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Archbishop Peter Wells and principal of Wits University, Prof Zebulon Vilakazi are 
flanked by members of ACTS executive committee Wits University branch took an 
oath of office for the year 2022. They are from left: Siyanda Madlokazi, Sthandiwe 
Msomi, Olwethu Simelane and Thando Setshwaro.
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Nuncio celebrates 
academic Mass for ACTS

The parish of Holy Trinity, 
Braamfontein runs the Catholic 
chaplaincies to Wits University 

and the University of Johannesburg. 
As such, they minister to the spirit-
ual needs of Catholic students at 
these institutions and others in the 
vicinity. To bring together to the 
Lord students, lecturers and support 
staff for God’s blessing as they begin 
the year, an academic Mass was 
held on the afternoon of the First 
Sunday of Lent.

The apostolic nuncio, Archbishop 
Peter Wells was the main celebrant 
with chaplain, Fr Bruce Botha SJ, 
assistant chaplain, Fr Alex Dakamire 
SJ and director of the Jesuit Institute 
SA, Fr Russell Pollitt concelebrating. 

Acclaimed scholar and vice- 
chancellor of Wits University, Prof 
Zebulon Vilakazi was the guest of 
honour. In his introductory remarks,  
Fr Bruce welcomed the Nuncio,  
Prof Zebulon, academic staff and 
students.

“This is a first for Holy Trinity that 
we have the vice chancellor. We 
normally have people who start off 
as students and then return as 
members of staff,” said Fr Bruce.

“Fr Bruce and the Jesuit Institute, 
it is great to be back,” said the 
Nuncio. He went on to welcome and 
thank the principal of Wits for 

“being here with us. It is so nice to 
be finally back together. 

“When I hear today’s gospel, it 
kind of warms my heart to think 
that not just me, not just us, but, 
Jesus was also tempted,” said 
Archbishop Peter in his reflection.

The three temptations of Jesus 
by the devil stand for pleasure, 
power and prestige. This was 
Satan’s attempt to redirect God’s 
plan, to make Jesus’ ministry a self-
serving one instead of one directed 
toward us and our salvation. 

He continued: “Christ’s reaction 
can easily be summed up in the 
words of Mary. Her Magnificat is a 
direct response to the temptation 
in the dessert. Mary says ‘God has 
scattered the proud with the 
strength of His arm and has cast 
the mighty from their thrones’.”

Continued on page 8.

In academic dress, Catholic notable scholars lecturing at Wits University such as 
Prof Cuthbert Nyamupangedengu and Prof Bertin Zinsou, joined the recessional 
procession.

Chaplain Fr Bruce Botha SJ and chief 
celebrant Archbishop Peter Wells 
leading the Mass.

With the new Parish 
Pastoral Council (PPCs) 
elections coming soon, 

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale has 
appealed to the new leadership to 
work with people in their parishes, 
as though the parishioners are 
their own family. Ultimately, these 
councils are responsible for the 
well-being of the parish. 

Most PPCs don’t understand 
this as can be seen with only two-
thirds of the parish representatives 
at the annual meeting, held on 
Saturday, 19 March, said the 
Archbishop.

“PPCs are responsible for deci-
sions at diocesan levels. Its mem-
bers have to give direction to the 
church and move away from the 
priest, who is the spiritual leader 
of the parish, while the adminis-
tration of parishes belongs to the 
PPC,” he said.

The Archbishop also encour-
aged priests to stay away from 
financial matters because it is ulti-
mately the PPC which signs off 
the financial statements. 

Speaking on general complaints 
from parishioners, Archbishop 
Buti advised that they report any 
matters or complaints first to the 
PPC. If this fails, the matter 
should go to the dean, then vicar 
general and if not resolved, only 
then will it land on the desk of the 
Archbishop.

“I will not entertain any com-
plaints which have not gone 
through the PPC. Most of the cur-
rent parish councils do not take a 
firm enough stand in conflict situ-
ations. Disgruntled parishioners 
should move to another parish if 
their issues are not resolved. 
Conflict shows little spirituality.

“The PPCs are also responsible 
for the spiritual growth of the par-
ish and should initiate their own 
plans to grow this spirituality such 
as the recitation of the Rosary or 
stations of the cross before Mass, 
instead of having people socialis-
ing outside the church.”

The nominations for PPC mem-
bership open on 10 April. On 
Sunday 15 May, the office bearers 
will be elected. Their induction 

will take place on 4 June.
Fr Bruce Botha gave feedback 

on the Synod and said the process 
involving the listening circles was 
now finished.

A report of the findings, which 
reflect the feelings of the parishio-
ners, will be discussed on 29 and 
30 April. 

Four representatives from each 
parish will meet on these days to 
consider the outcomes.

All the reports will be sum-
marised in a 10-page document 
which will be presented which 

Parish Pastoral Councils 
have an important role 
to play in parishes

will be presented to the Arch-
bishop.

Dillon Naicker, head of the 
Marriage and Family Life Office, 
said there were two upcoming 
conferences – World Youth Day 
which is to be held in Portugal in 
2023 and World Meeting of 
Families.

The opening for applications 
for World Youth Day started in 
December last year and registra-
tion will close in July 2022. 

Continued on page 2.
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PATRONAL FEASTS: APRIL

Pope’s Intentions: April
For health care workers

We pray for health care workers who serve the sick and the  

elderly, especially in the poorest countries; may they be adequately 

supported by governments and local communities.

17th Church of the Resurrection, Bryanston (1968)
24th Divine Mercy, Walkerville (2009)
24th Blessed Isadore Bakanja, Protea Glen (1996)
29th St Catherine of Sienna, Eldorado Park (1974)
St Catherine’s Chapel of Ease, Selcourt (1965)
30th Our Lady of Africa, Mohlakeng

CALL VERONICA PIETERSON ON 011 402 6400.

