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On the special occasion of 
the Annunciation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, 

Chancery staff in union with 
bishops, priests, deacons, reli-
gious and laity all over the world 
heeded Archbishop Buti 
Tlhagale’s invitation to engage in 
the Act of Consecration as per the 
request of the Holy Father.

Mass, offered for the intentions 
of Pope Francis, was said by  
Fr Tente Sompane SCJ. 

The consecration was a plea to 
God and to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary to intercede for peace and 
an end to war following the 
deadly, lasting invasion which has 
resulted in millions of people 
being killed or forced out of their 
homes. 

Several pontiffs have conse-
crated Russia. Some argue that it 
has never been consecrated in 
unison – the whole Catholic 
Church, to present to the Imma-
culate Heart of Mary Russia and 
Ukraine. Prior to the war, the 
bishops of Ukraine appealed to 
Pope Francis to consecrate the 
country to the Mary’s Immaculate 
Heart, said Fr Tente in his homily.

“The Catholic community has 
put aside our different activities 
and heard our shepherd. We 
therefore offer the Holy Eucharist 
and own prayers, not burned 
offerings as the readings advised, 
for the cessation of hostilities in 
Ukraine and Russia.”

Fr Tente used the opportunity to 

Consecration of Russia 
and Ukraine to the 
Immaculate Heart of 
Mary

Fr Tente Sompane SCJ during the 
proclamation of the Gospel.

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale lays his hands on Rev Deacon Zukisane Njovane OMI.

also pray in particular 
for the repose of the 
souls of Fr John 
Mohlakola from the 
Oordshoorn diocese 
and Fr Karl-Heinz 
Ofenloch SCJ who 
recently passed away.

Lerato Mohone

Only the Church would be 
his bride, despite him 
having other ideas. So 

said Rev Deacon Zukisane Mhle 
Njovane OMI, recently ordained, 
who pursued a tertiary qualifica-
tion and worked for several years 
after matriculating. 

He became independent and 
was also able to contribute fin-
ancially towards the needs of the 
family home and that brought 
tremendous joy to his life. 

“The next step for me I thought 
would be to enter into the sacra-
ment of Holy Matrimony with a 
beautiful model and raise a lot of 
children. Little did I know God 
liked this idea of me settling 
down, only my bride would be the 
Church,” he said.

 Rev Zukisane spent the first 
few formative years of his life in 
the Eastern Cape prior to relocat-
ing with his family to Vosloorus. 

“My family said I come from a 
lineage of missionaries who 
brought Catholicism to Lusikisiki. 
So, I guess the apple doesn’t fall 
far from the tree. “However, with 
God’s grace I will be the first 
Oblate priest in my family and 
home parish.

“Mine is a late vocation. 
Stubbornness kept me from 
promptly answering God’s call. 
On my third year of hearing God 
still knocking at the door of my 
heart, I informed my then parish 
priest, Fr Malesela Dikgale. He 
advised me to attend vocations 
workshops and that is where I was 
introduced to the Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate. I felt such a strong 
pull to the words Oblate and 
Missionary. It was “love at first 
‘hearing’” if there is such a thing. 
After conducting my research, I 
prayed about my calling to the 
Oblates as I believed that God 
wanted me to serve Him as one.  

“My father encouraged me 

follow my heart,” he said.  
On the other hand, his mother 

did not take the news well 
because of the dictates of a 
missionary. It was mostly discon-
certing for her that in the event of 
my death, she would not have to 
bury me, he added.

“I had to enlist the help of  
Fr Malesela to explain the path 
God was calling me to to my 
family. That helped as they 
warmed up to my vocation. In 
2011, I started workshops with the 
Oblates and joined in the pre-
novitiate in 2012 in KwaZulu-
Natal. It has been such a fulfilling 
journey that has made me fall 
deeper in love with God and the 
Church.”

Rev Zukisane has particularly 
enjoyed working with altar 
servers, youth and teaching 
catechism classes. It is rewarding 
to work with young people who 
are the future of the Church. “It 
gave me the opportunity to learn 
how to respect people’s inherent 
dignity, irrespective of their age,” 
he added. 

His formation in different areas 
has helped him not to be too 
attached to family. These include 
KwaZulu-Natal, the Ngome 
Marian Shrine, Bloemfontein, 
Johannesburg and Mexico.

Rev Zukisane admits that the 
novitiate almost caused him to 
leave religious life. Communi-
cation with the outside world is 
prohibited and the rules were 
stringent.

Through perseverance, he 
became a strong missionary and 
an Oblate. 

People are often surprised that 
he aspires to be a priest.  

Rev Deacon Zukisane was ord-
ained by Archbishop Buti Tlha-
gale OMI on Saturday, 23 April at 
Holy Family, Spruitview.

Lerato Mohone

Chancery staff united with Pope Francis and every community around 
the world for the Solemn Act of Consecration of humanity, especial-

ly Russia and Ukraine, to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, so that she, 
the Queen of Peace, may help us obtain peace.

