
Ratshefola 

from Our 
Lady of 

Assumption, 
Molapo, one 

of the prize 
winners.

Bovida Masinga used the oppor-
tunity to get some exercise done.

“Sky above, earth below, peace 
within” was Nandi Mabote’s 
attitude on the day.

Veteran fun 
walk partici-
pant, Moro-

kolo from 
Our Lady of 
Assumption, 

Molapo.

Selina Bolofo came prepared. She 
even had a race number.

Nono Malokoane takes a peek at 
her prize.

Kamogelo Ligalamithwa (back) and 
David Mogodi ensured they were hydrat-
ed as they took an early morning walk.

Fr Bafana Ndlovu  
is flanked by, left, 
Gregory Phashe and 
Disebo Kekana as 
they explore the streets 
of Diepkloof on foot.

Karabo 
Tsamaesi 
walked for  
her faith.

Paballo Moroe, one 
   of the youngest 
        participants.
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1st  Fr Emmanuel Kagimbangabo 
 Fr Taelo Kimane 
 Fr Francis Anyanzu
3rd  Fr Keith Gordon-Davis
4th  Fr Kgomotso Sebopela
5th  Fr Michael Murphy
6th  Fr Tony Daniels
7th  Fr Kevin Bugler
9th  Fr Petrus Shiya
12th  Rev Kenneth James
14th  Fr Antonio Nunes
16th  Fr Alberto Villalba
21st  Fr Shaun von Lillienfeld
22nd Fr Terrence Barnard
25th  Fr Emmauel Wafula 
 Fr Emmanuel Temswang 
 Rev Haga Ndlovu
26th  Archbishop Buti Tlhagale
28th  Fr Tlaile Lingoane
29th  Rev Louis Khumalo
31st  Fr Ronald Houreld 
 Fr Letsie Moshoeshoe

Fr Vincent Pienaar  02-12-77
Fr Emmanuel Temswang  05-12-09
Fr Chaka Motanyane  06-12-97
Fr Tente Sompane  07-12-02
Fr Kevin Bugler  08-12-59
Fr James Towell  08-12-59
Fr Jude Burgers  08-12-87
Fr Richard Stonier  08-12-18
Rev Kevin Kilroe  08-12-85
Rev Ernest Madondo  08-12-01
Fr Keith Gordon –Davis  09-12-95
Fr Terrence Barnard  11-12-75
Fr Tshepo Maseko  12-12-20
Rev Ryszard Malinowski 12-12-09
Rev Alexander Niven 12-12-09
Rev Neil Philipson  12-12-09
Fr Petrus Shiya  14-12-91
Fr Joachim Malunga  14-12-13
Fr Limpho Maoela  14-12-19
Fr Victor Ngwenya  15-12-07
Fr Daniel Sehlapelo  15-12-07
Fr Reginald Anthony  16-12-91
Fr Benedict Mahlangu  16-12-95
Fr Tshepiso Lekoko  16-12-17
Fr Remigius Makobane  17-12-79
Fr Letsie Moshoeshoe  17-12-83
Rev John Magata  18-12-94
Fr Malcolm McLaren  18-12-10
Fr Joshua Mpiti  19-12-09
Fr Phuti Makgabo  19-12-15
Fr Fusi Khumalo  19-12-20
Rev Bernard Khasu  19-12-92
Fr Ignatius Fidgeon  20-12-64
Fr Andrew Thomo  20-12-92
Fr Kgaogelo Ntsie  21-12-19
Fr Tshepo Duik  21-12-19
Fr Jeemon Francis  26-12-09 DEADLINE FOR JANUARY ISSUE 
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Ordinations

The following priests and deacons celebrate  
their birthdays and anniversaries of their ordination. 

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale celebrates his birthday.  
Remember them in your prayers!

Birthdays in December

We celebrate with our clergy

Renewal for 
mission workshopThe 2019 Archdiocesan synod called 

for a deeper examination of 
liturgical life in the diocese. As a 

result was an emphasis on the four strategic 
pillars namely; Missionary Discipleship, 
Youth and Marriage and Family Life and 
Renewal. The last workshop on the latter 
took place on Saturday, 30 October in the 
Cathedral Hall.

It was presented by the Catechetics, 
Liturgy and Communications Departments.

The day started with welcome remarks 
by Roy Lailvaux. He was followed by 
Daughters of St Paul’ Sr Neville Christine 
Forchap who took participants through the 
Visio Divina practice of prayer.

Liturgical and spiritual renewal in our 
time was episcopal vicar for liturgy,  
Fr Boshom Mpetsheni’s topic. He said 
there was a frequent insistence on the need 
to review how we celebrate liturgy in our 
parishes. 

He encouraged parishes to form liturgy 
committees comprising sacristans, pro-
claimers, among other ministries. His 
department intends to hold workshops and 
retreats to equip people so that they carry 
out their ministries efficiently.

In accordance with the synod resolutions 
which called for an establishment of 
training programmes and materials,  
Fr Boshom announced that the technical 
committee has met twice and shared ideas 
on important areas for liturgical reform.

Episcopal vicar for catechesis, Fr Boni-
face de Sousa OCD presented on Cate-
chesis and its importance. The Department 
ensured that formation took place every 
week by sending lessons on the Year of the 

Eucharist and St Joseph since we were/are 
observing these very important years. 

Transmitting the faith we have received 
is the duty of every baptised person. 
Parents are the first teachers of the faith 
with clergy and catechists as second 
teachers. 