Sacrificium merchandise 
available at the Chancery

Buff: R80
Golf Shirt: R250
T-shirt: R200
Cap: R100
Bucket hat: R100

Newly-pinned 
members of 

Sacred Heart of 
Jesus Sodality

Newly-pinned members of Sacred 
Heart of Jesus Sodality at Mmamo-
hau, Emndeni with their parish 
priest Fr Joshua Mpiti SCJ. They are, 
from left: Charles Makwela, Fezeka 
Ndlovu, Hleziphe Makwela and 
Lerato Mosia.

Tiny Moumakwe 

Ash Wednesday this year came 
with a special appeal by the 

Holy Father for prayers and peace 
over the conflict raging in Eastern 
Europe. Mass at the Cathedral 
was celebrated by the administra-
tor, Fr Michael Seheri. A number 
of children received their ashes at 
the 7:30 am Mass before going to 
school. In line with Covid-19  
regulations, Father poured ashes 
on people’s hands. They, in turn, 
marked themselves. In an inspir-
ing homily, Fr Michael exhorted 
the faithful not to delay in doing 
good and in repenting as this 
could be our last Lent.

Lerato Mohone

A call to fasting, prayer, almsgiving 
and repentance

Amelia Moodley 
(Grade PR student).

Ash Wednesday
On Wednesday, 2 March, Marist 
Brothers Linmeyer celebrated 
Ash Wednesday. After the liturgy 
readings and a talk by Fr Edu-
ardo Gabriel CS, staff, students 
and parents received ashes on 
their foreheads to sym-
bolise their repentance 
and willingness to 
change over the 
Lenten season. 
Lent lasts for 40 
days in preparation 
for the great feast of 
Easter.
Precisous Staat,  
Marketing Assistant

Oabile Thebe, Cayden Moodley and 
Nikhil Vallabh (Grade 7 students).

Above: High School line-up with Fr Eduardo Gabriel CS.

The Catholic Health Care 
Association (CATHCA) of 

Southern Africa has joined hands 
with All Saints, Ennerdale and Our 
Lady of Mercy, Emndeni in the 
implementation of Parish Mental 
Health Ministry.

The objective of the ministry is to:
- increase awareness of mental 

health issues and reduce stigma 
and discrimination against those 
living with mental illness;

There is an initial deposit of  
R5 000 which must be paid before 
applications are considered and 
each one has to have the approval 
of the parish priest.

The World Meeting of Families 
happens from 22-26 June. Details  
can be found on the website  
romefamily2022.com. 

Parish-based events will culmi-

nate on 25 June with a family day 
for couples, widows, widowers, 
single parents and the youth. 
Youth Day activities will be cele-
brated during the same event.

 The festival will be a day of 
celebration to unite families 
through food, music and entertain-
ment and will be held at Don 
Bosco Centre in Walkerville.

Fr PJ Cassidy, the new chair-
person of the Professional 
Conduct Committee, which inves-
tigates child abuse, said the PCC 
has issued posters to all parishes 
containing contact numbers to 
report cases of abuse. Churches 
should display them prominently 
and preferably have them framed 
so the paper on which they are 
printed does not disintegrate. 

Every person who deals with 
children has to be screened. 
A group called the Guardian has 
been brought on board which will 
offer support and advice on how 
to handle cases of child abuse. 

Ennerdale parish launches 
mental health ministry

Fr Emmanuel Kanuma SDB commis-
sions the 14 mental health volunteers 
at All Saints, Ennerdale.

- Provide spiritual accompaniment 
and support for people living 
with mental illness.

- Welcome people with mental 
illness into the sacramental and 
communal life of the church.
Following training conducted by 

CATHCA’s Dr Melese Shula in 
February, the ministry in the parish 
of Ennerdale was officially 
launched and the 14 volunteers 
commissioned by Fr Emmanuel 

Kanuma SDB on the First Sunday of 
Lent. In his homily, Fr Emmanuel 
did urge the faithful to fast from 
words that wound and to adopt 
words that heal which can go a 
long way in preventing and 
managing mental illness. 

Lerato Mohone

PPCs – Continued from page 1.
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mind and heart. 
Archbishop Buti Tlhagale, 

who is the proper minister and 
presiding celebrant for the rite of 
election was delighted with the 
number of those seeking to be 
initiated into the Catholic faith and 
those seeking full communion. In 
his homily, he focused on the 
significance of the sacrament of 
baptism. He stated that baptism 
makes us members of the Christ’s 
body and with this, we immedi-
ately inherit a responsibility to be 
missionaries and alter Christus. He 
continued “Both lay and clergy are 
called to usher the reign of God in 
society”. Furthermore, the Arch-
bishop emphasised that historically 
the notion of alter Christus (other 
Christ) was exclusively meant to 
apply to the clergy but in our time, 
it applies to lay people as well. We 
are all called he said “to be visible 
signs of Christ in our communities”.

His encouraging message was 
well received, now it is up to all of 
us to put into action the words of 
exhortation. Following the rite of 

Father Thomas Plastow S.J. 
Answers Liturgy Questions

Ordination: all the 
ins and outs!

We need more questions 
about the Liturgy!

You are welcome to send 
questions directly to Fr Plastow:  

• PO Box 46876, Glosderry, 7702 
• e-mail adnews@catholicjhb.org.za 

• fax 011 402-6406

most unlikely to “take the role” of 
the parish deacon. This is liturgy, 
not play acting! An ordained man 
cannot be “un-ordained”. A priest 
may be granted permission to 
leave the ministry in order to 
marry, but he remains a priest. He 
may give the sacraments in emer-
gency situations, such as absolv-
ing the sins of the dying. I have 
heard of rural dioceses in North 
America in which they keep a reg-
ister of such men so as to call 
upon them when no active clergy-
man is available, but I doubt 
whether any bishop would let him 
minister as a parish deacon on 
Sundays. 