God kept calling me
... the words of newly-ordained Rev  

Deacon Zukisane Mhle Njovane OMI

Pic by Sheldon Reddiar  
www.sacredphotos.co.za
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Make use of our 
Archdiocesan website
Looking for contact information 

about the Archdiocese of Johannesburg, 
events and organisations?  

We have a comprehensive list of parishes, 
priests, schools, homes, creches, shelters, 

sodalities and secular orders. 

Please submit upcoming events  
and news for the website.

The addresses are:
www.catholicjhb.org.za 

www.catholic-johannesburg.org.za

PATRONAL FEASTS: MAY

Pope’s Intentions: May
For faith-filled young people

We pray for all young people, called to live life to the fullest; 

may they see in Mary’s life the way to listen, the depth of 

discernment, the courage that faith generates,  
and the dedication to service.

1st  St Joseph the Worker, Boipatong (1956); Bosmont (1969) and the Polish 
 community in Norwood; St Peregrine Laziosi, Alra Park (1982)
3rd  St James, Magaliesburg (1933); Vlakfontein
9th  Our Lady of Loreto, Kempton Park (1967)
13th  Our Lady of Fatima, Brentwood Park (1945); Dube (1959);  
 Sharpeville (1960)
20th  Nyolohelo, Sebokeng (1988); Holy Spirit, Dobsonville (1991)
24th  Our Lady of the Wayside, Maryvale (1938)
26th  St Philip Neri, Moletsane (1962)
27th  Holy Trinity, Braamfontein (1938)
29th  St Eugene de Mazenod, Eldorado Park (1979)
30th  St Hubert, Alexandra (1919)
Also all Marian parishes

Mother of Mercy Shrine merchandise 
is available at the Chancery.

Golf-shirts bearing the image of St Joseph retail for R300 each. 

R50 will be taken as a parish donation for each golf shirt sold.
Winter warmers are still available for R420 

and denim jackets for R550.
The Mother of Mercy Shrine sticker is selling for R15. 

Call Veronica Pieterson on 011 402 6400.

Merchandise in support 
of the Mother of Mercy Shrine

Nteboheng Tsotetsi  
(St Albert’s, Vosloorus), 
Veronica Mofokeng, 
Dickson Mofokeng, 
Nombulelo Sinuma 
(Regina Mundi, Moroka) 
and Busisiwe Ngele 
(Holy Trinity,  
Braamfontein).

Abortion warning
‘The pill’ can abort (chemi-

cal abortion), Catholics 
must be told, for their eter-
nal welfare, and survival of 

their unborn infants.

www. epm.org.statitic/up-
loads/bcpill pdfCoLA

082 609 6919

PRE-SYNOD 
MEETING
DATES: Friday, 29th and 
Saturday, 30th April
TIME: 09h00
VENUE: Cathedral Hall
Synod on Synodality 
Archdiocesan Phase Closing 
Mass
DATE: Saturday, 21 May
TIME: 09h30
VENUE: Cathedral

A Lenten retreat at Zondi
Fr Joshua Mpiti facilitated a Lenten retreat attended by members of differ-
ent sodalities. The theme was reconciliation and forgiveness.     Style Makhoba

Apostolic Nuncio to  
South Africa Arch- 

bishop Peter Wells cele- 
brated Mass at Holy  
Rosary, Phiri on Laud- 
ate Sunday. It was a  
joyous celebration of  
the Eucharist for parishioners. 

Archbishop Peter Wells said 

The Act of Conse-
cration of Russia 
and Ukraine to the 
Immaculate Heart 
of Mary

Luyanda Mjemla, Bulelwa 
Mjemla and Tshepiso  

Mnywele took part in leading the 
Stations of the Cross at Holy 
Cross, Zola. Parish priest,  
Fr Joachim Malunga explained 
that Archbishop Buti Tlhagale 
had invited all priests, deacons, 
religious and the people of God 
in the Archdiocese to engage in 
this Act of Consecration as per 
the Holy Father’s request.     

Lerato Mohone

Members from St Dominic, Boksburg came together 
for adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, reciting the 
Rosary and celebrating Mass with Fr Hyacinth 

Boksburg Act of Consecration

Left: The first group of young people who 
will use the St Joseph Catechetical Centre 
blessed by Archbishop Peter Wells.

Below: Tebo Modise, Phumelele 
Maphumulo – parish pastoral chair-
person, Monsignor Simon Donnelly, 
Deacon Thami Mayisela, Monsignor 
Dario Paviša, Ndivha Mabirimisa, 
Sheila Pires – Radio Veritas and 
kneeling, was Linus Mamphodo.

it was heartwarming to have so 
many parishioners back in church 
after two years of Covid lockdown.

During his homily, Archbishop 
Wells called on parishioners to be 
welcoming and forgiving like the 
Father. 