Catechists should be knowledgeable and 
live out their faith, said Father, using 
Blessed Benedict Daswa as an example of 
one such catechist who could stand for his 
faith.

Fr Boniface called on the clergy to train, 
look after, monitor and inspire their cate-
chists. This makes them feel encouraged, 
he said.

Communication is a very important tool 
of evangelisation said ADNews editor and 
Communications head of department, Anna 
Cox in her presentation.

She noted that we have not printed since 
March last year because of Covid-19, but 
would look at the feasibility of resuming 
print next year, but people should continue 
using all communication tools they have, 
such as social media for evangelising.

Episcopal vicar for Evangelisation,  
Fr Bruce Botha SJ took the opportunity to 
talk about the Synod on Synodality.

Participants later engaged in listening 
circles – a methodology Pope Francis has 
implored should be used for the 2023 
Synodal process.

A handbook on the Diocesan Phase will 
soon be circulated to all parishes, said  
Fr Bruce.

The workshop concluded with prayer and 
blessing by Fr Boshom.

Lerato Mohone 

Participants practicing 
the ‘listening circles’ 
method.

They practiced the method of listen-
ing without judging, not offering 

advice, and not psycho-analysing.

Sr Neville Christine Forchap of 
the Daughters of St Paul taking 
participants through the Visio 
Divina method of prayer.

Participants enriched one another’s  
experience by sharing what a word, phrase 
or reflection of an image that was pro-
jected on screen meant to them.

Rev Douglas Boake proclaims the passage from  
Matthew 4: 18 -22 (Jesus calls His first disciples).

Twenty-four candidates 
received the Sacrament of First 
Holy Communion at Our Lady 
of Fatima on Sunday, 21 Nov-
ember. Parish priest, Fr Petrus 
Shiya administered the 
sacrament.           Motlatsi Bambisa

Marking World 
Day of the Poor

On Sunday, 14 November, the  
St Vincent de Paul Society of  
St Theresa, Zondi marked World 
Poor Day by giving food and 
clothes to the community of 
Zondi.

Sacrament of First Holy Communion
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Mother’s Voice cleans priests’  
and religious’ graves

The cleaning of graves of 
priests and religious took 
place during Pious Month 

at Westpark Cemetery. This is an 
initiative of Mother’s Voice, a 
support group for mothers of 
priests and religious and their 
supporters.

The annual event serves an 
opportunity to recall the faces of 
our beloved priests and nuns who 
have died, to pray for their repose 
of their souls and to reminisce on 
the times shared with them. 

Mass was said by Fr Patrick 

Dladla OMI and Fr Benedict 
Mahlangu OMI. 

“It is fitting that we gather to 
commend to the Lord our beloved 
brothers and sisters who have 
gone before us in faith.

“Each person we commemor-
ate, including those who died 
during the past year, were unique 
individuals. They were there for 
us in times of joy and sorrow and 
ministered God’s love and mercy 
in various ways,”said Fr Patrick.

Since some priests died during 
the pandemic and due to 

restrictions people were not able 
to attend their funeral, seeing 
their graves brought much-needed 
closure for them. 

“This is tradition that has been 
going on for quite a while. This 
time around, we had fresh faces 
who have taken an interest. This 
is heartening as we need young 
people to take the project forward 
with their exuberance, ideas and 
digital skills,” said one of the 
founding members Fikile 
Mlotshwa.

Lerato Mohone
A makeshift altar in the boot of  
Fr Patrick’s car.

Fr Patrick Dladla (centre) with 
some of the ladies who took part 
in the cleaning of graves.

Fr Patrick Dladla (right)  deliv-
ers the homily.

Tombs of priests of the  
Archdiocese in a reserved  

section at Westpark Cemetery.

Empowering women in farming – 
continued from page 1.

Vegetable tunnels

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI turning the soil.

Fr Nkosinathi Nkabinde prays before the blessing of the tunnels.

Social justice programme ... 
continued from page 5.

Member of Dinehelo NPO, Joyce 
Maphisa explaining what the pur-

pose of the project.

Listening to former Mayor of Mogale 
City, Motlalepula Francis Makgatho 

as he welcomed the project.

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI 
blesses the  seedlings.

They shared how much they 
missed their relatives. Some said 
they looked forward to starting 
their own families. They also 
want to make their families proud 
by working towards becoming 
better citizens. “Even if you have 
hit rock-bottom, living life in 
abundance is for you too, pursue 
it. It is in God we find our worth, 
meaning, purpose and love,” 
Dillon encouraged them. 

It was also this very same 
message that episcopal vicar for 
Justice and Peace, Fr Sefako 
Santawana and Fr Bruce Botha 
SJ shared on the days they came 
to minister to them.

Some of the outcomes included 
successful placement of every-
body in shelters.  

One gentleman who was 
wounded following a crime com-
mitted against him was supported 
and accompanied to the clinic 
where his wounds were dressed 
and a J88 form filled by a medical 
practitioner for legal purposes.  
On the advice of Constable SC 
Mthembu, he was also accom-
panied to the police station to 
open a common assault case. 
Those who lost their identity 
documents successfully applied 
for new ones. 

In addition to daily filling 
meals, beneficiaries were given 
Bibles. With worship music 
playing softly throughout in the 
background some used the 
opportunity to read the Word of 
God. Many appreciated this 
integrated aid, especially the 
re-encounter with God. 

Lerato Mohone