May a married Anglican priest 
become a Catholic priest and 
remain married?

Yes, there are cases in which this 
has happened, but a process is fol-
lowed in each case. Many 
Anglicans are very Catholic in 
their theology and liturgy, but the 
Catholic Church does not recog-
nise their ordinations. If such a 
man were accepted for priestly 
ministry in the Catholic Church, 
he would go through another ordi-
nation ceremony. (This is a very 
complicated subject, especially as 
some Anglican bishops have been 
ordained by Orthodox bishops 
whom, we believe, share in the 
apostolic succession.)

Could a Catholic seminarian 
leave the seminary, get married, 
become an Anglican priest, and 
then return to the Catholic 
Church as a married priest?

No. The special permission given 
to some Anglican clergy does not 
extend to those baptised as 
Catholics.

Could a priest leave the priest-
hood, have a family, and then 
return to the priesthood after his 
wife passes away?

Once again, this would be decided 
case by case. There have been 
ordained men who left their par-
ishes, settled down with a woman 
and started a family, but they 
never attempted to enter into mar-
riage and were never laicised by 
the Church. Later, on the death of 
their partner, they returned to the 
Church and were accepted back 
into ministry. Although some 
would regard these prodigal sons 
as unforgiveable, reconciliation 
does happen and, if there is noth-
ing canonical preventing their 
reinstatement, they may return.

This month we celebrate the 
climax of the liturgical 
year, but since I have not 

received any questions on Holy 
Week or Easter, I am going to 
answer a new query regarding the 
ordination of deacons and priests. 
These are not really liturgical 
questions, but belong to Canon 
Law and to theology.

Is it possible for a priest to resign 
from the priesthood, get married, 
and then become a married dea-
con in the Catholic Church?

Sometimes a man comes to 
believe that he is no longer called 
to serve in a particular way. Each 
of these is taken on a case-by-case 
basis, so it is not easy for me to 
generalise. Your example is a 
complicated one because it 
involves three vocations: to the 
married life, to the diaconate, and 
to the priesthood.

Clergy and celibacy

Although many young people pre-
tend not to know it, Christianity 
teaches that sexual love belongs 
only to married life: a state in 
which husband and wife have 
made an enduring commitment to 
one another. Catholic seminarians 
are single men and so are expect-
ed to remain chaste. When they 
are ordained deacons, they also 
promise to remain celibate – a 
word than means “unmarried”. 
After at least six months service 
as a deacon, the man may go on to 
be ordained a priest. This has been 
our practice for over one thousand 
years, but it was not always this 
way.

Married men may become dea-
cons, but deacons cannot marry

After the Second Vatican Council, 
the permanent diaconate of the 
early church was restored. Now 
both single and married men may 
be ordained deacons. Sadly, the 
church does not invest as much in 
their training or upkeep as they 
deserve. They are meant to be a 
vital component of the Church’s 
pastoral outreach. Any “permanent 
deacons” who are bachelors can-
not marry later. If a married dea-
con’s wife passes away, he may 
not marry again. This rule exists 
also in the Eastern Catholic and 
Orthodox Churches.

Can a permanent deacon be 
ordained a priest?

Yes, we have seen this happen. 
Sometimes a widowed deacon 
applies for presbyteral ordination 
and is accepted by his bishop. Any 
children would have to be grown 
up and independent, and further 
studies might be required.

So, could a priest become a  
married deacon?

No. A priest who leaves the minis-
try in order to marry would be 

The Catechetical Department held a Rite of 
Christian Initiation (RCIA) workshop on Satur-

day, 5 March. Liturgy Department head Annastacia 
Mphuti facilitated the workshop with Fr Boshom 
Mpetsheni, Episcopal Vicar of Litugry.

She explained that the purpose of ongoing for-
mation is to renew one’s knowledge, to delve  
deeper and to teach those new to the RCIA process. 
The RCIA journey involves the whole community. 
Parishioners should also welcome catechumens in 
the Church, not only the catechists and their spon-
sors, she said. The journey with catechumens 
reflects the values of the pascal ministry and renew-
ing their own conversion. 

On Sunday, 6 March, the Cathe-
dral of Christ the King was 

packed to capacity as the Archdio-
cese of Johannesburg held the rite 
of the Election and Enrolment of 
names of the catechumens.

The catechumens came from all 
parishes in the Archdiocese. The rite 
of election is the second step in 
Christian initiation after the accept-
ance of the catechumens.  It usually 
takes place on the first week of Lent. 
The spiritual significance of the rite 
is for the preparation of those 
seeking to receive the sacraments of 
baptism, confirmation and the Holy 
Eucharist. 

At the heart of the celebration, 
RCIA coordinators and catechists 
presented the book of the ‘elect’ 
with the names of the catechumens 
to the Archbishop who then pens 
his signature as a gesture of his 
acceptance of the catechumens  
“I now declare you to be members of 
the elect, to be initiated in the 
sacred mysteries at the next Easter 
Vigil”. With the rite of election, the 
catechumens are expected to 
undergo a process of conversion in 

Fr Boshom said the time of Lent should intensify 
the spiritual preparation for Easter. He encouraged 
RCIA teachers to make the catechumens and candi-
dates aware of their sinful status and ask them to 
pray more against temptation.