Following the celebration of the 
Eucharist, the Apostolic Nuncio to 
South Africa blessed the newly-
revamped Catechetical Centre 
which is named after St Joseph.

Parish priest, Monsignor Simon 
Donnelly encouraged the faithful, 
men in particular, to return to 

Church. He said he also looked 
forward to working with a 
vibrant youth and to rebuilding 
the church community after the 

pandemic. He hoped that the 
parish would continue to develop 
and grow post Covid-19.

Thabile Mbhele

The Catholic Men’s 
Forum from the Soweto

Deanery had a retreat at Holy
Rosary, Phiri on the feast of its

patron, St Joseph. The retreat was
facilitated by Msgr Simon Donnelly.

Styles Makhoba

Catholic Men’s Forum retreat

Ennis, OFM praying the Pope Francis’ prayer of 
consecration of Russia and Ukraine to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary.

Nuncio visits 
Holy Rosary

Left: Members of the CWL with 
Archbishop Peter Wells.
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Our Lady of Grace, Heidel-
burg now displays a blue 

plaque in its honour.

Father Thomas Plastow S.J. 
Answers Liturgy Questions

The Preparation 
of the Gifts

We need more questions 
about the Liturgy!

You are welcome to send 
questions directly to Fr Plastow:  

• PO Box 46876, Glosderry, 7702 
• e-mail adnews@catholicjhb.org.za 

• fax 011 402-6406

defeating the object of having it 
there! Either the deacon or the 
server then gives the paten or 
ciborium to the priest who says the 
ancient Jewish prayer “Blessed are 
you…” as he places the vessel 
onto the corporal. The liturgical 
words go together with the liturgi-
cal action: he says the words as he 
places the bread upon the altar. If 
the deacon or server puts the ves-
sels on the altar, then the priest has 
to lift them up and put them down 
again which is weird. Likewise 
with the chalice. It is the deacon’s 
role to mingle the water and wine. 
This cannot be delegated to the 
servers because his words “By the 
mystery of this water and wine…” 
go together with the action.

Is it necessary for the priest to 
wash his hands? Why don’t con-
celebrants wash their hands?

Once the chalice has been placed 
on the corporal, the bread and 
wine, the altar and the cross may 
be incensed. Thereafter, the presid-
ing priest washes his hands. 
Liturgical studies show us that this 
was originally a practical necessity 
since people used to offer fresh 
produce and other material gifts 
and so, once these had been 
accepted, the priest needed a good 
wash before going to the altar. 
With the passing of the centuries, 
this action retained only a symbol-
ic meaning. Concelebrants do not 
repeat this symbolic gesture.

The washing of hands, as well 
as the mixing of water and wine, 
were two aspects which were 
going to be dropped from the litur-
gy after Vatican II, but they 
remained after some Church offi-
cials expressed reservations after 
witnessing the “dress rehearsals” 
of the revised rites in the late 
1960s. The washing of hands 
would seem to make more sense if 
it were done before the priest 
moves to the altar, although it is 
possible that he might soil his 
hands using the thurible and 
incense.

May we sing during the Prepara-
tion of the Gifts, or must we stop 
once the priest moves to the altar?

The Preparation of the Gifts is 
done quietly and without elabora-
tion. It is quite correct to continue 
the singing as it is not necessary to 
hear the priest’s prayers while he 
prepares the altar. The music stops 
once all is ready, and the presiding 
priest invites the people to stand 
and pray by saying “Pray, brothers 
and sisters, that my sacrifice and 
yours…” 

Again we have questions about 
inconsistencies in the way 

things are done by different clergy. 
While none of these are terrible 
abuses, it is always good to 
emphasise what should be done 
and to give the reasons why.

What is the Preparation of the 
Gifts all about?

Once the Liturgy of the Word has 
been concluded with the Prayers of 
the Faithful, we move to the 
Liturgy of the Eucharist. The 
Preparation of the Gifts is the first 
subsection of the Liturgy of the 
Eucharist. It is a simple prepara-
tion for the great Eucharistic 
Prayer that is to follow in which 
the Holy Spirit transforms the gifts 
of bread and wine into the Body of 
Blood of Christ which the Church 
continues to offer to the Father and 
which will later nourish us during 
the Communion Rite.

Is this the Offertory?

“Offertory” was once the name 
given to this part when the priest 
was considered to be offering up 
the bread and wine. Now we are 
supposed to think of this as a sim-
ple preparation for the great offer-
ing to God during the Eucharistic 
Prayer. Elaborate gestures and high 
elevations of the gifts are not 
appropriate at this stage.

In my parish we have a long pro-
cession of gifts in which many 
items are taken to the altar. Why 
don’t I see this in other places?

The only gifts to be brought in 
procession are the following: any 
food, clothing and donations for 
distribution to those in need; any 
money collected that is for the 
maintenance of the parish and the 
support of the clergy; the ciborium 
containing the bread and the jug of 
wine. 

