Today we celebrate the Divine Mercy and Love of God
as revealed in his Son’s glorious Resurrection at Easter.
Parish Priest:
Secretary:
Bookkeeper:
Office Hours:
Website:
St Patrick’s
Parish:
Mass Times

Fr David Evans
Judy Joseph
Tanya Charles
Mon to Fri 08h00 to 16h00
www.stpatricksbenoni.co.za
Tues
09h30

Wed
No mass

Thurs
18h00

office@stpatricksbenoni.co.za
bookkeeper@stpatricksbenoni.co.za
106 Woburn Avenue, Benoni
Parish phone: 060 327 2998
Fri
08h00

Sat
08h00
17h30

Sun
07h30
10h00
17h30

Confessions
Thurs 17h30
Sat 08h30

Baptism of children: Book with the parish secretary and collect the form. Attendance of one short
instruction is required.
Catechism co-ordinator Mike Ward 083 300 7473
Please support your parish: “St Patrick’s Catholic Church” Benoni, Standard Bank. Current Account
number: 021 095 612 (Branch code: 013042). To join our monthly Dedicated Giving contact Tanya;
bookkeeper@stpatricksbenoni.co.za or on 060 327 2998.
Our “Society of St Vincent de Paul” helps the poor – on our behalf – irrespective of race, colour or
creed. Please support them: Society of St Vincent de Paul, Nedbank, Northmead, Account no.
1012534707 (Branch: 19484200).
Pray for all who are ill especially Cedric Spencer; Ken; Russell Johnson; a parishioner in need of prayer;
Dave Hook; Grant Pooley; Edna Passmore; Sharon Toweel; Wendy Hayward; Celino Carreira; Dave
Williams; Tanya Jarvis; Beth Cronje; Rita Lawson; Schivonne Pretorius; Wendy; Brandon Osthuizen;
Graham Jones; Naomi; Megan; Lorna Cochran; Michael Lamont; Michelle Gordinho; Margaret Johnston;
Monica Geral; Simon Eldridge; Leonard Seetal; Alex Jabour and Laurence Weber.

Pray for all those who have died. May they rest in peace and rise in glory.
Saint Vincent de Paul will be taking their monthly collection, after all
masses this coming Sunday 1 May.

When I awaken I adore the Holy Trinity for a short while and thank God for
having deigned to give me yet another day, that the mystery of the incarnation of
His Son may once more be repeated in me, and that once again His sorrowful
Passion may unfold before my eyes. I then try to make it easier for Jesus to pass
through me to other souls. I go everywhere with Jesus; His presence
accompanies me everywhere.

(St Faustina)

Today is the Second Sunday of Easter
Sunday Missal page 829

and Weekday Missal page 456

Do not be afraid. (Revelation 1:1)
It happened just about every time God revealed himself. John had a vision of the risen
Jesus, and it made him faint with terror (Revelation 1:17). Isaiah had a vision of the
majesty of God, and he cried out, "Woe is me, I am doomed!" (Isaiah 6:5). Ezekiel saw
God coming in the clouds, surrounded by rings of fire, and he fell on his face in awe
(Ezekiel 1:28).
Even more "ordinary" revelations of God's holiness had a similar effect. Peter fell to his
knees and cried out, "Depart from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man," after Jesus
miraculously filled his nets with fish (Luke 5:8).
These may be dramatic scenes, but what happened next is even more dramatic. Jesus
told John, "Do not be afraid," and then proceeded to give him messages for the
churches (Revelation 1:17). Isaiah had his sins purged, and God called him to be a
prophet (Isaiah 6:8). Seeing Ezekiel face down on the ground, God told him to stand up;
he just wanted to talk with him (Ezekiel 2:1). And Jesus told Peter, "Do not be afraid,"
and then called him to become a disciple (Luke 5:10).
Do you see the pattern? In each story, God made it clear that the person's past sins and
mere mortality didn't pose obstacles to him. He was more focused on the work he had
for them to do.
This is what divine mercy looked like in biblical times, and it's what it looks like today.
It's God forgiving our every sin, cleansing our consciences, and easing our fears. It's also
God looking with sadness on a darkened, sinful world and sending us out as his
ambassadors.
Do not be afraid. Jesus says these words to you today. Don't be afraid of God. He loves
you and he forgives you. And don't be afraid to share that mercy with the people
around you. Forgive them just as you have been forgiven. Let them see in you the
merciful face of God.
"Jesus, let the good news of your mercy fill the whole world today!"