He also touched on the process of scrutiny within 
Mass in preparation for receiving the sacraments 
and the need to learn the importance of prayer, the 
Trinity and the Eucharist. Catechists were encour-
aged to rediscover the Word of God, to equip them-
selves, study, consult resources and be updated with 
what they teach. The mission of the church, he 
added, was to gain souls for the kingdom of God 
(Matthew 8:19). He concluded by saying catechists 
should try to be prayerful and teach by their actions.

The Church continues to grow; 
the Rite of Election

election is the celebration of the 
scrutanies on the Sundays of Lent, 
this are enforced with exorcism,  
“to uncover and heal all that is weak, 
defective, or sinful in the hearts of 
the elect”.  Priest or deacons are 
encouraged to celebrate these rites 
in such a way that the elect recog-
nise their sinfulness and need for 
God’s grace in their lives. The scru-
tanies are also a way to re-awaken 
the sense of faith in God for all 
Christians. 

Let us echo the words of the 
dismissal of the elect in the rite of 
election by the bishop … “My dear 
elect, this community now sends 
you forth to reflect more deeply 
upon the word of God which you 
have shared with us today. Be 
assured of our loving support and 
prayers for you. We look forward to 
the day when you will share fully in 
the Lord’s table”. 

 Fr Boshom Mpetsheni
Notes from the book of Rites Vol 1. 

Department of 
Pastoral Care 
activities

On Sunday, 13 February, the 
team of Pastoral Care for 

Migrants and Refugees joined the 
community of St Josephine Bakhita, 
Zandspruit to celebrate the feast of 
their Patroness. After the celebra-
tion of the Eucharist, they shared a 
meal provided by the Department. 

On Wednesday, 23 February, 30 
women who completed their 
training in sewing, were given 
materials to start their own small 
businesses. Another group will 
receive the same soon.

On 26 February, the Department 
and Bienvenu Shelter participated  
in a workshop organised by The 
People Pantry, an organisation that 
assists with food. The aim was to 
explore ways in which they can 
improve their service to the needy 
of our communities.

On 27 February, the team was at 
Holy Spirit, Dobsonville to assure 
them of their support for their 
successful integration in that 
community.

During February, Pastoral Care 
assisted 759 families (indirectly, 
2610 people) in its outreach 
programme with Bienvenu Shelter.

Fr Emmanuel Wafula, the priest-in-
charge of St Josephine Bakhita Zand-
spruit during the celebration of the 
Eucharist. 

Community mem-
bers of St Josephine 
Bakhita Zandspruit 
during the celebra-

tion of the Eucharist 
on the feast of their 

patroness.

English students 
pictured during a 
group activity.

Sr Marizete with a group of women who 
received materials to start their small 
business project in sewing.

RCIA Workshop

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale (obscured) 
signed the Book of the Elect. He was  
assisted by Fr Boshom Mpetsheni.

Below: Also in attendance were from 
left: Fr Hlonepho Nqaba OFM, Fr George 
Okwii M.Afr and Fr PJ Cassidy M.Afr.
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LENTEN THEME: 

God and family – 
rights and 
responsibilities

Inspired by the Southern African 
Catholic Bishops’ Conference’ 
pastoral plan, it is parish priest,  

Fr Chaka Motanyane OP’s vision 
that the Kristo INkosi, Kwa-Thema 
serves its community. And as the 
Archdiocesan Synod calls upon us 
to journey with young people, the 
Archbishop Buti Joseph Tlhagale 
Learning Centre was established 
and incorporates a library and the 
Kristo INkosi Musical Ensemble. The 
latter is divided into a marimba and 
a violin group which includes 
young people from the parish of 
Kristo INkosi, Kwa-Thema and the 
community. To raise funds to buy 
more musical instruments as the 
demand has grown, they staged 
live performances in February and 
March in malls in the East Rand. On 
Saturday, 5 March they treated 
customers of Kwa-Thema Square to 
a concert featuring the cool sounds 
of Marimba music.

Coordinator of the groups, 
Bongani Mabena said: “There was a 
need in the Church to keep young 
people engaged, not just spiritually 
but also how to empower the next 
generation. ”

Member numbers have balloon-
ed to approximately 60 children. 
They also lead the Mass once a 
month, using their skills to worship 
and give thanks to God.

Fr Chaka and parishioners proved 
that indeed charity begins at home. 
They have supported the group 
from one mall to the next, including 
Vangile Moranyana whose two 
grandchildren, Siyabonga and 
Kulungile form part of the group. 

The young people are trained by 
two professional marimba players, 
Zinhle Mdlane and Eric Motsima 
from St Joseph, Actonville. They 
blend sounds from a myriad of 
genres. They rendered cover 

versions of popular songs such as 
folk song Ngeke siye kwaMashu by 
Platform One, house track Osama by 
Zakes Bantwini, Too late for Mama 
by Brenda Fassie, the rallying cry 
Jika Izinto. The audience were put in 
a prayerful mood with Ke tshwere 
Rosari.

Fezile Ngubeni (17) said being 
part of the group has great benefits. 
“Some of my peers are into drugs, 
alcohol and crime. Taking part in the 
activities of the Church keeps me 
away from these social ills.”

Keamogetswe Sello (15) said: “I 
think the talent, energy and our 
facial expressions speak volumes. 
These are some of the reasons that 
draw young people to this group,” 
she explained.

A glad Gontse Namane (14) said 
she was encouraged by her mother 
to join the band. “I am a talented 
dancer and so to fuse the two is 
quite interesting,” smiled Gontse.

Parish pastoral council chair-
person, Jacob Mdluli said playing an 
instrument has academic benefits. 
Through music, these youngsters 
have been able to find themselves 
creatively. This has also improved 
their social skills as they work 
together to collaborate on a specific 
sound or song. “Partaking in the 
activities has boosted their morale 
and confidence,” he added. 