The following items do not 
belong in the procession: empty 
chalices, the altar linen, the cruet 
of water, the bowl in which the 
priest will wash his hands. We also 
do not carry forward symbolic 
items that we intend to take home 
again afterwards, such as tools on 
Workers’ Day or personal devices 
on World Communications Day… 
rather have a blessing of such 
items after Mass if you wish to 
mark these days in a special way.

At the Liturgy of the Eucharist the 
priest or deacon pours wine and 
little water into the Chalice, but in 
our parish it is an altar server that 
does this. Is this correct?

Once the procession of gifts has 
reached the sanctuary, the deacon 
(or priest) and servers prepare the 
altar. Firstly the corporal, a square 
cloth, is opened in the middle of 
the altar. This cloth is to ensure 
that no tiny particles of the conse-
crated bread are left behind after 
Communion. Some parishes 
appear to leave the corporal open 
on the altar from day to day, totally 

prising Wernersville and surround-
ing townships commonly called the 
Heidelbergs. 

The history of the parish dates 
back to pre-1908 when the district, 
which included Nigel, was very big 
and poor. Fr Peron and other 
Oblate missionaries made occa-
sional visits by train to serve the 
small number of Catholics by pre-
siding at Mass about once a month.

In 1931, the Prior General of the 
Order of Servants of Mary, Fr Austin 
Moore visited Swaziland and 
realised that Johannesburg (then in 
the Transvaal), one of the entryways 
to Southern Africa in those days, 
was distant to Swaziland. He was 
granted permission by the Vicariate 
of the Transvaal to open a house in 

Heidelberg, a modest two-room 
presbytery near the wooden 
church that already existed. It was 
built during 1932 by a group of 
Servite priests from Europe who 
were serving at the mission in 
Swaziland.

After the wooden church was 
razed to the ground in a fire 
towards the end of 1932, there was 
a need to build a new church. The 
current building was built from 
1935 -1937. Its foundation stone 
was laid on 7 March 1937 by 
bishop of Johannesburg, David 
O’Leary OMI, in the presence of a 
gathering of Catholics from 
Heidelberg and Nigel. The church 
was consecrated to Our Lady of 
Grace.

Heidelberg church awarded 
a blue plaque

Above left: In front of the recently-
unveiled plaque, is a joyous Fr Joseph 
Luyombya OSM, parish priest of Our 
Lady of Grace, Heidelburg.

Our Lady of Grace, Heidelberg is 
one of the latest historical 

buildings to be honoured with a 
blue plaque by the Heidelberg 
Heritage Association. 

The Association is dedicated to 
the collection and preservation of 
materials, structures and landmarks 
which may help to establish, 
illustrate and arouse interest in the 
historic records of the areas com-

The foundation 
stone blessed by 
Bishop David 
O’Leary on  
7 March 1937.

Parishioners at the entrance of the 
Church with parish priest, Fr Joseph 
Luyombya in a green chasuble.

The parish has always had 
generous members and capable 
missionary priests who not only 
helped build the physical structure 
of the church, but made an impact 
in the faith and lives of people. 

While setting up their 
community in South Africa, the 
Congregation of the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary served the parish 
from 2008 to 2013. They needed a 
base near the airport to house 
priests travelling across Africa or 
coming to South Africa for medical 
treatment. In 2014, the parish 
priest left to go overseas for a 
sabbatical and the congregation 
was back to not having a priest.

Through the prayers of the 
parishioners and the intercession 
of “Our Lady of Grace” that very 
same year the church was once 
again entrusted to the responsi-
bility of the Servites, with Fr Joseph 
Luyombya as parish priest.

Lerato Mohone

Pastoral Care 
activities  
in March

In March the Department of 
Pastoral Care for Migrants and 
Refugees gave starter kit 

materials to a group of 30 women 
who completed their training in 
sewing to start their own small 
business.

The team visited the Parish of St 
Monica, Luthuli Park in Daveyton. 
In their thanks to the community 
of migrants and refugees, Sr Mari-
zete and Fr Nathanael Mwangi 
emphasised the importance of 
integrating migrants and refugees 
in the local community and the 
need to work together as children 
of God.

On 13 March, the Department 
visited St Josephine Bakhita, 
Zandspruit. They were accom-
panied by Sr Lelis, the Provincial 
of Scalabrinian Sisters; Sr Mari-
vane, the Director of Bienvenu 
Shelter and Sr Maria, representa-
tive of Caritas South Africa.

The Department also assisted 
Catholic migrants and refugees 
and some parishes such as the 
Cathedral of Christ the King,  
St Monica, Daveyton, St Rosa of 
Lima, Botleng, St Lewis Bertrant, 
Payneville, St Josephine Bakhita, 
Zandspruit, and Holy Spirit, 
Dobsonville, as well as the 

Bienvenu Shelter in filling the 
pre-synod forms provided by the 
Department of Evangelisation.

The English class that started on 
18 January, is now in its last term 
before graduation. Twenty women 
have registered to start their train-
ing skills programme at Mother 
Assunta Training Centre in 
baking, sewing, hairdressing and 
beauty therapy.

During March, the department 
assisted 874 families (indirectly  
3164 people) with food and 
clothes in its outreach programme 
in collaboration with Bienvenu 
Shelter.

Sr Marizete Garbin with a group of 
women who received materials to start 
their small business project in sewing.

Fr Emmanuel Wafula, parish priest of 
St Josephine Bakhita Zandspruit, dur-

ing the celebration of the Eucharist.

Sr Marizete Garbin and her team are 
pictured thanking Fr Nathanael Mwan-
gi and community members of St Moni-
ca Lithuli Park, Daveyton where they 
emphasised the importance of working 
together as one community.

Sr Marizete Garbin introducing her 
guests to the community members of  

St Josephine Bakhita Zandspruit after 
the celebration of the Eucharist.

The community members of St Jose-
phine Bakhita Zandspruit during the 
Eucharistic celebration.
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HOLY WEEK

MARFAM MAY THEME: 

Parents form 
families

Palm Sunday Mass at St Francis Xavier, Evaton was 
led by parish priest, Fr Nkosinathi Mhlambi.

Mphonyana Mohapi

Palm Sunday 
of the Passion of the Lord

… Moletsane
Palm Sunday is the final Sunday 
of Lent, the beginning of Holy 
Week, and commemorates the 
triumphant arrival of Christ in 
Jerusalem, days before He was 
crucified.

Fr Limpho Maoela from St 
Philip Neri, Moletsane blessed 
the palm fronds which were 
distributed to the faithful.
In his homily about Jesus’ entry 
into Jerusalem he said, “Don’t 
just observe Lent, live it. Fur-
thermore, adopt the attitude of a 
donkey which, stubborn as it is, 
chose to humble itself.”

… Evaton West

… Robertsham

… Evaton

Parish priest of St Anthony of Padua, Evaton West,  
Fr Tshepo Maseko at the beginning of the Palm Sun-
day procession. During the day, palms were distribut-
ed to parishioners who carried them in a ritual proces-
sion into the Church. The palms were blessed with 
some creatively making small crosses out of the fronds.

A few members of Regina Mundi, Rockville pose with parish priest, 
Fr Ndumiso Jiyane OMI after a wonderful commemoration of Jesus’ 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem. 

… Rockville The colours of the Mass on Palm Sunday are red and white, symbolising 
the redemption in blood that Christ paid for the world. Fr Joachim 
Malunga of Holy Cross, Zola is pictured with parishioners who also wore 
red in commemoration of the Lord’s entrance into Jerusalem. 

… Zola

The community of St John Bosco, Robertsham did 
not let the torrential rain stop them from joyously 
singing “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the 
highest!”

Led by parish priest, Fr Victor Ngwenya, the par-
ticipants waved palms to hail Christ in His triumph 
for our salvation in light of His Paschal Mystery – 
His Passion, Death and Resurrection. 

– Pic Sheldon Reddiar

Compiled by Lerato Mohone

Whether it is a study of botany, 
biology, human physiology or spir-
ituality, the gift of co-creation with 
God, in nature, should be recog-
nised as one of God’s greatest 
gifts.  It is the male and female in 
many areas of nature, a man and 
woman, ideally through a loving, 
committed relationship, who con-
tinue God’s creative work.    
Parents and humans have the task 
of forming and educating their off-
spring. This has taken different 

forms throughout history. An inti-
mate bond is created by parenting 
figures and their offspring. The 
ideal of the love of their father and 
mother for each other too, is an 
important gift to children.   
Effective human parenting is 
amongst the most complex rela-
tionships today, because of chang-
ing conditions and values. 
Unfortunately, little training is pro-
vided for this important task. We 
dare not also forget the human 
capacity for good and evil seen so 
clearly in relationships.
Some highlights: 
8 May - Mother’s Day
15 May - UN Internation Day of 
Families: The theme is urbanisa-

tion and the problems it causes.
Week 22-29 May - Laudato Si’: 
“Parents form families”. 
Join www.laudatosiactionplatform.
org or go to www. laudatosiweek.
org for information, suggestions 
and events.
Visit www.marfam.org.za, 
E-mail info@marfam.org.za 
Call Toni 082 552-1275 for parish 
talks, retreats.  