Bongani said they have per-
formed at a major event at the City 
of Ekurhuleni and they have birth-
day party gigs lined-up.

Any kind of help or support will 
be highly appreciated. For bookings 
and to donate, call:

Fr Chaka Motanyane OP 
          082 628 8324

Bongani Mabena 073 392 0043
Phakamile Sibanyoni
082 928 3253

Lerato Mohone

Kristo INkosi Musical Ensemble 
growing in leaps and bounds

In their colourful, vibrant T-shirts, Kristo INkosi Music Ensemble brought life into 
the parking lot of Kwa-Thema Square. Entertaining others truly brings them joy. 
The young people actively incorporate the latest dance crazes into their repertoire. 

The marimba 
group dazzled 
the crowd 
with their 
multi-skills.

God, as Trinity is family, the 
perfect community of love, 

and every human family, not only 
as individuals but as a unit, is an 
image of God and is called to mir-
ror the relationship of the Trinity. 

Humankind is especially gifted 
with the additional power of 
understanding, to love but to hurt 
and to forgive, because of love. 
Through bearing pain, in a unique 
way, we share in the Paschal  
mystery of Jesus and so honour 
the Trinity. How has the image of 
the Trinity been disfigured as fire, 
water and wind have now become 
such destructive forces? How have 
we been responsible for this in a 
negative way and can we take 
responsibility in a positive way to 
repair the damage done. 

See www.marfam.org.za/lent 
for downloadable lists of  
suggested acts or documents from  
www.vatican.va  
Toni Rowland on 082 552 1275.   

Pope Francis reminds us that 
the Synod is a process not 
an event. That two-year pro-

cess began last October in Rome 
and the diocesan phase is currently 
underway. I am glad to report 
that the parish of Tsakane in the 
East Rand has responded gener-
ously to the process, and that both 
parish leaders and parishioners 
are growing in appreciation, even 
excitement, as to its potential as an 
experience of listening in a more 
respectful and profound way. Not 
only in the formal listening circles, 
but at a parish level in the different 
pastoral councils as well as at a 
personal level within families and 
local communities. Ultimately, we 
are trying to discern the prompt-
ings of the Holy Spirit in our 
individual and community lives. 

What has been a key for us 
has been the training of facilita-
tors. Initially five people attended 
the two training sessions at the 
archdiocesan level, the first pre-
Christmas and the second on  
15 January. This was followed by 
training for listening circle facili-
tators in Geluksdal on 5 February 
for about 40 participants from 
Tsakane, Geluksdal and Brakpan. 
Included were seven or eight 
young adults from Tsakane. Their 
facilitation has proven to be vital 
as the process continues.

Over a number of weeks in 
Sunday sermons and other forums, 
parishioners in Tsakane were 
informed about the Synod process. 
They were told that it was perhaps 

the greatest listening exercise in 
human history. Some 1.34 billion 
Catholics (17% of the world’s 
population) were being invited, as 
well as non-Catholics and those 
with no church affiliation, to 
participate. 

The four Saturdays in March 
were pencilled in as the days 
to meet. On Saturday, 5 March, 
certain sodalities were invited; 
12 March, Catholic Women’s As-
sociation, Catholic Men’s Forum 
and the senior choirs; 19 March, 
Youth (14 -25 years of age);  
26 March Young Adults (26 - 35 
years of age).

I am aware that listening circles 
are taking place in Brakpan on a 
Sunday morning after Mass.

Part of the process involved 
sharing in listening circles.These 
circles included working through 
the three-step process in produc-
ing a report.

The third part was sharing in 
large groups. A parish WhatsApp 
group has been created to share 
information regarding the Synod 
process. Below is the most recent 
entry, dated Saturday, 12 March.

“We had another success-
ful session today, even more 
successful than last week in 
terms of numbers. Last week 
we had 37 participants. Today 
we had 43 participants. The 
sharing was great. A special 
thanks to those who helped 
with facilitation. I am sure we 
are now all starting to enjoy 

Synod Listening Circles

the experience. Next week we 
are meeting the youth.”

Finally, while a formal report 
from the parish will be made on-
line to the Archdiocese in April, 
what is becoming increasingly 
clear is that what the parish is 
discovering about itself and its 
needs, is becoming as important 
as any report sent. 

Issues are arising which need 
to be addressed by the parish 
pastoral council. For example, the 
largest listening circle by far has 
been that which focuses on the 
poor and the homeless. 

At a parish level, a decision 
has already been made to re-
establish the St Vincent de Paul 
Society in order to focus directly 
on the needs of the poor. Contri-
butions are already being sought 
from parishioners and well- 
wishers. This is just one of the  
ongoing fruits of the Synod 
process. 

Fr Michael Bennet SPS

Tsakane:
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The All-White Party 
back with a bang

The Friends of the Shrine All-White Party made a comeback after a 
two-year hiatus. The event was held on Saturday, 26 February at the 
Cathedral Hall.

Attendees included priests, religious and lay persons who did their best 
to match the day’s all-white theme.

Participants took advantage of the beautiful venue by capturing moments 
at the many Instagram-worthy spots that the precinct and décor offered.

A wholesome three-course meal paired with delightful drinks was 
enjoyed by all. 

A whopping R241 196.00 was raised. All proceeds go towards the 
construction of the Mother of Mercy Shrine in Magaliesburg.

Lerato Mohone

Resident disc-jockey “DJ Dicky” treated guests to 
lovely sounds of jazz, soul for the mature group 
and amapiano for the young ones. He was assist-
ed by Christian van Rooy. Both are staff members 
of the Chancery.