The Amoris Laetitia Family Year 
ending in Rome in June with the 
World Meeting of Families will be 
commemorated in dioceses 
around the world. See  www.laity-
familylife.va for videos and other 
resources for family use.    
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Archbishop Buti Tlhagale OMI led the Chrism 
Mass at the Cathedral. On this day, each year, 
priests of the archdiocese renew their vows. Arch-
bishop Buti also blessed the oils that all parishes 
in the Archdiocese will use to administer the 
sacraments for the upcoming year. The conse-
crated oils will be used for the sacraments of 
baptism, confirmation and anointing of the sick, 
and will also be used during the sacrament of 
Holy Orders, when new priests are ordained. Also 
in attendance were deacons, seminarians, reli-
gious and lay faithful. Traditionally, the Chrism 
Mass is offered on Holy Thursday, the day on 
which Jesus Christ instituted the Eucharist and 
the priesthood. 

Lerato Mohone

Archbishop Buti Tlhagale genuflecting 
before the Holy Cross. 

Preparations 
gather 
momentum

Both international and 
domestic World Youth Day 

(WYD) celebrations are important 
for reasons such as making 

pilgrimage, celebrating and 
entrusting the Church and its 
mission to younger generations 
and encountering the Catholic 
community on a wider scale. The 
theme for the next World Youth 
Day which is scheduled to be held 
from 1 - 6 August 2023 in Lisbon, 
Portugal, is “Mary rose up and 
went with haste” (Lk 1:39). 

“The Holy Father is once again 
taking a leaf out of Mary’s book 
to challenge young people to 
‘keep running the race before you, 
outstripping all those who are 
slow and fearful’… CV229 “Just 
like Mary left from Nazareth to 
Judaea to Elizabeth’s house, we 
also must leave, following the 
calling of Pope Francis,” said 
head of Youth Department and 
pilgrimage coordinator, Sr Juliana 

Mary Abioye EHJ.
World Youth Day is celebrated 

every year in dioceses as a 
spiritual build-up to the 
intercontinental one which takes 
place after a few years. The 
diocesan celebrations used to take 
place on Palm Sunday, but have 
since been moved to the 
Solemnity of Christ the King.

Now that we have a semblance 
of what is normal, Sr Juliana 
challenges young people to look 
for ways to be visible and to 
make their presence felt, not  
only at home, but in the Church 
as well.

Young people should pray for 
the world. Christ, ever-young, 
listens to their prayers. They are 
to pray for an end to the 
pandemic, for war-torn countries 

like the Ukraine and other parts 
of the world, to experience peace, 
for the people in flood-ravaged 
province of KwaZulu-Natal to 
find means to rebuild their lives 
and for the success of WYD, said 
Sr Juliana. 

She also exhorted them to 
come out en masse and become 
active like going to WYD, among 
other things. The Church needs 
your youthful enthusiasm, 
creativity and your faith, she said. 

Below is the events list that 
World Youth Day generally 
follows:
• Morning Catechesis and Mass
• Way of the Cross
• Youth Festival (concerts, talks, 

exhibits and music at select 
locations)

• Papal Welcome Ceremony

• Opening Mass
• Evening Candlelight Vigil with 

Pope Francis
• Morning Papal Mass

The deadline for registration is 
31 July, with 15 April 2023 being 
the last day for payment for those 
who have registered. 

A team has been established to 
assist with Days of Encounter, 
including the next ones scheduled 
as below.

28 May 
28 August
5 November
For more information, 

 please contact the Youth Office 
on 011 402 6400 or email 
youthhod@catholicjhb.org.za 

Lerato Mohone

Chrism Mass

Good Friday service

Archbishop Buti 
Tlhagale blesses the 
oils at the Chrism 
Mass while the Vicar 
for liturgy, Fr Boshom 
Mpetsheni looks on.

The congregation prays in a special way for those 
who serve.

Some of the priests who serve in the Archdiocese 
during the renewal of vows.

At the Cathedral, during the solemn intersessions at the Good Friday 
service, the Archbishop expressed the Church’s solidarity for those in 
tribulation, especially for the people of Ukraine and for people in the 
flood-hit province of KwaZulu-Natal. 

by Lerato Mohone

In procession, accompanied by 
altar servers with lighted candles, 

Fr Michael Seheri, carries the 
Cross, covered in a red veil, 

through the Church to the middle 
of the sanctuary.

Fr Michael Seheri 
holds the Cross as 

people came  
forward to  

venerate it.

A young parishioner 
adores the Holy Cross 
on which hung the 
salvation of the world.
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HOLY WEEK

Jesus consoles the 
women of Jerusalem. 

First Holy 
Communion on 
Easter Sunday
Fr Uzo Ohanele CMF of  
St Andrew, Noordgesig, thanked 
God for the gift of Himself in the 
Holy Eucharist. He also congrat-
ulated children that made their 
first Holy Communion on Easter 
Sunday.

Young people 
protagonists in the

Via Crucis
The young people of Christ 

the King, Cathedral have 
resuscitated the annual 

Good Friday Via Crucis in the 
streets of Hillbrow. Reliving 
Christ’s suffering and death on 
the cross, the aim is to evangelise, 
express our Catholic faith and to 
remind people about the reason 
for Easter.

Hillbrow is burdened with high 
levels of population density, 
crime, prostitution and squalor.

After receiving a blessing from 
the administrator of the 
Cathedral, Fr Michael Seheri, the 
group was escorted by the Joburg 
Metro Police Department. As 
they and prayerfully took to the 
streets, they interspersed their 
re-enactment with meditations, 
reflections and thematic songs. At 
the meditation on the sixth 
station, where Veronica wipes the 
face of Jesus, the reflection 
focused on suffering – ‘Lord 
Jesus, your face is everywhere 
where suffering exists and you 
wait for me to wipe away your 
blood and tears.’ The faithful 
prayed especially for the people 
who have been hardest hit by the 
KwaZulu-Natal floods.

People were fascinated, whilst 
others were transfixed, clearly 
moved by the experience. Others 
joined in the singing, whilst 
others were taking videos to 
share. 

Catechists, Clement Sicelosethu 
Ngwenya and Violet Ellis said 
they were humbled by the 
response and how some people 
had been deeply impacted by the 
fact that Easter is about the death 
and resurrection of Jesus, our 
saviour.

This is one way in which youth 
evangelise. 

Lerato Mohone

Fr Uzo Ohanele pictured with First Holy  
Communion candidates.

Fr Uzo Ohanele flanked 
by altar servers.

The soldiers take Jesus to Pilate where He is  
condemned to death.

 At the centre is the character of 
Barabbas whom the crowd 

angrily demanded be released 
from prison and Jesus executed.

Jesus with a crown of thorns as a 
sign of mockery, carries His cross. 
He is surrounded by the governor’s 
soldiers and the High Priest who, 
at every turn, jeered Him, spat on 
Him and struck Him.

Leading the 
fourth station 
- Jesus meets 
His afflicted 
mother.

Participants knelt and 
bowed when the moment 

called for it.

Simon of Cyrene helps Jesus 
carry His cross.
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 Rev Robert Johnstone
5th  Rev Peter French
7th  Fr Emmanuel Martinez 
 Ortega 
8th  Fr Johnson Ugwu 
 Fr Achille Soungou Ebana 
9th  Fr Vincent Pienaar 
 Fr Malcolm McLaren  
10th  Rev Vincent Booysen
11th  Fr Santawana Sefako
13th  Ryszard Malinowski 
 Rev Majorobela Moloi 
14th  Fr Lizwelinjani Mlotshwa
17th  Fr Martin Badenhorst 
 Fr Rodney George 
20th  Fr Raymond McQuarrie 
 Fr Rayan Pais
21st  Fr Christophe Boyer 
 Rev Mpumelelo Mchunu 
 Rev Victor Ho
29th  Fr Eugene Oguamanan 
 Rev Brian Walsh
31st  Rev Wally Adams

Fr Joseph Vaddakkan 01-05-99
Fr Malesela Dikgale 03-05-03
Fr Arnaldo Nyathi  03-05-03
Fr Arun D’Mello 03-05-10
Fr Arvin Tauro 05-05-08
Fr Manuel M. Ortega 14-05-11
Fr John D’Souza 17-05-09
Fr Raphael Ntlou 19-05-97
Fr Ernest Halbe 23-05-99
Fr Nkosinathi Nkabinde 23-05-09
Fr Marek Marciniak 27-05-89

1st  Fr Joseph Vaddakkan
4th  Fr Jonathan Daniels 

Ordinations

The following priests and 
deacons celebrate their 

birthdays and anniversaries of 
their ordinations. God’s 

blessings to them all. Remember 
all of them in your prayers!

Birthdays in May

We celebrate with our priests
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A thousand Hail Marys 
Rosary (also known as 
Super Rosary) took place 

in the Erasmé Centre, the parish 
hall situated alongside the main 
church building of Our Lady of 
the Wayside, Maryvale on Satur-
day, 26 March. 

For this devotion, one thousand 
Hail Marys are said in the form of 
a “Super Rosary” that meditates 
carefully upon all the mysteries 
– Joyful, Luminous, Sorrowful, 
and Glorious Mysteries in a con-
tinuous manner or broken up, but 
always on the same day. 

There are 59 beads on a typical 
5 decade rosary used by most 
Catholics. The Super Rosary fol-
lows the same design except that 
it is made up of 250 Hail Mary 
beads.

Proceedings started with the 
celebration of the Eucharist, 
presided over by parish priest,  
Fr Tony Nunes.

Rosary champion, Mathabo 
Tebane said she was introduced 
to the Super Rosary after a friend 
and fellow Rosary champion, 
Elizabeth Makoa invited her to 
one in 2020. “At the time I was 
going through a chaotic divorce 
and found spending the whole 
day meditating on the mysteries 
of the Rosary soothing.

“In the week that followed I 
received graces and a lot of knots 
were miraculously untangled. A 
bond application was approved, 
among other things,” she shared. 