Parishioners of St Gabriel, Khutsong making a 
grand entrance.

Sr Puleng and Sr Yoliswa (Servant of Mary Immaculate) respected the 
theme by adding a touch of white.

Thandi Motasi, Joyce Maphisa and MEC for 
Community Safety, Faith Mazibuko.

Project coordinator, Joyce Maphisa, Motshabi Mokgele who was celebrating 
her birthday and Christina Mafeni who came not to be served but to serve.

Members of 
Friends of the 
Shrine, Zanele 
Ngobese (left) 
and Sibongile 
Tloubatla, who 
ensured that 
patrons enjoyed  
a delicious meal.

A bevy of beauties – members of 
the Daughters of St Anne Sodality 

from the Soweto deanery traded 
purple for all-white. 

Veronica Mofokeng 
and Direko Molahlehi 

putting the props at 
the photo booth to 

good use.

Dressed to the nines are 
parishioners of St John Bosco, 
Robertsham. They are from 
left: Bernie Pillay, Zanele 
Mogale and Thato Makoro.

Members of Regina Mundi, Moroka after a meal and much merriment, the 
community enjoyed some live music and sisterhood.

West Rand Friends of 
Radio Veritas –Phindile 

Hlalele and Tshidi 
Mahlakametsa are always 

happy to support their 
counterpart, Friends of the 

Shrine.
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“A good friend will ensure you sup-
port fundraising efforts of the Arch-
diocese”. This is the philosophy 
Dorcas Mokale (Holy Rosary,  
Krugersdorp) and Sipho Ngwetsheni 
(Our of Lady Peace, Kagiso 2)  
live by.

Priscilla Mothobuka looked dazzling 
in a snow-white tassel dress. She and 
fellow parishioners from Regina 
Mundi, Rockville were the first to 
purchase tickets.

Karabo Tsamaesi, one of the young 
people from Our Lady of the 
Assumption, Molapo who is a loyal 
supporter of Friends of the Shrine 
fundraising drives. 

Patrick Msiza and Zinto Mgidlana 
are always proud to represent the 
Far East Deanery when it comes to 
Archdiocesan events.

Sr Blandina CSA from Holy Rosary, 
Krugersdorp and Monunu Ngwetsh-
eni from Our Lady of Peace, Kagiso 
2 bond over a delicious starter.

Sr Virginia and Sr Chitondezyo of the Sisters of Nazareth mingled with other 
religious sisters and postulants at the fundraising event.

“A mother’s treasure is her daughter” Dimpho 
Sekoaila enjoys bonding with her mother 
Mohlatleho Sekoaila.Fr Petrus Shiya and parishioner of Our Lady of 

Fatima, Dube meet under a different setting.

Tsholofelo Mokale and Rector of the Shrine, Fr Nkosinathi Nkabinde show 
off their dance moves. 

Although fatigued following weeks of prepa-
ration, Members of Friends of the Shrine, 
Thoko Mlungwana and Joyce Maphisa still 
shared their beautiful smiles with everybody 
who attended the social gathering.

“In times of need, and in times of tears, in times of 
joy and in times of fears ... there is mom. The one 
person who is always there.”  
Mother and daughter  
duo from Our Lady of  
Africa, Mohlakeng –  
Lesedi and  
Mamosa Tsoaeli.

Young women took advantage of 
the picturesque venue and décor by 
posing for photos for their Insta-
gram accounts. 

Episcopal Vicar  
for Youth, Fr Abel  

Maluleka and Epis-
copal Vicar for  

Liturgy, Fr Boshom 
Mpetsheni having a 
relaxed discussion. 
On the agenda was 
anything but office 

matters.

The Magata sisters also stepped out in their finest. From left: Mamiki,  
Mannini and Mmemeng.

Vincent Williams, Chancery staff member, Deborah Sebuse and Zodwa  
Masondo having an animated conversation.

A woman ‘jams’ to cool sounds of 
jazz music.

Veteran supporters of all Shrine fundraising events from Holy Cross, 
Zola. They are from left: Ribbon Shuntsha, Mandy Nxumalo, Siza 
Myeni and Zanele Sibiya.
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1st Fr Phuti Makgabo
 Rev John Rahme
4th  Fr Mareko Marciniak
 Rev Israel Maoyi
6th  Fr David Evans
9th  Fr Rampeoane Hlobo
14th  Rev Kevin Fenn
15th  Fr Brian Connolly 
 Fr Uzochukwu Ohanele
20th  Fr Keketso Mothuli 
 Fr Vusumuzi Nhlapo
22nd  Fr Samuel Gitonga
23rd  Fr Jorge Guerra
24th  Fr Nobert Munekani
25th  Rev Antony Bishop
26th  David Barnard
29th  Fr Joseph Leathem 
 Fr Nkosinathi Njoko
30th  Fr Vincent Hoang Quang 
 Fr Stanislaw Jagodzinski

Rev Gregory Garnie  02-04-05
Fr Thomas Devoy  06-04-69
Fr Tlaile Lingoane  11-04-15
Fr Thabo Mothiba  11-04-15
Fr Tony Daniels  19-04-97
Fr Benen Fahy  24-04-60
Rev Isaac Thomas  27-04-85
Rev David Lavers  27-04-85
Fr Sicelo Libanje  27-04-21
Fr Gabriel Kwedho  28-04-12
Fr Sean Murphy  29-04-73
Rev Douglas Boake  30-04-11
Rev Robert Bothma  30-04-11
Rev William Davies  30-04-11
Rev Victor Ho  30-04-11
Rev Ronald Peters  30-04-11

Ordinations

The following priests and 
deacons celebrate their 

birthdays and anniversaries 
of their ordination.  

Pray for them!.

Birthdays in April

We celebrate with our priests

DEADLINE FOR MAY ISSUE 
10 APRIL

Published by the Catholic Archdiocese 
of Johannesburg,  

Pvt Bag X10, Doornfontein, 2028. 
186 Nugget St, Berea. 

Twelve issues per annum. 
Distributed to all parishes of the 

Archdiocese of Johannesburg 
via www.catholicjhb.org.za

Editor: Anna Cox 
Cell 083 610-0439

Chancery office: 011 402-6400
adnews@catholicjhb.org.za

Senior reporter & advertising:
Lerato Mohone 011 402-6400 

Reporter: 
Judy Stockill 083 267-7070

AD news

For advert enquiries  
send message to:  
adnewsadverts 

@catholicjhb.org.za

Head of Migrants and Refugees 
Department, Sr Marizete Garbin 
MSCS and Mario Almeida from 
the Migrants and Refugees sec-
tion of the Dicastery for Promot-
ing Integral Human Development.

The opening Mass for Soweto Altar Servers’ Guild was held on the 
First Saturday of Lent. Mass was led by newly appointed chaplain,  
Fr Bonga Mkhize. OMI. Guide, Sr Nkhensani Shibambu was the pro-
gramme director.

A pastoral visit 
from the Vatican official

Mário Almeida, a member of 
the coordination team for 

Africa in the Vatican’s Migrants 
and Refugees Section recently 
visited the country where he par-
ticipated in inter-regional Meeting 
of the Bishops of Southern Africa 
(IMBISA) at the Padre Pio For-
mation Centre (Capuchin Forma-
tion House) in Pretoria.

The workshop was on Pope 
Francis’ Fratelli Tutti and the nec-
essary service to Migrants and 
Refugees in the IMBISA region.

The aim was to promote the 
pastoral care of migrants, refugees 
and other displaced persons in the 
region, advocating for fraternal 
openness that allows us, as the 
Church in the region, to acknowl-
edge, appreciate and love every 
human being. 

Mario also made a stop at the 
Caritas national office headed by 
Sr Maria de Lurdes Lodi Rissini 
MSCS and Migrants and Refugee 
Office headed by Sr Marizete 
Garbin MSCS at the Chancery. 
He also met with Catholic organ-
isations working with migrants 
and refugees. These were Scal-
abrini Sisters and priests, Bien-
venu Shelter, Three2Six and Jesu-
it Refugee Service. 

Lerato Mohone

Soweto Altar Serves’ Guild opening Mass

Altar servers with chaplain, Fr 
Bonga Mkhize OMI and guide  
Sr Nkhensani Shibambu CSA.

Guild Executive members with Chaplain Fr Bonga Mkhize OMI. Guide  
Sr Nkhensani Shibambu is on his right.

Proclaimer - Koketso Tsamaesi.      

A Valentine’s Day celebration 
in red and white

Our Lady of the Assumption, Molapo celebrated St Valentine’s Day 
with red and white cakes.

Our Lady of the 
Assumption 

Molapo celebrates 
a special birthday
Father Nqobile Mzolo 
OMI – 13th February From KZN (above) to traditional 

Lesotho attire (below left).

A young 
parishioner 

presents a 
gift.
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Those are the words inscribed 
on the certificate of recognition 
received by Sr Maria for the 
award of The Order of the Star of 
Italy on 10 March.

The Italian Ambassador to 
South Africa, his Excellency  
Dr Paulo Cuculi, in his recogni-
tion speech said the award is “in 
acknowledgement of Sr Maria’s 
constant commitment as National 
Coordinator of Caritas South 
Africa and as Coordinator of 
Migrants and Refugees Office for 
South Africa, Botswana and 
Eswatini on the SACBC.” This 
recognition happens as tension 
continue to rise between some 
locals and foreigners in South 
Africa, specifically recently in 
Alexandra.

Dr Cuculi added it is also in 
acknowledgement of her efforts 
and activities as Scalabrinian 
Missionary Sisters who are 
devoted to social integration by 
offering training to the poorest 
and most persecuted segments  
of society; providing education; 
managing assistance centres  
and shelters; offering volun- 

teer programmes.
The Ambassador noted that 

during the outbreak of the  
Covid-19 pandemic, Sr Maria  
was appointed executive secretary 
of the Covid-19 assistance pro-
gramme for all dioceses of South 
Africa, Botswana and Eswatini, 
“standing out once again for her 
activities and efforts towards 
migrants, refugees and destitute 
persons who didn’t have access to 
government aid.”

On receiving the award,  
Sr Maria said she was not aware 
she was being considered for the 
award. She admitted that she is, 
“extremely honoured to receive 
the award of the ‘Knighthood of 
the Order of the Star of Italy’, 
from the Italian Government, 
through the Italian Embassy and 
Consulate in South Africa”.

Acknowledging her gratitude to 
God for calling her to follow Him 
and to serve his chosen people for 
37 years in different countries she 
said the mission of the Scala-
brinian Missionary Sisters has 
been enriched by the diversity of 
people she serves and meets daily. 

“The president of the Republic, President of The 
Order of the Star of Italy, having heard the council 
of the order on the proposal of the Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs has conferred the honour of Distinguished 
Knight to Sr. Maria De Lourdes Lodi Rissini.”

The Archbishop ended his homily 
by saying the question the Church 
asks of us today is, are we truly 
ready to accept God’s will no 
matter how challenging? Are we 
ready to renew our baptismal 
promises by rejecting Satan and all 
his empty promises?

The induction of ACTS Wits 
University and ACTS University of 
Johannesburg committees then 
took place.