The super rosary could be 
prayed during devotional months 
of Our Lady but it was already on 
the year plan of the Catholic 
Women’s League of which I am a 
member. Also, the Rosary is not 
seasonal. The mysteries of the 
Rosary are meditated upon every 
minute of every day around the 
world.

On the altar was the exposed 
Blessed Sacrament for Adoration. 
On the sides were images and 
banners of the Our Lady. There 
was also a beautiful arrangement 

of flowers including St Joseph 
lilies in various stages of bloom. 
Others were also placed at the 
foot of the image of Our Lady of 
Mount Carmel. Roses have long 
being connected with Mary. The 
red rose symbolic of love/sorrow, 
the white rose, of purity and 
yellow of purity – these were 
presented by the participants. 

Candles were used to symbolise 
prayers the worshipper was 
offering for personal intentions 
and/or for other people, the 
conversion of sinners and for 
peace among nations. 

The Rosary is a beautiful bou- 
quet of flowers which, when 
prayed, sends a sweet smell 
heavenward, pleasing our 
Heavenly Mother. It was thus 
fitting to end the day with crown-
ing the image of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary with Rosary beads 
while Marian hymns such as Hail 
Holy Queen and Immaculate 
Mary (Ave Maria) were sung.

Lerato Mohone

Maryvale CWL organises  
a Super Rosary

Lending a helping hand 
to people in distress

Mirriam Mwale reverently lights a 
candle after leading the meditation 
on the Mysteries of Light.

A lady leads the meditation on the 
glorious mysteries.

Claudina Kumwendo and Claudia 
Buthelezi represented the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus Sodality coming to ask 
for Mother Mary’s intercession that 
“our hearts would be made more like 
hers in imitation of her Son”.

Participants could either 
kneel, stand or sit, 
depending on their physi-
cal abilities, in front of 
the statue of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary to honour 
whom the image repre-
sents, the Crucifix or  
the exposed Blessed Sac-
rament.

Following the devastating 
rains in KwaZulu-Natal in 
recent weeks, humanitari-

an and businesswoman, Mahadi 
Buthelezi, could not sit around 
and not do anything to lend a 
helping hand. Thus she ran the 
idea of organising water, food, 
uniforms, exercise books and 
stationery past her husband, Rob 
who was equally moved to do 
something. They contacted eve-
ryone they knew in their network 
for help.

The KZN relief operation 
began on Wednesday, 13 April.

“The donations have been 
pouring in. We are pleased to 
announce we have managed to 

raise a whopping R1,4 million 
worth of goods and we are still at 
it. Our drive is now for water, 
food and school uniforms,” 
Mahadi said. 

Several parishes in the 
Archdiocese have offered storage 
and collection points. These are 
St Therese, Edenvale, Regina 
Mundi, Moroka, and Our Lady of 
Lourdes, Rivonia.

“The harsh truth, shown in 
photos on this page are evidence 
of the destruction and devastation 
left by the floods. I am humbled 
by the people of Mzansi. I have 
never seen so much love for fel-
low sisters and brothers – Ubuntu 
at its best,” she added.

Some of the images of 
devastation and the aid 
that has been pouring in.



adnews@catholicjhb.org.za May 2022Volume 37 No 28

The 10th World Meeting of 
Families will be happening 
in Rome from 22 to 26 June 

themed, ‘Family Love: A Vocation 
and a Path to Holiness’. While Rome 
aims to make this occasion as virtu-
ally accessible as possible, they 
have invited every diocese across 
the world to organise local initia-
tives rooted in this one theme for 
a truly global celebration of family 
love.

While the Archdiocese of Johannes-
burg will avail parish materials for 
this ‘family week’ to our parishes, we 
would like to draw your attention to 
Saturday, 25 June. On this day the 

Our first
Annual Family Conference

is here ...

Archdiocese will host its first an-
nual family conference, the Archdi-
ocesan Meeting of Families 2022. 
With many opportunities for faith 
building, fellowship and fun, from 
couples/parents/youth and singles 
plenaries, kids’ play activities, family 

prayer walks, outdoor Mass with 
the Archbishop, food/merchandise 
and ministry stalls, family compe-
tition and more, we hope to see 
our diocesan flock present in big 
numbers.

Registration is open at a cost of  
R50 pp. Kids below age 3 gain free 
entry. Individuals and families that 
wish to partake in the family tal-
ent competition may do so at an 
additional cost of R30 per person/
family/group per showcase. 
We also invite ministries/sodali-
ties/orders to host stalls at the Vo-
cations Fair section. For more info 
and stall registration visit mflojozi.
org/amof22, scroll and click on the 
‘Vocations Fair Registration’ docu-
ment. Come showcase your part in 
our beautiful Catholic culture.

Register now at mflojozi.org

God is Love. God is Family. Let us be Church-as-Family!