Prof Zebulon interspersed his  
talk with spatterings of humour.  
“It is an honour to be invited by an 

institution that stood side-by-side 
over the last 80 years with the 
University of the Witwatersrand, 
which is celebrating its centenary 
this year,” he began.

The parish was established in 
1938. With the recent attack on 
Ukraine, he explained the history  
of wars which targeted Catholic 
countries, starting with the World 
War II, which incidentally took place 
in 1938.

“From this, we can learn that 
history tends to repeat itself and 
that “homo deuses rise and assume 
godly powers to end life and begin 
life as they say”.

He acknowledged how the Holy 
Trinity grounds has always been a 
peaceful space where sanctuary 
and dialogue are respected. “When 
there was a ‘little misunderstanding’ 
between our students and 
management in 2016, this place 
became a place of refuge for the 

students,” he recounted. referencing 
the Fees Must Fall movement.  

Congratulating the young leaders, 
Prof Zebulon said it is an honour 
and a privilege to be a leader, but it 
is also a duty to be carried out with 
great responsibility.

He pointed out that the academic 
institution is a place that feeds the 
mind whereas the Church feeds the 
soul and spirit and these two make 
a composite leader.

“As you can see the pews are full. 
It is because we have ensured that 
university is back to normal, work-
ing with student bodies, academics 
and neighbours to ensure that 
amidst the crisis of mental unwell-
ness that manifests itself in young 
people killing themselves. This is a 
place of healing, a place of growth 
where you learn discipline, humility 
and respect for your varsity leaders, 
especially your vice chancellor.”

The last part elicited laughter 

She noted that the work the 
Church is doing is part of the 
Church’s response in articulating 
the message of Pope’s Francis 
regarding migrants and refugees 
of welcoming, protecting, pro-
moting and integrating them 
through Caritas and pastoral care.

Sr Maria is grateful to many 
people who work with her as they 
share in this award. Although she 
is unable to mention them all, she 
mentioned a few, the Scalabrinian 

community, Bienvenu Shelter and 
the Catholic Archdiocese of 
Johannesburg. A special mention 
was made of Archbishop Buti 
Tlhagale for “being an inspiring 
leader and for his continuous 
support and encouragement to 
respond to the challenges 
imposed by the modern society.”

“Thanks to the many people 
who helped me to structure and 
implement programs for the poor 
and needy of our communities”, 

said Sr Maria, thanking those who 
helped her after the SACBC 
entrusted her with the coordina-
tion of Caritas South Africa and 
Pastoral Care for Migrants and 
Refugees. In her gratitude she did 
not forget the Italian Bishops’ 
Conference and Caritas Italy for 
their continuous support of the 
South African communities. 
Present to witness the award-
giving ceremony on behalf of the 
SACBC was Fr Hugh O’Connor, 
the Secretary General of the same 
conference.

Earlier on, the award had been 
conferred on Lucy Slaviero, the 
former CEO of Little Eden in 
Edenvale. In his speech on her 
award, His Excellency Paolo 
Cuculi acknowledged Slaviero’s 
immense contribution of over  
30 years. “Lucy Slaviero was 
instrumental in creating a growing 
network of volunteers and sup-
porters of the Little Eden, thus 
making it possible to increase and 
optimie the possibilities of care 
and assistance offered by its 
structures over time.” The Ambas-
sador noted the beatification 
process currently in progress of 
Domitilla and Daniel Hyams, 
Lucy’s parents. With that he also 
acknowledged that Lucy’s acti-
vities have often been recognised 
at a national level and Little Eden 
has received the praise and thanks 
of the South African authorities.

The third recipient of the  
award on the day was Francesca 
Cicogna George for the extra-
ordinary work she did at the 
Italian embassy in South Africa 
for the all the years she worked 
there.

Fr Russell Pollitt SJ and 
Fr Alex Dakamire SJ 
during the entrance 
procession.

Nuncio celebrates academic Mass for ACTS –  Continued  
from page 1.

from the congregation. 
“I wish you all the best of health 

and safety,” he said. 
The principal once again thanked 

the Church for the 80-year bond 
and said he believed the relation-
ship would go forward.

The Nuncio took the opportunity 
to restate Pope Francis’ exhortation 
to “keep Ukraine in our hearts and 
prayers”. This could befall any of us, 
he said. Two months ago these 
people were just like us, living their 
normal lives. Today, there are 
running for their lives. Let us pray 
for justice and for peace to prevail, 
he urged.

He also shared that the university 
is more than set work. Here one can 
participate in music, take part in 
your faith community and extra-
curricular activities, read anything 
you wish, and not just what you 
find on the internet. Be assured of 
my prayers, he concluded. 

At the end of Mass, academics in 
their scholarly robes and the 
student committees joined the 
recessional procession to the 
inspiring academic anthem, 
Gaudeamus Igitur sung beautifully 
by the choir. 

Lerato Mohone

The choir incorpo-
rated various  

musical styles and 
a number of  

languages in their 
singing. 

Industry experts/ 
professionals and 
students line up 
for the mentor/
mentee pro-
gramme. 

Members of ACTS Executive Committee, UJ branch who took an oath 
of office for the year 2022. They are, from left: Rethabile Mohapi, 
Kholofelo Mohlaka, Fr Alex Dakamire, Archbishop Peter Wells, Nthabi-
seng Mohapi and Shane Mutanga. Back: Fr Bruce Botha SJ. 

Prof Zebulon Vilakazi and the Nuncio, 
Archbishop Peter Wells got a little more 
acquainted after Mass.

Sr Maria receives  
top Italian award

Dr Paulo Cuculi  
congratulates Sr Maria 

on her award.

Fancesca Cigogna George, Sr Maria Lodi Rissini and Lucy Slaviero at  
the ceremony.


